Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 16 November 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:  Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray

A.J. Fifield


H.B. Samuel

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield. 

A.L.G. Harrison and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM


The member of the public present declined the opportunity to speak and wished only to observe proceedings.

47.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.

48.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 14 September 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 50(e). Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a prejudicial personal interest as an electrical contractor involved with Christmas lighting and left the room during its discussion and the decision made.

50.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1542, be noted and approved as follows,  

(a) Street Lighting: the improvement to the Longs Lane scheme be adopted at an estimated cost of £4,660,
(b) Skilling Allotments: if no or part funding is secured during this financial year, provision to be made in the draft 2006/07 estimates for the extension work at an estimated cost of £3,500, less any funding that may be received,

(c) Fencing – Plottingham and St Mary’s Play Areas: the lowest tender received from C.N. Richards Ltd, in the sum of £8,230, be accepted,

(d) Coneygar Hill – Traflagar Woods Project: the Town Council passes on its 

     thanks to the Friends of the Millennium Green for its kind donation of oak trees,
(e) Bucky Doo Christmas Tree 2005: the Christmas trees and other trees be 

     dealt with as described in the report and that the Round Table be thanked for the provision of the main tree,

(f) Cemetery Mower: the Town Surveyor be authorised to investigate the 

     possibility of purchasing a replacement mower in this financial year and to report his findings to the next meeting of this committee.
51.
CHARGES FOR SERVICES

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1554. 


RECOMMENDED: that the report be approved.

52.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006 – 2nd REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1552. The 2nd revision was scrutinised by members and they also advised that they were pleased with the improved presentation of the estimates. 

RECOMMENDED: that the 2005/2006 Estimates 2nd revision be approved.
53.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meetings of the Sub Committee held on 

13 September 2005 and 27 October 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.

54.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Bridport Local Area Partnership Committee held on 8 September 2005 be received. 
55.
MARKET SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

18 October 2005 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted.

56.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

4 October 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.
57.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Working Party held on 

12 October 2005 and 25 October 2005 be received and the recommendations in the 25 October 2005 meeting be approved.
58.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME


The Town Clerk updated members on the series of meetings that had taken place and that WDDC had appointed Defacto to undertake a business feasibility study in respect of the interpretative/multi-purpose classroom facility that the West Bay Project Action Group had been considering for inclusion with the Mound Building scheme. WDDC has indicated their willingness to lease some land adjacent to the main car park at West Bay for the purposes of providing a children’s play area. In addition there was the possibility of using Section 106 money to help to finance the schemes under discussion. 

The Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild advised that there was a funding gap between what the WDDC had available and what the community would like to see provided. Accordingly, the meetings to which the Town Clerk had referred to were also examining ways of securing external funding to close the gap.

Cllr A.J. Fifield advised that a local Trust could possibly be the body to develop the children’s play area and there was the advantage that this type of organisation could secure further external grants to help finance the scheme.

RESOLVED: that the above reports be received.
59.
YOUTH DEMOCRACY WEEKEND
Councillors considered a report of Cllrs: A.J. and Mrs G.L. Fifield, ENCL: 1557. The committee found the report to be most informative and hoped that ways could be found to implement and support the ideas / issues identified by the young people attending the above event. 

RESOLVED: that Cllrs: A.J. and Mrs G.L. Fifield be thanked for their report and that consideration be given to the ideas and issues expressed by the young people.

60.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1555. 

RESOLVED: that the submissions be received.

The Town Clerk advised that Cllr R.J. Stoodley had volunteered at the last council meeting to take the place of Cllr C.D. Wild at a recent meeting of WEDBAG and as such it would now be appropriate for him to remain as the council’s representative on WEDBAG until the end of this municipal year. This was AGREED.

61.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters:

(a) Thank you letters in respect of town council grants that were received from the Bridport Disabled Drop-In Club, Bridport United Church, Victim Support Dorset, St Catherine’s Pre School, Life Education Centres Dorset, St Mary’s Stonework Appeal, Heritage Coast Canoe Club, First Dorset Credit Union and the Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride Service.


(b) St Swithun’s Church regarding the Closed Churchyard payment.


(c) Bothenhampton and Walditch Parish Council concerning the appearance of the 

Sea Road roundabouts. This matter will be considered at the next meeting of 

the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee on 17 January 2006.

62.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that she was delighted with the attendance at the Remembrance Sunday Parade, in particular the large numbers of children, and hoped that the forthcoming Late Night Shopping evening on 7 December 2005 would be well supported.

(b) The Town Clerk reported that: -

(i) The Town Council’s honorary tree officer, Robin Wilkinson, after many years service, would be resigning his position once a replacement has been found. 

RECOMMENDED: that the Council placed on record their thanks for his advice and sterling work over the years. 

(ii) the Chair of the Bridport Local Food Group, Amanda Streatfeild, following on from her presentation at the last meeting of this committee had now formally requested for permission to use Asker Meadows for a Food Festival between 7-9 July 2006.

RESOLVED: that approval in principle be granted to the Bridport Local Food Group to use Asker Meadows for a Food Festival between 7-9 July 2006 subject to the necessary permissions being obtained from the Environment Agency and WDDC and further details of the layout and organisation being submitted to the town council.

(iii)      the Quarterly Newsletters and the second Annual Report will shortly be available for distribution by Councillors. It was noted that these would be delivered unaccompanied by any other literature.  

(iv)      Mr. Wilsdon or the Focus Housing Group would be providing a briefing on the latest situation concerning the Bridport Foyer building at the council meeting on 29 November 2005. 

63.
LICENCING ACT, 1964 AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ACT) 1982

The Committee considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1526.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
Councillors expressed deep concern at the contents of the letter in connection with the licensing application for the Amusement Arcade received from Cllr Summers, Chair of the WDDC Licensing Panel. It erroneously inferred that the town council had not objected to the Planning Application for the Amusement Arcade which was incorrect as the town council’s Plans Committee at its meeting on 11 July 2005 had formally objected to WDDC. The town council had also objected to the licensing application.

Cllr C.D. Wild advised that he and the Town Clerk at a recent meeting with senior officials and Leader of the Council of WDDC had raised the apparent lack of communication between departments at West Dorset District Council which has recently lead to difficulties with regard to the appropriate committees of the district council passing on the onus on planning or licensing issues to each other. 

64.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1556, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:



                                                                                     Received

1. WDDC – Executive Committee Agenda 11/10/05

04/10/05

2.
WDDC – Special Executive Committee Agenda 11/10/05
04/10/05

3.
WDDC – Executive Committee Agenda 15/11/05

08/11/05

4.
DCC -     Corporate Plan 2005-2006


Supplementary List







Received



a.
Joseph Weld & Trimar Hospice and CancerCare Dorset

Newsletter Autumn 2005.





14/11/05

65.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2005/2006 accounts, in the sum of £71,375.72, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

66.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

67.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Surveyor reported the current position regarding the works required on the Tenants premises at the Town Hall and the tenders which had been received.

RESOLVED: that the lowest tender received from Abbey Contracting Ltd, in the 

sum of £6,470, be accepted,

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 1 February 2006
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