Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 5 April 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:  Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray

A.J. Fifield


H.B. Samuel

Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett

K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield, and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.

86.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: A.L.G. Harrison, R.H. Nicholls and R.J. Stoodley.

87.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1 February 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

88.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 89 (f) - Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest being involved with the Charter Fair for a number of years.
Minute 89 (f) - Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie declared a personal interest being involved with the Charter Fair.
Minute 89 (f) - Cllr K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest being involved with the Charter Fair.
Minute 96 - Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest being involved with a number of community projects at West Bay.
Minute 96 – Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being involved with a number of community projects at West Bay.
89.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1602, be approved as follows,  

(a) CCTV: the incidents logged for the second half of 2005 were noted,
(b) Welcome to Bridport Sign – Market Day Plate: the projected costs for additional signs of £240 were noted,  

(c) Skatepark: agreed to the provision of a new piece of skateboard apparatus at an estimated cost of £800 + VAT, subject to approval by the Town Surveyor of its detailed design and construction and Mr Robert Ridge be thanked for his work on the design carried out at no cost to the Town Council.

(d) Mountfield Flagpole – Memorial Plaque: the appreciation of the Town Council is passed to the fund raisers and that it be dedicated to the late Bernard Gale and a memorial plaque provided at an estimated cost of £70.

(e) Street Lighting: the following schemes be approved for 2006/2007: - 

(i) Chancery Lane – Estimated Cost £1,000,

(ii) Church Street - Estimated Cost £4,300 on the basis of a cost share with WDDC,

(iii) Foundry Lane to Skilling Hill Cycle way - £1,000 being set aside for inclusion in the 2009/10 scheme with DCC.

In respect of Hardy Road, this item will be deferred for consideration at a later date and the Footway No 3 scheme is to be referred to DCC as part of the ‘Safer Route to Schools’ programme.

(f) Charter Fair Event – Proposed Tug-of-War – 1 July 2006: the request be approved subject to it being held at Asker Meadows and complying with the town council event requirements. 

(g) Asker Meadows:

(i) Bridport Carnival be granted access for their 2006 event, subject to the organisers complying with the town council event requirements,

(ii) Bridport Team Ministry be permitted its family fun afternoon on 6 August 2006 subject to it complying with the town council event requirements. 

(h) Bucky Doo Notice Boards: 

(i)        proposals to revise the layout of the Square be submitted to a future meeting of the Town Hall and Bucky Doo Square Working Party,

          (ii)        the Open Spaces and Recreation Task Force to comment on the above in the context of a strategic look at the notice board provision within the town and West Bay. 

(i) Skilling Allotments – Magna Land: a formal approach be made to Magna

     requesting that the area in question be incorporated within the proposed extension to the Skilling Allotments.

90.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that:

(a) the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 21 February 2006 be received,

(b)  the town council join the National Association of British Market Authorities at an estimated cost of £300 and that the membership with this organisation be reviewed in 12 months time,

(c) the suggestion of themed market events be welcomed and the Bridport Branch of the NMTF be invited to submit proposals for consideration,

(d) the Bridport Branch of the NMTF be granted the use of the town hall committee room for their meetings at no cost,

(e) in respect of minute 16(b) it was noted that this was in hand and that no further action will be pursued in respect of minute 17. 

91.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

7 March 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted. 

In respect of Minute 37, the Town Council is recommended to note and approve that the annual review of the council’s insurance has been undertaken.

92.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meetings of the Sub Committee held on 

12 January and 14 March 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted.
93.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Bridport Local Area Partnership Committee held on 16 February 2006 be received.

94.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2006/2007

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1604.

RESOLVED: that the report be approved and that the times of meetings be added.

95.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006 – 3RD REVISION 

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1605. 

RECOMMENDED: that the 2005/2006 Estimates 3rd revision be approved.
96.
WEST BAY REGENERATION
           The Leader of the Council reported on the outcome of the recent meeting with WDDC and the Environment Agency and provided details of the Press Statement which had been released by WDDC. Setting aside the disappointment of the abandonment of the Mound Building this was now the most practical way forward. In addition he referred to a further WDDC press release was imminent concerning new pontoons and that the proposals would be for public consultation.

          The Town Clerk reported that he was in receipt of the draft Head of Terms for the lease of land from WDDC for the proposed Play Area but he needed to have further discussions with WDDC before submitting them to this committee for approval.

          The committee discussed aspects of the flood risk identified by the Environment Agency and the impact it may have on future developments.

           RESOLVED: that the above reports be noted.

97.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that:

(a) letters of thanks had been received in respect of a town council grant from the Bridport Arts Centre, Bridport and West Dorset Indoor Bowling Club, Bridport Chamber Orchestra, Western Dorset Branch of Cruse Bereavement Care and the Bridport and District Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

(b) the response received from the Dorset Ambulance NHS Trust, which had been circulated prior to the meeting to all town councillors. 

The committee did not consider that the letter received answered the questions posed by the town council and while there might be a charge for seeking further clarification, it is important to get to the bottom of the concerns which had been previously expressed. The Town Clerk advised that he had asked what the charge could be but was not able to get an answer in time for this meeting. It was believed that there was a ceiling for costs incurred under the Freedom of Information Act.

RECOMMENDED: that under the Freedom of Information Act, the Dorset Ambulance NHS Trust be asked to supply the answers (a revised draft required) to the town council questions.  

98.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that;

(i) on the 19 April 2006 she would be attending “ Annie get your Gun” concert at the Bridport Arts Centre and invited interested town councillors to join her,

(ii) on Easter Monday she would be undertaking a mini walkabout and would welcome support from fellow members.

(b)
The Town Clerk was pleased to report that Bridport had received the ‘Runner Up South West Local Food Award’, which also included a special award, and the citation read “for the exceptional quality of local food and drink available within the community and the high standard of presentation in support of their entry."

(c) The Town Clerk advised that the Dorset Ambulance Patient and Public Involvement Forum’s next meeting was on 11 April 2006 from 7:00 – 9:00pm at the Magistrates Room, Dorchester Town Council building.

99.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1606, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

Received

1. The character of England

Landscape, Wildlife, Natural and Cultural Features





2. Countryside Focus

Winter issue 2005/2006





20/02/2006

3. Flood Warden Newsletter 


South Wessex – February 2006




28/02/2006

4.
WDDC


3 year ICT Strategy






28/02/2006


5.
WDDC

Contract Regulations





28/02/2006

6. Dorset Domestic Violence Strategy 2006-2009

Final Draft







28/02/2006

7. Dorset Domestic Violence Strategy 2006-2009

Action Plan







28/02/2006

8. WDDC

Executive Committee  - 7 March 2006 Agenda


28/02/2006

9. WDDC

Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 

14 March 2006 Agenda





07/03/2006

10. WDDC

Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 

14 March 2006 Agenda – Risk Management Documents
07/03/2006

11. WDDC

Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 

21 March 2006 Agenda





14/03/2006


12.
South West Regional Assembly



South West LGA ‘Chequebook’




15/03/2006

Supplementary List







Received


a. Local Works – Campaign for the Sustainable 

Communities Bill – Spring 2006.




03/03/06

b. Advice from Dorset County Council for DAPTC

           Avian Influenza H5N1

           





100.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 5 of the 2005/2006 accounts, in the sum of £96,907.01, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

101.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

The Chairman took the next two items of the Agenda in reverse order.

102.
PROPERTY MATTERS
(a) Land in South Street: The Town Surveyor reported that the owner of the land at South Street had requested the town council to consider making payment for his solicitors’ fees, which were estimated to be £450 exclusive of VAT. He also advised of the likely costs, which would be applicable to the town council. Members were advised that there was a shortage of allotment plots available. 

RESOLVED:  that the town council agrees to pay the Landowners solicitors’ costs, estimated to be £450 plus VAT.

(b) Cemetery Lodge: The Town Surveyor reported that the Cemetery Superintendent had requested the town council’s permission to erect a conservatory at the Cemetery Lodge at no cost to the council. 

RESOLVED: that approval be granted for the erection of a conservatory at no cost to the town council and subject to the Cemetery Superintendent obtaining planning approval from WDDC. 

103.
ANNUAL STAFF REVIEW
(a) Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1607.

RESOLVED: that the report be received and the recommendations contained therein were approved.

The Town Surveyor left the meeting at this point.

(b) The Town Clerk referred to the above report and also to the letter he had received from HM Revenue & Customs concerning the previously approved Town Council’s Gratuity Scheme as a retirement benefit scheme for purposes of Chapter 1 Part X1V Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 with effect from 30 April 1988.

RESOLVED: that in recognition of the Town Surveyor’s service with this council, the post holder be granted a sum calculated in accordance with the HM Revenue & Customs regulations.

The meeting closed at 8.54 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 5 July 2006
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