Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 

of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 

1 September 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs: 

Ms R.C. Kayes (Chairman)





N.K. Cast


C.M. Ray





J.D. Hunt


Mrs M.J. Ray




Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.G. Rickard





R.J. Stoodley
Also in attendance: 
Cllr G.J. Ackerman.


PUBLIC FORUM


Prior to the start of the meeting, Pete West, Renewable Energy Development 
Officer, Dorset County Council, gave a presentation on the County Council and 
renewable energy.

He outlined changes to legislation which meant that as from April this year, local authorities could receive income from renewable electricity provision. The income from these “feed in tariffs” would help to reduce the cost of the installations. There had been an increase in sources of renewable energy – solar panels etc. – and any of these sources that generate electricity could be eligible for the feed in tariffs. 

He also provided details of an organisation called Regen SW, which worked with business, local authorities and other organisations to deliver renewable energy and energy efficiency measures.  They were mainly funded by the South West Regional Development Agency. Their web site was http://www.regensw.co.uk/ and this also contained details of a report into potential sources of wind power in the south west.
Following questions from members, the Chairman was joined by all members in thanking Mr West for the presentation.
16.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr: K.G. Wallace.
17.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2 June 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
19.  
COMMUNITY JUSTICE PANELS – PROJECT UPDATE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2247.


RESOLVED: that the latest position be noted.
20.
ENERGY MONITORS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2248.


It was noted that Dorset County Council was initially looking to make 5 monitors available and it was agreed that the Town Council’s previously approved funding of up to £400 could be used, if needed, to:
· obtain feedback information from users of the monitors, to assess what difference they make to people’s energy use. 

· assess the demand for the monitors and if necessary make more monitors available.

· raise awareness and advertising to let people know the monitors are available.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted and that the additional measures set out above be approved.
21.
POTENTIAL USE OF THE POWER OF WELLBEING TO ASSESS THE IMPACT ON THE AREA OF THE RECESSION AND THE SUPPORT AVAILABLE 


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2249.


RESOLVED: that the Social Wellbeing Working Group identify the impact on the area of the recession and the support available, and consider the options for potential action by the Town Council and report back to this Committee. 

22.
RESPONDING TO EMERGENCIES - DEFIBRILLATOR

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2250.

It was noted that the Rotary Club could possibly help with funding to purchase a defibrillator and it was agreed that the new Town Hall community space would be a good location.


RESOLVED: that the updated position be noted and that the Town Clerk continue to identify funding sources to purchase a defibrillator.
23.
OPEN SPACES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 August, were received. 

24.
SEAGULL DAMAGE TO WASTE BAGS

The Town Clerk updated members on the proposals of West Dorset District Council 
to alleviate this problem.

It was reported that the District Council was proposing to purchase 100 gull proof sacks and 100 - 140 litre wheeled bins, as a pilot to sell to residents and businesses at cost price. The District Council did not have a policy on wheeled bins, but they did receive requests and were undertaking the pilot in response to public demand and complaints received.
Members discussed the proposal and whilst they welcomed action being taken to address this issue, the following comments were made:

· the proposal to make gull proof bags available was welcomed. The cost was not known and it was asked whether they could be made available free of charge. They also needed to be made available at the local area office and widely advertised.
· there were some concerns expressed about wheeled bins and their suitability for high street premises. The options for wheeled bins in terms of their size and location needed to be considered.
· alongside the pilot, the collection of food waste and other measures to reduce the amount of waste produced, needed also to be considered. 
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk and the Committee Chairman and Vice Chairman meet with the West Dorset District Council Head of Waste to discuss this issue and obtain more information, particularly on the use of wheeled bins, and report back to the next meeting.

25.
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT - UPDATE 

The Town Clerk reported that a proposal to conduct an audit had been received, which he would discuss with the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

The update was noted. 
26.
BRIDPORT WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY

The Town Clerk advised that the report on Stage 2 of the review of alternative sites was to be considered by the Dorset County Council Cabinet on 15 September. The Town Council’s comments had been submitted as part of the consultation exercise, undertaken as part of the review. The consultants’ report to the County Council recommended that Broomhills be taken forward for further consideration and additional investigation.


The update was noted. 
27.
CORRESPONDENCE
a)
The Town Clerk reported that a letter had been received from an organisation called “No Need for Nuclear” asking for support for their campaign to prevent the building of new nuclear power stations. He would report this to the next meeting of this Committee.
b)
The Town Clerk reported the outcome of the High Court hearing on the Literary and Scientific Institute and the agreed extension of the time allowed for the Bridport Area Development Trust to progress the Museum project, indentify funding sources and generally seek to retain the community interest in the building. The Committee expressed their congratulations to Charles Wild and Crystal Johnson for their work in managing to achieve this outcome.

28.
FUTURE REPORTS 


It was asked if there could be a report on the Green Ring walk to the next meeting of the Committee.
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 17 November 2010
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