FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

MINUTES of the BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN 

SUB COMMITTEE meeting held at Mountfield, Bridport 

on Tuesday 4 October 2005 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT
Cllr A.J. Fifield (Chairman)

        Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray and C.D. Wild

7.
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs G.L. Fifield and R.H. Nicholls.

8.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

14 June 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

9.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr C.D. Wild re-stated that he was involved with a number of community groups, which were promoting various projects, although none of which were specifically being discussed at this meeting but may come up in general discussion.

10.    COMMUNITY PLANNING

The Community Development Planning Officer (CPDO) updated members on her activities since her last report. 

The first Bridport Local Area Partnership (BLAP) newsletter has been produced and is being distributed to member organisations, public events and venues. Three Steering Group member organisations and their projects are featured, which were also highlighted on the BLAP stand at the Melplash Show, including the very successful ‘Bridport Bag’ produced by the Bridport Environment Group.  

The Steering Group of BLAP met on the 23 June and 8 September 2005 with its next meeting on 24 November 2005. The Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce has joined the Steering Group to represent the business sector. 

Considerable attention and discussion had taken place concerning the Community Plan Review by the West Dorset Partnership (WDP). The BLAP Steering Group felt that it had so far been based on only very limited community consultation and actually needed to be more strongly based on local priorities identified through better consultation and a process of community feedback and review.  They also considered that the community plan should be based on analysis of the findings of parish plans, which had been developed through genuine local community consultation, but which parish representatives felt were still being ignored.  These points were taken to the recent WDP meeting, which addressed the plan review.

The redrafted West Dorset Community Plan has now been released by WDP for a 12 week public consultation period, and BLAP will continue to actively engage in this process.   

During this period WDP also invited WDP partners to submit ideas for projects to be funded from £50,000 provided by the Dorset Community Strategy for community projects. There were concerns at the lack of criteria and process for decisions by WDP on the funding allocations. WDP subsequently developed a set of funding criteria and an application form. Community projects are invited to apply by 17 October 2005.  

A working group of the BLAP Steering Group has been formed to specifically address on the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and the new planning system. By combining the efforts of interested representatives into one working group BLAP should be able to offer support to member councils and other organisations and facilitate more effective responses to the consultation opportunities.  This is envisaged as an important role for BLAP in the future.  

RESOLVED: that the report be received.

        RECOMMENDED: that the Community Partnership Development Officer undertakes collaborative work on Statement of Community Involvement with the town council’s Plans Committee.    
11.    OPEN SPACES AND RECREATIONAL TASK FORCE

        Members discussed the minutes of the inaugural meeting of the Open Spaces and Recreational Task Force. It was considered that this meeting and the meeting of last week were most useful and informative coupled with a high degree of enthusiasm.

        The Town Clerk confirmed that the town council had joined the Open Spaces Society.  

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Open Spaces and Recreational Task Force held on 22 July 2005 be received and adopted.
12.    DEFRA: RURAL SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMME

         Consideration was given to the Town Clerk’s report, ENCL: 1525, which had been referred to this sub committee by the Finance and General Purposes Committee at its meeting on 


14 September 2005. The sub committee had been granted delegated powers to respond on behalf of the town council.

        The Defra publication was lengthy and whilst there was a lot to commend it in a general sense as it outlined the issues of interest and concern to the town council, it was in practice, an unwieldy paper with which to respond. Also there were a number of other inter-related papers and polices which are needed to be understood as well. Members felt that it demonstrated too much of a governmental ‘top down’ approach and for the programme to really work and have an impact the funding should be devolved down and ensure that the income streams are sustainable. 

         In respect of the Sustainable Communities Bill, there was support for the campaign and draft local authority resolution provided by NALC and:-

         RESOLVED: that:

(a)   the town council forward a response to Defra based on the above discussion and that the Town Clerk incorporate any additional comments from members which are to be received by no later than 10 October 2005,

 (b)   the model Local Authority Resolution provided by NALC and the Local Works organisation be adopted and sent in support of the concept of local sustainability as envisaged in the Sustainable Communities Bill.

13.
TOWN PLAN

(a) Feed Back:  Consideration was given to ENCL: 1530. The Town Clerk advised that he had previously responded to the letters from the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce and the South West of England Regional Development Agency (SWERDA) and thanked them for their input.

Referring to the comment made by SWERDA, although being a Pilot MCTI, the town council’s support for this process was in fact implicit, it was felt that there was some merit in incorporating MCTI in the strategy and the linkage with BLAP for the scrutiny of community projects.

Members agreed with the view held by Mr A Woodgate of the Dorset Youth and Community Service, that one of the issues that had not been addressed by the MCTI was the need for local training for young people. The Market Sub Committee remit had been extended to take in business matters and at their next meeting the sub committee will be asked to organise a seminar on this topic.

The Bridport Section Commander of the Dorset Police had drawn attention to Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. He suggested a draft “ Crime & Disorder Strategy” for inclusion in the town plan, which was based on the excellent local contacts and initiatives already in place.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(i) the feed back from the various organisations be welcomed and received,

(ii) the town council’s support for the MCTI process be incorporated in the Economy/Business/Prosperity Strategy,

(iii) a Crime and Disorder Strategy be drafted and incorporated in the town plan,

(iv) the Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee be asked to consider organising a seminar on training.   

(b) Next Steps:   With the Open Spaces and Recreational Task Force up and running, members discussed the formation of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee and the Inclusion Working Party. The next step therefore was to draft the terms of reference for these two bodies which Cllrs: A.J. Fifield and C.D. Wild volunteered to undertake together with the CPDO assisting in respect of the Inclusion Working Party.

The Chairman advised that Cllr R.J. Stoodley had volunteered to ‘champion’ the development of the new remit for the Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee.

The Chairman undertook to liaise with the Library with a view of displaying the town plan and seeking views from the community.

The Town Clerk suggested that as the town plan process was evolving that there was merit in this sub committee overseeing the strategic development of the key schemes that the town council may wish to consider for inclusion in the forthcoming and future estimates. From his perspective he would like to see more member involvement in the development of future schemes. The possibility of having a special meeting to look at such schemes was discussed and members felt that this could take place in January 2006, which would precede the Precept meeting in February. 

RESOLVED: that the terms of reference for the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee and the Inclusion Working Party be drafted and submitted to the next meeting of this sub committee.

RECOMMENDED: that a special meeting of the sub committee be arranged to which all members of the town council would be invited to discuss and consider future projects for possible inclusion in future budgets.

14.    WEST BAY REGENERATION

Cllrs: A.J. Fifield and C.D. Wild updated members on the recent series of meetings that they had attended. 

WDDC will shortly be making a planning application for Phase 1 of the Mound Building, visitor centre, new toilets and modified vehicular and pedestrian access. An exhibition from 3 – 15 October 2005 displaying the revised transport proposals has been set up in the Library.

Progress continues to be made with defining the community projects with a view of establishing costs and locating funding sources. The ‘Jurassic Classroom’ has great potential and to be a great asset for West Bay.

RESOLVED: that the report be received.

15.   
TOWN GUIDE        

        The Town Clerk advised that with the two major events, which took place in August, there has been little opportunity to progress this matter. The town council does not have sufficient resources to undertake this initiative or to carry out some preliminary promotions and therefore it would seem more favourable to discuss the matter with a specialist publisher. A further report will be submitted to the next meeting of this sub committee. 

RESOLVED: that the report be received.

The meeting closed at 12.50 p.m.

The next meeting of this sub committee will be held on 

13 December 2005                                                               
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