Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 1 February 2006 

at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:  Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray

A.J. Fifield


R.J. Stoodley


Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett

K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield, A.L.G. Harrison and

C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr David Burks spoke on behalf of the Flagpole Appeal Fund for Mountfield. Donations of over £500 (including £100 from the Friends of Bridport Millennium Green) have been received and hoped that this would encourage the committee to be supportive and reinstate the flagpole as it was viewed by many as an important civic amenity. He also suggested that it be called the Bernard Gale Memorial Flagpole and if possible be opened at the forthcoming May Day celebrations.

68.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs C.L. Clare, R.H. Nicholls and H.B. Samuel.

69.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 November 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

70.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 75. Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a prejudicial personal interest as an electrical contractor involved with Christmas lighting.

Minute 72. Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, C.M. Ray and Mrs M.J. Ray re-iterated their declaration of personal interest previously made at the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee meeting on 6 December 2005.

Minute 72. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as the town council nominated trustee of the Bridport Museum.

Minute 74. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as a member of the Bridport Environment Group.

Minute 85(a). Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest as a director of DDAAS.

Minute 84. Cllr R.J. Stoodley withdrew a previously declared standing interest in respect of the Cemetery.

71.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1574, be approved as follows,  

(a) Mountfield Flagpole: the donation of over £500 as outlined by Mr D Burks towards a replacement flagpole be accepted, and the council thanks be passed to the fundraisers and that the flagpole be reinstated, noting that the remainder of the cost would fall to the council,
(b) Peter Foote Play Area Fencing: the owner of an adjoining property be given permission to rebuild the adjoining retaining wall, subject to the appropriate safety conditions and that the work to replace a length of dilapidated fencing be carried out this financial year at the revised estimated cost of £867, 

(c) West Bay Play Area: the project be supported in principle and the design be determined by consultation; all funding avenues to be explored and the findings brought to a future meeting of this committee.

(d) Asker Meadows, Circus: annual visit be approved, subject to the necessary statutory procedures. 
(e)
The following items were noted, for information: -
(i) transfer of Bucky Doo Square and Flaxhayes allotments at nil cost from West Dorset District Council to the Town Council and the impending transfer of the Flaxhayes Play Area and the adjoining field,

(ii) the Environment Agency will shortly be starting work on the Greenfields property at St Mary’s, which will result in short term unavailability of the small children’s play area,

(i) the entrance porch at Mountfield had undergone emergency repairs. 

72.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meetings of the Sub Committee held on 

6 December 2005 be received and the recommendations adopted.

73.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that;

(a) the minutes of the meeting of the Bridport Local Area Partnership Committee held on 24 November 2005 be received,

(b) arising from minute 6, a letter be sent to the Rural Commission on Affordable Housing with a view to lobby for securing more housing for local people.
74.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

13 December 2005 be received and the recommendations (20 and 22) be adopted.
RECOMMENDATION: the draft Terms of Reference of the proposed Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee be approved (recommendation 21) but further consideration as to the timing of the formation of a new main committee be considered at the council meeting on 14 February 2006.   

75.
ESTIMATES 2006/2007 

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1587. 

The Town Clerk invited Town Councillors to consider four precept options, which were all estimated to provide a break even budget.


After detailed discussion, it was RECOMMENDED to the Town Council that:

(a) a Precept in the sum of £347,599 be levied. 

(This represents Option 2 (£353,349), amended by reducing the civic budget heading, flags and bunting, by £750, from £2,000 to £1,250 by bringing expenditure forward into the current financial year, and removing the £5,000 Basketball Ring item from the other services budget heading, for consideration in a future budget. In addition, it was suggested that the Chancery Lane Lighting provision, in the same section of the budget, be amalgamated with the existing street lighting provision. )

(b)
the capital estimates as set out in paragraph 4.1 be approved, 

(c) the draft estimates for 2006/2007 detailed in the Appendix and incorporating the above amendments be approved,

76.
WEST BAY REGENERATION
The Leader of the Council reported the good news that SWERDA had set aside 

£7.1 Million for the World Heritage Site and out of this sum the West Bay 

classroom / interpretative centre had received an allocation. He thanked the West Bay Projects Action Group for their enthusiasm and hard work in helping with the bid. Dr Sam Rose of the World Heritage Team was also thanked in securing the funds for the World Heritage Site. A feasibility study into the viability of the classroom / Interpretative centre is due to report back to WDDC shortly and its findings will be fedback into the development of the project. He added that the talks are to be reopened next week between WDDC and the Environment Agency to sort out the future of the Mound Building.

Cllr A.J. Fifield referred to the earlier discussions concerning the proposed play area and was pleased with the progress being made. He added that the interpretative centre would be a focal point for our community and an attraction for people to come and visit the area. 

The Town Clerk advised that an application to WDDC had been made for the transfer of the Salt House and the land earmarked fro the proposed play area to the Town Council and he was now awaiting the outcome.

RESOLVED: that the above reports be received.
77.
BRIDPORT AMBULANCE STATION
Councillors discussed ambulance cover for Bridport, update on the ambulance station and the proposed merger of the Ambulance Trust. 

RESOLVED: to write to the Dorset Ambulance Trust with a number of questions on this matter and the outcome be discussed at a future meeting of this committee.

78.
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (INDEMNITIES FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS) ORDER 2004


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1572. 

RESOLVED: that the report be received and the provision of indemnity for council members and officers be welcomed and considered further when more information becomes available.

79.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that:

(a) a number of local organisations had expressed an interest in donating a seat 

in memory of the late Martin Pugh, who sold the Big Issue in the town.  

RESOLVED that this item be further considered at the Council meeting on 14 February 2006. 

(b) a letter of thanks had been received in respect of a town council grant of £4,000 received by the Bridport Leisure Centre, thanking Councillors and the Town Clerk for the helpful meeting with the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee on 27 October 2005.

80.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) 
The Town Mayor announced that the

(i) Stonework Appeal for St Mary’s Church had reached its target,

(ii) anticipated boundary walk would be held on Easter Monday,

(iii) Mayoral Walkabout would be held on Thursday 16 March 2006, and

(iv) Civic Night is to be brought forward by one week to Thursday 20 April 2006, in St Mary’s Church.

(b)
The Town Clerk reported that the Sustainable Communities Bill meeting 

would now be held at the Town Hall on Thursday 2 February 2006 at 

7.30 pm.

81.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1571, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

Received

1. WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny Committee

29/11/05.


2.
WDDC – Half-year report on Performance Plan 2005.

30/11/05

3.
WDDC – Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee

6/12/05.







30/11/05

4. WDDC – Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee 

13/12/05.







06/12/05

5. DAPTC Minutes of the Town and Large Parish Councils

held on 25/11/05.






14/12/05

6. WDDC – Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee

10/01/06.







23/12/05

7. The Jurassic Post – Edition 3: Sept – Dec 2005.

8.
WDDC – Executive Committee 17/01/06.


10/01/06

9.
WDDC – Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee

24/01/06.







17/01/06

10. Bridport Area Older People’s Forum Newsletter – 

Views From Older People.

Supplementary List







Received


a. WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee 31 January 2006. 




24/01/06

b. South & West Dorset Broadcasting Action Group – 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 20/01/06.

01/02/06

82.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 4 of the 2005/2006 accounts, in the sum of £121,225.45, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

83.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

84.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported that Mr Paul Pinkett had been offered the post of Cemetery Superintendent; following the resignation of Mr. Carl Stoodley and that the appointment was subject to the receipt of satisfactory references and medical questionnaire.

          RESOLVED: the above report be received and the action taken endorsed.

85.
PROPERTY MATTERS
(a) The Town Clerk reported the concluding position regarding the review of the Town Council leases.

           RESOLVED: the above report be received and the action taken endorsed.

(b) Councillors considered ENCL: 1590. The Town Surveyor reported that the land was suitable for the provision of two allotments and there would be additional costs associated with fencing and clearing of the site to be taken into consideration.

RESOLVED: that the offer of land at the rear of gardens at South Street be approved in principle and that possibility of further allotments in this area be investigated further by the Town Surveyor.

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 5 April 2006
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