FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN 

SUB COMMITTEE meeting held at Mountfield, Bridport 

on Tuesday 13 December 2005 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT: Cllr A.J. Fifield (Chairman)

      Cllrs: R.H. Nicholls, Mrs M.J. Ray and C.D. Wild

                   
Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Mrs M. Jackson and    Mr C. Condliffe (Bridport and District Tourism Association)
16.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr H.B. Samuel.

17.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 4 October 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute20 – Cllr R.H. Nicholls declared a personal interest being the Chairman of the Symondsbury Apple Group.

Minute 22 - Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being a member of the Bridport Environment Group and reserved the right to speak but advised that he would not vote on the matter.

19.      BRIDPORT AND DISTRICT TOURISM ASSOCIATION

Mrs Jackson briefly introduced the presentation on the Association by referring that it had evolved out of the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative and was now a limited company with three Directors. 

Mr Condliffe tabled the Association’s Strategy 2004-2005 as a base document for discussion with the sub committee and expanded on the objectives and reason for its existence. Their main aim was to promote sustainable tourism and have developed the brand name of “Dorset’s Golden Coast”, a World Heritage Destination.

An open discussion followed and there was a recognised need for the adoption of a holistic approach to tourism in the Bridport area. There was general agreement that there was commonality between the aspirations of the town council and the Association and much could be gained for working in collaboration.

The Chairman thanked the representatives of the Association for an interesting presentation and discussion on the topic of Tourism. The representatives of the Association then left the meeting.
20.     OPEN SPACES AND RECREATION TASK FORCE

           Members discussed the minutes of the meetings held on 29 September and 22 November 2005. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Open Spaces and Recreation Task Force held on 29 September and 22 November 2005 be received.

RECOMMENDATION: That;

(a) West Bay Play Area: the Plans and Finance and General Purposes Committees be asked to support the proposal to provide a play area in West Bay Car Park and tender for part of the S106 funds for the project plus exploring other funding sources and the best way to access them,

(b) Park Road Recreation Area: the Town Council lobby the WDDC to retain the site as an open space and that further research be undertaken as to the steps needed to designate the site as a village green,

(c) Access to Bridport’s Open Spaces: 

           (i) the town council promotes with the Bridport Museum, Tourist Information Service, Bridport and District Tourism Association and other appropriate local groups the provision of a conservation map and possible signage to give a walking tour of Bridport’s historic buildings and open spaces,

          (ii) a meeting be held with interested parties to discuss the implementation of the above.

(d) Community Orchard: the Town Council be asked to support the proposal of the Symondsbury Apple Project for the establishment of a community Apple orchard in the area of land behind St Mary’s Church, Bridport owned by WDDC.

Note: the recommendation concerning the New Zealand Site was deferred and considered under item 22.

21.
TOWN PLAN

Consideration was given to the draft Terms of Reference (TOR) for the proposed Environment & Social Wellbeing Committee, ENCL: 1566. A number of amendments were suggested and the Chairman undertook to redraft the TOR accordingly.

The sub committee felt that the formation of a new committee was challenging but a step in the right direction in developing the town councils interest in the areas of Environment and Social Wellbeing. It was recognised that as things currently stood it was not possible to support a new committee administratively. However, the Town Clerk suggested that if the town council approved the establishment of a new standing committee in principle, it might well be possible to introduce it next year on an incremental basis with some ad hoc part-time support to deal with the minutes.
RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the draft Terms of Reference for the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee including the amendments suggested be approved,

(b) the Town Council approve in principle the establishment of a new

     standing committee known as the Environment and Social Wellbeing

Committee.

22.     PROPOSED HOSTEL

Members considered the report produced by the Bridport Environment Group.


RECOMMENDED: that the town council be asked to support in principle the proposal for a Hostel at the New Zealand site, Bridport as presented by the Bridport Environment Group.

23.   
TOWN GUIDE        

           Following the report made to the last meeting of this sub committee, the Town Clerk reported that the Local Authority Publishing had recently provided a proposal for the Bridport Town Council’s Official Guide and Map on the lines previously approved by the town council. He outlined the main details of the proposal and that the company would publish 3,000 copies at no cost to the town council. It was hoped that if approval was granted that the town guide could be available for the 2006 Spring Bank Holiday period. 

           RESOLVED: that the proposal by the Local Authority Publishing to provide a Bridport Town Council’s Official Guide and Map be approved.

The meeting closed at 12:25 p.m.

The next meeting of this sub committee will be held on 

14 March 2006                                                               
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