Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 14 September 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

H.B. Samuel

A.J. Fifield


R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett

Mrs M.J. Ray


K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Mike Fowler, Friends of the Earth, spoke in support of agenda item 8 and asked that the Town Council support the petition to the EU so as to facilitate a proper legislative framework for areas to remain GM free.     

Mrs Amanda Streatfeild spoke in respect of the 2006 Bridport Food Festival, to be held during 7-9 July. She advised that a new committee had been formed and they wished to build on the Beacon Town status for Bridport, which had been granted for its prominence in promoting local food and producers. The committee were looking at the idea of holding the festival on Asker Meadows and were in the throes of applying to ‘Chalk & Cheese’ for a grant.

27.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: A.L.G. Harrison and 

A.F.H. Tiltman.

28.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6 July 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

29.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 39(a). Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest as a member of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Minute 34. Cllr C.M. Ray declared a personal interest as a member of Friends of the Earth.

Minute 34. Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal interest as a member of Friends of the Earth.

Minute 39(a). Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest as a member of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

30.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1510, be noted and approved as follows,  

(a) Asbestos Survey: that the report be noted.

(b) Town Seats:  

(i) the seat near Woolworths is removed and a new seat relocated slightly further eastwards alongside the taper area of the lay by, 

(ii) a seat is installed at Skilling Oval on the existing hard surfaced area.

(c) St Mary’s Football Pitches: the appreciation of the Town Council be passed

to the Football Association in respect of the award of a grant for the goalposts at 

St. Mary’s Playing Fields and to BYPAT and Bridport Junior Football Club for

their contributions.

(d) Peter Foote Play Area: a single goal be provided to alleviate the nuisance and damage being caused to the perimeter fencing.
(e) Fencing – Plottingham and St Mary’s: tenders be invited and a report on the findings be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee.

(f)  Riverside Gardens: negotiations be opened with the County Council for the

transfer of the land at nil consideration.

31.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006 – 1st REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1513.

RECOMMENDED: that the 2005 / 2005 Estimates 1st revision be approved.
32.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

28 July 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.

33.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Bridport Local Area Partnership Committee held on 23 June 2005 be received. 
34.
GMO-FREE ZONES: PETITION TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1519.

RECOMMENDED: that the petition to the European Commission outlined in the above report be signed by the Town Council.

35.
DEFRA CONSULTATION: RURAL, SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMME


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1525.

RESOLVED: that the matter be referred to the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee and for this sub committee to be granted the authority to submit the Town Councils comments to Defra so as to comply with the closing date for consultation. 
36.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME


The Town Clerk and the Leader of the Council advised of the series of meetings that had taken place recently with key stakeholders and WDDC. A joint Newsletter will shortly be published and there is to be an exhibition and consultation in respect of the revised traffic proposals and Harbour Green in Bridport Library 3 – 15 October 2005. The water sports group had formed a project action group and had recently been joined by representatives from the Arts Centre, Museum and Sir John Colfox School. The challenge of closing the funding grant by external means still remains.

The Town Clerk reported that the West Dorset District Council was considering converting the Salt House for community use and that he and the Town Surveyor had inspected the property today.

RESOLVED: that;

(a) the report be received,

           (b) the West Dorset District Council be advised that the Town Council would be interested in managing the Salt House for providing community usage of the building.
37.
TOWN CRIER’S REPORT


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1515. The Town Clerk advised that applications would be invited for the position of Town Crier shortly.

RESOLVED: that the Town Crier’s report be received and a donation of £145 be made to the Somerset and Dorset Air Ambulance and a letter of thanks be sent to the outgoing Town Crier for his work over many years.
38.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1516. 

The Town Clerk advised that he would be reminding councillors who have yet to submit their reports.

RESOLVED: that the Councillor’s be thanked for their reports summarising their activity for 2004/2005, and the submissions be approved.

39.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters:

(a) from the Bridport Job Centre, detailing the amendment to their opening hours.   
RESOLVED: that the Town Council expresses its disapproval at the reduction of the access to the excellent services provided locally and the detrimental effect it will have on jobseekers,

(b) that the Bridport Community Football Partnership would like to see the freehold of St Mary’s Field transferred to the ownership of the Town Council.

RESOLVED: that in principle the Town Council favours such a proposal and should this matter proceed, a report be submitted to a future meeting of this committee.

(c) from the Bridport Heritage Forum thanking the Town Council for the free use of the Town hall for its Forties House exhibition. Over 6,600 visitors had attended. They suggested that Bridport needed a facility to stage different events and felt that the old Library Building in East Street would be a suitable premise for such activities.  

40.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that she was very pleased to note how successful the Forties House exhibition and the Trafalgar celebrations had been and looked forward to the Town giving its support to the Massed Bands event to be held for possibly the last time, over the weekend of 24-25 September 2005.

 (b) The Town Clerk reported that:

(i) new drinking prohibition orders for designated areas in Bridport and West Bay came in to force on 16 September 2005. The orders are designed to help curb anti social behaviour as a result of excessive alcohol consumption in the popular public amenity areas,

(ii) Inspector Jenkins had now moved on from Bridport to a new post in Sherborne and had thanked the Town Council for their support and co-operation during his time in the town.

RESOLVED: that the thanks and best wishes of the Town Council be forwarded to him for his hard work and co-operation during his term of office.

(iii) Dorset County Council are holding an Environmental Services Open Day on 20 September 2005 between 9.30 and 12.00 and that some vacancies remain.

41.
LICENCING ACT, 1964 AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ACT) 1982

The Committee considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1508.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
42.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1514, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

                                                                                                            Received

1. Local Works. Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill.


2.
Bridport Arts Centre. 3 year Strategic Plan – 2005/2008.



3.
WDDC. 2005 Performance Plan and 2004 report.

10/08/05 


4.
DCC. Listen In - Summer 2005 – Issue 19.


24/08/05

5.
Countryside Focus. Summer 2005 – Issue 37.


26/08/05

6.
Dorset Coast Forum. Spring Meeting 2005.


30/08/05

7. WDDC. Resources and Overview Committee Agenda 

and Corporate Procurement Strategy Report 2005-2006.
01/09/05

43.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 2 of the 2005/2006 accounts, in the sum of £88,601.49, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

44.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

45.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported the current situation in respect of the renewal of the leases of the tenants of Mountfield and the tenant of the Town Hall. The local authority tenants at Mountfield were taking an inordinate amount of time to conclude the negotiations. In respect of the Town Hall, It was hoped that the Council’s professional advisor would be in a position to submit a report concerning the draft agreement reached with the tenant to the Council meeting on 27 September 2005. 

46.
STAFFING MATTERS
(a) The Town Clerk reported that the new Caretaker/Cleaner, Mr. Colin Divall, was appointed at the beginning of August. He and the Town surveyor outlined the revised working arrangements, which were currently on trial.

           RESOLVED: that the report be received and approved.     

(b) National Agreement 2005 / 2006 - Councillors considered a report of Cllrs Miss S.A. Brown and D.R. Tett, ENCL: 1524.

All Town Council staff left the room during the discussion of this item.

RESOLVED: that the recommendation detailed in ENCL: 1524 be approved. 

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 16 November 2005
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