Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 6 July 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett

Mrs M.J. Ray


K.G. Wallace

H.B. Samuel

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, A.L.G. Harrison and C.D. Wild. 

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray is elected Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2005/2006. 

It was noted that Cllr D.R. Tett abstained from the vote for the chairman on the grounds that re-election for a third term was not in the spirit of standing order 26(c) (x).

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie is elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2005/2006.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Anthony Wilsdon, Manager of the Dorset Supporting People Team briefed members of the current situation concerning the Bridport Foyer. The Magna Housing Group had taken the decision in October 2004 to withdraw as a provider for this type of support scheme for young people. Subsequently, a tender process for a new provider was undertaken and Mr Wilsdon advised that the Bournemouth Churches Housing Association had accepted the contract for the Bridport Foyer. Accreditation as a foyer scheme had in the meantime been withdrawn and the newly appointed provider has undertaken to seek re-accreditation. The ‘Oh Crumbs’ facility will continue.

3.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: A.J. Fifield, Mrs G.L. Fifield and A.F.H. Tiltman. 

4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6 April 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 7(h); Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie declared a personal interest being the Secretary for BYPAT. 

6.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1492.

           The Leader of the Council commented that reports from the town councillor representatives on the activities of outside bodies were a valuable source of information. The Town Clerk will circulate a reporting form so as to facilitate ease of reporting on the outside bodies’ activities.

RECOMMENDED: that the appointments and representatives of the Council as set out below be approved.


Access for All Officer 


Mr D Rockett


Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Cllr A F H Tiltman

Tree Warden




Mr R Wilkinson


Representatives of Organisations


Dorset Association of Parish and Town


Councils AGM, Area Committee


Larger Council’s Committee

Cllr R H Nicholls


Museum Trust



Cllr Mrs C A Murless








Cllr C D Wild

School Governing Body

           St Catherine’s (RC) VA


Cllr H B Samuel
until 2006

Age Concern, Bridport


Cllr G J Ackerman

Cllr Mrs S A Bagnall

Bridport Arts Centre 


Cllr Mrs M J Ray

Management Committee      
                     

Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr R J Stoodley

Management Committee

Bridport Charities Trustees


Cllr Mrs C A Murless

Cllr C M Ray






Cllr Mrs M J Ray

Cllr H B Samuel






Town Mayor – ex officio

Bridport/St Vaast La Hougue

Cllr G J Ackerman

Twinning Association


Cllr H B Samuel





Bridport Chamber of Trade 

and Commerce
Cllr Ms C L Clare


Bridport & West Dorset Sports Trust
Cllr Mrs C A Murless


Management Committee


Bridport Young Persons Action Trust
Cllr Ms F K McKenzie


Bridport Youth Centre


Cllr H B Samuel


Management Committee







Crime Prevention Panel


Cllr A L G Harrison


West Dorset District Scout Council
Cllr D R Tett 


Bridport Action Young People

Cllr A J Fifield

Bridport Local Area Partnership
Cllr C D Wild 

Cllr C M Ray

Cllr A J Fifield





Axe Valley and West Dorset

Ring and Ride Service


Cllr Mrs G L Fifield


A35 Communities’ Initiative

Cllr C D Wild 

Cllr D R Tett


Bridport Millennium Green Trust

Cllr D R Tett (until 2 March 2008)

West Bay Liaison Panel 


Cllr Mrs G L Fifield

Cllr C D Wild

Good Books Services Trust

Cllr R J Stoodley

West Dorset Western Area Transport
Cllr Mrs S A Bagnall

Action Group (WATAG)





Bridport and District Community

Cllr G J Ackerman


Football Partnership





Dorset Drug and Alcohol


Cllr A J Fifield

Advisory Service

Bridport Local Food Group


Cllr C M Ray

Bridport Heritage Forum


Cllr Mrs C A Murless


Bridport and District 


Cllr K G Wallace

Tourism Association




7.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1481, be noted and approved as follows,  

(a) Town Hall:

(i)
that the Town Council thanks Mr Snook for the love and attention he gives to the Town Hall Clock voluntarily and that he be advised that in recognition, a total donation of £100 will be made to charities of the Mayor’s choosing. 
(ii)
that approval be given to undertake improvements to the ladies toilets and to accept the quotation from West Dorset District Council to carry out the works at an estimated cost of £1,600.

(b) Whetham House (adjoining Borough Gardens): that Magna Housing Association be advised that the Town Council would favour a bench. 

(c) Bridport Millennium Green: that the Friends of the Bridport Millennium Green be thanked for the recent donation and the offer of further support and that they are made aware of any future projects where a donation might be appropriate.
(d) Cycleway – Foundry Lane to Skilling Hill Road: that the report be noted and the outcome awaited.


(e) Mountfield flagpole: that the flagpole at Mountfield be not replaced.    

(f)  Riverside Gardens: that the Town Council continues with the current arrangements regarding the leasing and maintenance of Riverside 

     Gardens, and enters into a new agreement with Dorset County Council for a 

      term of 25 years.
(g) Asbestos Survey: that the outcome of the surveys be reported back to this committee. 


(h) St Mary’s Playing Field – Small football Pitch: that the pitch be amended as described in time for the 2005/2006 season and BYPAT be thanked for a promised contribution of £200 and that the Bridport Junior Football Club are also fundraising to assist towards the cost of this project be welcomed.

           (i)  Street Lighting 2005/2006: that support be given to the projects in Longs Lane       £2,500 and the Bridport Scout Group £200 (but allocated to the Playing Fields Grounds Maintenance Budget) and that the budget balance of £2,100 be reserved pending discussions with West Dorset District Council in respect of the Church Street scheme.

8.
CCTV
Consideration was given to a joint report of the Town Clerk and Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1496.

RESOLVED: that discussion of this item be deferred to the Council meeting due to 

be held on 26 July 2005.

9.
PROPOSED JOINT CHANGING FACILITIES –ST MARY’S PLAYING FIELD

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1498.

RESOLVED: that approval be given for the proposed joint changing facilities and that the submission of a planning application be made by the town council.

10.
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1494.

RESOLVED: that the above report be noted and that the Best Value and Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committees give consideration to this Act when further details are known.

11.
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2005

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1487.

RECOMMENDED: that the report be approved.
It was also noted that the Town Council’s external auditors name has been changed from HLB AV Audit to BDO Stoy Hayward.

12.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

21 June 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.

13.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

14 June 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.
14.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Bridport Local Area Partnership Committee held on 24 March 2005 be received. 
15.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY

           The Town Clerk updated members of the conversation he had that day with Mr Sage of the Farmers Market in respect of Bucky Doo Square.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Working Party held on 

26 April 2005 be received and that the matter of usage of Bucky Doo Square be referred to a future meeting of this working party. 
16.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME


Councillors considered ENCL: 1504. The Town Clerk and the Leader of the Council advised of the meetings, which had taken place over the last couple of months with the various water sports groups and the endeavour to develop a multi-water sports strategy, which could possibly attract external funding. 

RESOLVED: that the above outcome and situation be noted.
17.
ANNUAL SITE VISIT

It was RESOLVED that this would again take the form of a tour of the areas that the Town Council are responsible for and that details would follow in due course.

18.
CAR PARKS AND CONVENIENCES – WDDC SCRUTINY

The Town Clerk reported that he had received an e-mail from Cllr D.R. Tett advising that the WDDC Car Parks and Conveniences Scrutiny Committee had its first informal meeting on 28 June 2005 and had decided that they would visit the various towns and places throughout the district to see for themselves the position on the ground. As a result, a meeting has been arranged for 12 July 2005 to visit Bridport and that the WDDC Scrutiny Committee has requested that a member of the Town Council be nominated to attend. The Town Clerk advised that the Town Surveyor would also be in attendance.

           The Town Council was led to understand that WDDC claimed that only six letters of complaint had been received about the introduction of overnight parking charges. This does not correspond with the large number of complaints received by town councillors.

           RESOLVED: that the Leader of the Town Council be nominated as its representative for the above meeting and that the WDDC Car Parks and Conveniences Scrutiny Committee be advised that town councillors had directly received a larger number of complaints from Bridport residents and organisations concerning the introduction of the overnight car park charges. 

19.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters:

(a) from Bridport Charities Trustees and the Friends of the Museum with thanks for the use of the Town Hall for their meetings,   
(b) that an emergency planning meeting (cost £15) is to take place at County Hall on Saturday 16 July 2005. Any members interested in attending should contact the Town Clerk. 

(c) from WDDC concerning the funding for implementing the Alcohol Consumption in Public Places Designation Order in Bridport and West Bay. The costs of signage and associated works had risen to £2,500 and WDDC were seeking a 50% contribution from the Town Council. The Town Clerk advised that the town council had supported the introduction of this order and that the Police were keen to see the Order in place for the summer holiday period.

RECOMMENDED to contribute 50% or £1,000, whichever was the smaller. 

20. ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that:

(i) Her Civic Service is to take place on 10 July 2005 at 6.30pm at St Mary’s,  

(ii) The Friends of the Millennium Green are hoping to organise a walk on the evening of Wednesday 20 July. Details to be found in the Bridport News,

(iii) Parades are to take place in the town on 14 August and 21 August in connection with the VE 60th World War 11 commemorations and the re-enactment of the New Trafalgar Dispatch respectively,

(iv) She reported that the preparation of the forties house exhibition in the Town Hall involved a considerable amount of work and as result requested that the Council meeting of 26 July be moved to Mountfield. 

RECOMMENDED: that the Council meeting of 26 July be moved to Mountfield.

(b) The Town Clerk reported that:

(i) The recent delivery of market bags had already sold out and as such APPROVAL was granted to re-order prior to the next meeting of the Market Sub Committee,

(ii)  He advised members that on a small number of occasion there were matters which were outside his delegated authority and the timing often occurred outside the committee meetings cycle and as such suggested it would be helpful to form a Miscellaneous and Urgent Matters ‘ad hoc’ Committee to consider these type of matters at short notice. He further suggested that the sub committee be delegated to make decisions on behalf of the Council but under the auspices of this committee and be limited to matters incurring expenditure of up to £300.

RECOMMENDED: that the above ‘ad hoc’ sub committee be formed with the delegated authority to deal with matters up to £300 and to comprise the Leader of the Council, Chairman of this committee, the Town Mayor and Cllr D.R. Tett. 

21.
LICENCING ACT, 1964 AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ACT) 1982

The Committee considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1476.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
22.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1493, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

                                                                                                            Received


1.
WDDC – Executive Committee 17 May 2005.


10/05/05

2. WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee

24 May 2005.






17/05/05

3. WDDC – Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee

31 May 2005.






23/05/05

4. Dorset’s Strategy for Children and Young People 

2005-2006 – Dorset Children and Young People’s 

Strategic Partnership.





06/06/05


5.
WDDC – Executive Committee 30 June 2005.


23/06/05

6.
WDDC – Capital Strategy 2005-2008 - INC Prudential

Indicators.







23/06/05

7. WDDC – Treasury Management Strategy & Annual

Investment Strategy.





23/06/05

8. ODPM – Implementing Electronic Government Return

2005 Mid Term (IEG4.5).   





23/06/05

23.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 1 of the 2005/2006 accounts, in the sum of £152,423.68, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

24.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

25.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported the current situation in respect of the renewal of the leases of the tenants of Mountfield and the tenant of the Town Hall. In respect of the Town Hall, the tenant had indicated that he would wish to carry out extensive refurbishment of his leased premises.

26.
STAFFING MATTERS
(a) The Town Clerk reported that the Caretaker/Cleaner had resigned and advised that he and the Town Surveyor were reviewing the situation and examining the potential of operating in a different way in order to provide a cost effective deployment of the resources available.


(b) National Agreement 2005/2006 - Councillors considered ENCL: 1505.

RESOLVED: that the Miscellaneous and Urgent Matters ‘ad hoc’ sub committee consider the matter in detail and make a recommendation to this committee.

The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 14 September 2005
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