Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 

of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 

8 July 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllrs: 

K.A. Day


C.M. Ray


Ms R.C. Kayes

Mrs M.J. Ray


Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.G. Rickard



Also in attendance: 
Cllrs G.J. Ackerman and K.G. Wallace.


1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes be elected Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2009/2010. 

Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes in the Chair 

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr D.G. Rickard be elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2009/2010.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no speakers in the public forum.

3.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr N.K. Cast.

4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 25 March 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Town Clerk reported under minute 54, that he was hoping to arrange the meeting to discuss the possibility of community justice panels in Bridport before the end of the month.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests. 

6.
WASTE COLLECTION
Ian Doyle, West Dorset District Council Services Manager, was unable to attend the meeting to discuss current waste collection and street cleaning issues. 


The Town Clerk reported that West Dorset District Council was looking at the options to address the problem of waste being left out on the streets and being targeted by seagulls. They were particularly looking to work with businesses to prevent this happening. From next Monday, a new cleansing regime was also to be introduced, with a sweeper employed between 9.00am and 5.00pm, to clean regularly and empty litter bins.


Members said that there were a number of issues that they would have liked to have raised with the District Council Services Manager. These included:

· looking at possible alternative, more robust bags to put the waste in. Two examples were shown – a bag with a weighted base, Velcro top closure into which bin bags could be put and was used in East Devon and a netting device that could fit over and around the bags. Both examples could prevent gulls attacking the bags. Both would be passed to West Dorset for their comments.

· longer term waste issues and recycling such as recycling plastics, community composting etc.

· the reduction of food waste – need for public information campaign.

· public health issues and the possible need for additional street and public toilet cleaning.

· prevention of fly posting.

RESOLVED:  that the matters raised above and any other related issues be looked at further by the Environment Committee Working Group and then be brought back for discussion at the next meeting of this Committee. The West Dorset District Council Services Manager to be invited to that meeting.

7.  
CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY – FIRST DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2086 and the Strategy produced by the Environment Committee Working Group.


It was noted that this was a first draft of the Strategy. It was intended to be looked at again by the Environment Committee Working Group and discussed with relevant bodies with an interest in this issue, including West Dorset District Council, bearing in mind their own Climate Change Strategy. The Strategy would then come back to this Committee and full Council in September, to be approved for public consultation. A draft Action Plan would also be developed.


RESOLVED: 

(1)
that the first draft of the Climate Change Strategy be discussed further at the Environment Committee Working Group and with other relevant bodies. 

(2)
that the updated Strategy be reported for approval at the September meetings of this Committee and the full Council, prior to going out for general public consultation.

8.
ENERGY AWARENESS WEEK 2009


The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had been represented at the Food Festival, Energy Day and the Charter Fair, as part of the Climate Change and Energy Awareness Week. It had been a successful week and a large number of people had visited the Town Council stall. 


The report back was noted. 

9.
RESPONDING TO EMERGENCIES - DEFIBRILLATOR 


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2088. 

In considering the report, the Committee asked for further information on the location and training to be provided.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk undertake further discussions as detailed and report back to the next meeting of this Committee with further information on the location and training to be provided, prior to submitting a funding application to the British Heart Foundation for the purchase of a defibrillator. 
10.
COAST FORUM
The Town Council’s representative on the Forum, Cllr D.G. Rickard, reported back, for information, on the last meeting of the Forum. Issues discussed included off shore wind farms and the C-SCOPE (Combining Sea and Coastal Planning in Europe) project to deliver a pilot marine plan.
11.
SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN 2 – CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2087. 


It was noted that the locations in the Plan within the Bridport parish were West Bay East Beach to the eastern pier and West Beach to West Cliff (East). The recommended plan for West Bay was to continue to protect assets within the town, through defending the present position and thereby minimise the risk of flooding and erosion.

The report proposed a “hold the line” for both locations in the short and medium term, “hold the line” in the long term for West Beach to West Cliff (East) and managed realignment in the long term (50 -100 years) for the East Beach to the eastern pier location. The Committee generally supported this approach, as in many other areas the policy being proposed was “no active intervention”. The Committee did however feel that, bearing in mind the potential impact of moving the defence line inland as part of the proposed long term managed realignment of East Beach to the eastern pier, that ideally it would want to see the “hold the line” approach applied in the longer term (50 -100 years) at this location as well. 

RESOLVED: that the comments above be agreed as the Town Council’s response to the Shoreline Management Plan, in respect of its implications for West Bay.

12.
ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT OF TOWN COUNCIL BUILDINGS AND SERVICES
The Town Clerk updated the Committee for information on the progress of this work. 

Members emphasised the need to continue collecting base data on energy usage. This would enable assessments to be made of the impact of measures, such as the ground floor partition in Mountfield. 

The update was noted.

13.
CYCLE ROUTES

The Town Clerk reported that he was to meet with Andrew Bradley, from Dorset County Council, to discuss this issue and potential new cycle routes. A full report would be presented to the next meeting of this Committee. It was also asked if information could be reported to that meeting on the feasibility of more cycle racks, for possible inclusion in the Town Plan.

The update was noted.

14.
FLOOD WARDEN AND FLOOD PLAN 


The Town Clerk reported that the meeting of those people who had volunteered to be Flood Wardens would be held over the summer and the aim was to have the Flood Plan in place by the end of the year.


The update was noted.

15.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items raised.

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 2 September 2009
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