FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 13 September 2005 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT
Cllr H.B. Samuel (Chairman)


Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, A.J. Fifield, Ms F.K. McKenzie 

                                 and C.D. Wild.

16.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs G.L. Fifield and A.L.G. Harrison.

17.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings of the Sub Committee held on 21 June and 28 July 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in agenda item 19, being an allotment holder on a private site.

19.
ALLOTMENTS


The Town Clerk reported that he had written on the 19 July 2005 to the neighbouring parish councils concerning the town council’s desire to discuss the provision of allotments with them and to date he had not received a reply. Members understood that most of the neighbouring parishes had not met during the summer break and that responses would be forthcoming shortly. 

           The Town Surveyor reported that he has had discussions with the Allotments Society concerning possible additional plot provision. He added that during yesterdays Annual Site Inspection, members looked at the possibility of a small extension to the Skilling Allotment site and tabled a plan, which indicated the area in question. Other sites were also discussed.

           RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the reports from the Town Clerk and Town Surveyor be noted,

(b) the Town Surveyor proceeds to draw up the proposal to extend Skilling Allotment site and to include his findings in his report to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting.    

20.
WEBSITES

The Town Clerk reported on the current position of the town council website and the community website. Members noted the satisfactory progress being made and the ease of establishing a community page.

           RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

21.
GRANTS: MEETINGS WITH LARGER GROUPS

The Town Clerk requested that members give consideration to the format of the meetings, which are to be arranged with the larger organisations to discuss future policy. He added that some of the groups had invited members to view their buildings. Members considered that it would be most useful to visit the Arts Centre and the Leisure Centre but felt that a business meeting should take place first so as to establish an understanding and develop the principle of grant making over the next few years. 

RESOLVED: that representatives of the Arts and Leisure Centres be invited to a special meeting of this sub committee to discuss future policy.
22.
HIRE OF TOWN HALL
The Town Clerk reported that he had recently been looking at the need to review the conditions of hire for the Town Hall so as to bring them up to date. Examples of conditions of hire from other market towns are being examined and although the town council’s insurance public liability cover is comprehensive, further work is needed in respect of private hirers. Improved signage is currently underway. He added that the review would also be applicable to the marriage / committee room at Mountfield.

RECOMMENDED: that the report be noted and the need to review the conditions of hire for the Town Hall and Mountfield be approved.

The meeting closed at 11:48 p.m.

The next meeting of this sub committee will be held on 6 December 2005 

A special meeting will be arranged in October 2005
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