At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in 

Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 26 July 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray


           A.J. Fifield


Mrs M.J. Ray








Mrs G.L. Fifield

H.B. Samuel


                                         

A.L.G. Harrison
           A.F.H. Tiltman                                                                  
 
                    
Ms F.K. McKenzie
           D.R. Tett  








Mrs C.A. Murless                K.G. Wallace






R.H. Nicholls


C.D. Wild

The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Canon Trevor N. Stubbs, opened the meeting with prayer.

PUBLIC FORUM

           Mrs. D Mundy was concerned about the decision by the Finance & General Purposes Committee not to replace the flagpole at Mountfield and felt it was a retrograde step. She suggested that it might be possible to carry out some fund raising to help with the cost of the replacement flagpole.

11.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Ms C.L. Clare and R.J. Stoodley.


12.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

13.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest in respect of minute 7(c) and (e), being a member of the Friends of the Bridport Millennium Green.

14.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


15.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 16 May 2005, 13 June 2005 and 11 July 2005 were presented. 

Minute 8 of the 13 June 2005 Plans Committee was discussed in detail. Town Councillors continue to be concerned with the introduction of overnight car parking charges by WDDC without proper consultation. They had received numerous representations against this charge from the public, which is totally contrary to the view held by WDDC. 

Cllr R.H. Nicholls advised that he understood that a member of the public had made a complaint of maladministration by WDDC to the Local Government Ombudsman regarding the lack of proper consultation. He considered that the town council should support this complaint. The Town Clerk advised it was not permissible for the town council to make a complaint to the Local Government Ombudsman about WDDC and as such it was not possible for the town council to take any direct action.

RESOLVED: that 

(i) the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received,

                      (ii)       the town council records its support to the complaint made to the    Local Government Ombudsman concerning the lack of proper consultation by WDDC in introducing overnight car parking charges in Bridport.

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 6 July 2005 were presented.   

RESOLVED: that 

(i) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 6 July 2005 be received and the recommendations for Minute 6, 11, 19 and 20 (a) (iv) (b) (ii) be adopted,

                      (ii)      in respect of Minute7 (e), it was noted that this decision would be re-visited in six months time.   

16.
CCTV
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1496, referred from the Finance and General Purposes Committee of 6 July 2005.


RESOLVED: that

(a) the report be received, 

(b) approval be given to consult with our partners and for a further report to be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee,

(c) the CCTV report be referred to the Best Value & Scrutiny Sub Committee (and Plans Committee as and when appropriate) for further consideration. 

17.
COMMUNICATIONS
(a) The Town Mayor thanked fellow Dorset Mayors and Chairman and everyone who supported her Civic Sunday. She referred to the VE celebrations on 14 August 2005, the New Trafalgar Dispatch event on 21 August 2005 and to the Massed Bands event on 24 and 25 September 2005. 


(b) The Leader of the Council updated members with the ongoing discussions he has had with the water sports groups at West Bay and that he and the town clerk would be meeting with WDDC on 27 July 2005 to discuss progress.

(c) Cllr D.R. Tett advised members that Mrs Sue Hawksworth has been elected President of the English Women’s Indoor Bowling Association. Sue is only the second woman from Dorset to hold this prestigious office in the Association’s 54 year history.

RESOLVED: that the Town Mayor writes to Mrs Sue Hawksworth congratulating her on her appointment as President of the above Association.

(d) The Town Clerk reported:

(i) public meetings will be held at the Town Hall on 15 September 2005 to receive a presentation from the Brit Valley Railway consortium and on 19 September 2005 concerning Jurassic Coast Arts Strategy,

(ii) letters received concerning Bridport in Bloom, Bridport Arts Centre and the Licensing Act 2003 and copies of these were circulated to all members at the meeting,

(iii) receipt of a Petition received from the Bridport Market Traders to the Town Council declaring their opposition to the proposed opening to an undercover market in Lilliput Lane, on the grounds that it will present a threat to our present livelihood.

RESOLVED: that the Bridport Market Traders petition be received and that the traders be advised that the town council supports their opposition and are currently taking urgent steps to resolve this matter.  

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will held on 27 September 2005 
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