Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 

of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 

2 September 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs: 
Ms R.C. Kayes (Chairman)





N.K. Cast (until 8.25pm) 
C.M. Ray

K.A. Day


Mrs M.J. Ray


Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.G. Rickard



Also in attendance: Cllrs G.J. Ackerman and K.G. Wallace (until 8.15pm).


PUBLIC FORUM


There were no speakers in the public forum.

16.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.

17.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8 July 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

19.
WASTE COLLECTION
Ian Doyle, West Dorset District Council Services Manager, was welcomed to the meeting.  He addressed the following issues, raised by the Committee at its last meeting. 

Bags for Waste Collection - It was recognised that in some areas there were problems with bag collection, both in terms of the waste caused from bags being split open and also potential health and safety issues for the staff lifting heavy bags. Ian liked the velcro top closure bag with a weighted base, into which bin bags could be placed, as used in East Devon. This was something that he would like to take forward with a view to possibly making these bags available locally, for people to store their bin bags prior to collection.  The Town Council would be kept informed of developments. 

New waste collection schedules – collections started in the main town centre streets from 7.30am, but the crews do come back through at 9.00am and pick up any bags put out late. The communication of the schedules would be looked at.

The Enforcement Officer would be making sure that business waste was being properly left out for collection.

Recycling of plastics – there were 4 bring banks in Bridport and the options to reduce the costs of transporting plastics were discussed and were being looked at.

Reduction of food waste – the District Council has been running a campaign to reduce food waste. Community composting could be looked at in Bridport. This was something that members would wish to pursue.  The District Council was applying for funding to bring in food waste collections in Sherborne, and if successful, would hope to extend to other towns. This could also lead to new food waste processing facilities in the area. This was an important bid, which would open up other funding opportunities for food recycling.

Additional street cleaning – this was now happening in Bridport. Members commented on whether this could happen after the waste collection rounds, rather than before.

Other issues raised:

Fly posting – the powers currently available to address fly posting would be confirmed.

Dog Waste – this could go in any bin and the height of the signs in West Bay would be looked at.

On Street Recycling Bins – members said that they would welcome new “smart” recycling bins on the high streets. These were being introduced first in Dorchester and if successful, could then be rolled out to Bridport, subject to further consultation with the Town Council.

Ian Doyle, West Dorset District Council Services Manager, was thanked for attending and for the update on these issues.

20.  
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY – REVISED DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2094 and the revised Draft Strategy. It was agreed that comments should be invited by the end of October.


RECOMMEND: that the draft Climate Change Strategy be approved for general public consultation.

21.
CYCLE ROUTES

The Town Clerk reported that he had met with the County Council officer to discuss the latest position on future cycle routes in the town. The County Council had undertaken a pre-feasibility assessment of a number of possible routes, including:

· West Street to Pymore – this route would include crossing the new bridge being introduced as part of the Flaxhayes development.

· Sea Road South to Bradpole

· East Street to Bridport Primary School

· Town Centre Bus Station to Skilling

· Gundry Lane to Skilling

· Flood Lane to West Bay

· Skilling Hill Road

· Sea Road South to Burton Road

· Skilling Hill Road to West Bay

These were all identified as possible routes, but it had been only a very preliminary study and much more work was required to assess the feasibility of the routes, both in terms of land issues and costs. There would be full consultation as part of the development of any new route. 

Members generally supported the development of cycle routes, particularly those that were part of the safer routes to school. It was also suggested that routes from villages into town should be looked at. 

RESOLVED: that the update be noted and the Committee receive a report back on the next stages in the development of cycle routes in Bridport.

22.
ENERGY MONITORS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2093. 


RESOLVED: that


(a) the proposals to support the provision of Energy Monitors be approved at a cost of no more than £400, to be met from this Committee’s budget, subject to the Finance and General Purposes Committee authorising the expenditure.


(b) the proposal be discussed further with the Dorset Energy Advice Centre and the Library Service and the final costs and proposals be reported for approval to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

23.
COMMUNITY JUSTICE PANELS


The Town Clerk reported that the District Council was working on a feasibility study on delivering this project and it was hoped that this might be available for the next meeting of this Committee. Magna Housing and other possible partners were to be approached, to see if they would support the project. 


The report back was noted. 

24.
RESPONDING TO EMERGENCIES - DEFIBRILLATOR 


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2095. 


RESOLVED: that the funding update be noted and the Town Clerk continue to identify other possible funding sources and report back to a future meeting of this Committee.

25.
FLOOD WARDEN AND FLOOD PLAN 


The Town Clerk reported that a meeting with prospective volunteer Flood Wardens was to be held on 17 September at 6.30pm in Mountfield.


The update was noted.

26.
MEALS ON WHEELS

The County Council’s proposals to review the options for this service were reported. It was noted that a meeting was being held locally the following week to look at options in Bridport. Councillor K.G. Wallace would be attending and could represent the Town Council. 

Members also noted that work was ongoing though the Partnership for Older People’s Project (POPP) to look at the options to ensure that appropriate arrangements were made by 2011, as to how the service was delivered. A representative from POPP had agreed to attend the next meeting of this Committee to update members on the proposals for Bridport.

Members generally noted the position and expressed a wish to be kept informed of developments to ensure that appropriate arrangements were put in place for this service, which provided such important support for many local people in the area. 

27.
CORRESPONDENCE
1. Woodland Burial Area – following recent press reports, the Town Clerk confirmed the Town Council’s agreed policy in respect of the management of this area.


2. Dorset County Council Environment Directorate Open Day, 21 September (9.30am to 4.00pm) at County Hall. Any members wishing to attend were invited to contact the Town Clerk.


3. Waste Forum – attendance at the next Dorset Waste Forum to be agreed with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee.

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 9 December 2009
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