At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in 

The Town Hall, Bridport on Tuesday 14 February 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown - Town Mayor  

Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman

R.H. Nicholls           
                                                      

           A.J. Fifield                          C.M. Ray



Mrs G.L. Fifield                   Mrs M.J. Ray



                 A.L.G. Harrison
           R.J. Stoodley         






Ms F.K. McKenzie

K .G. Wallace    

                                                      Mrs C.A. Murless                C.D. Wild




The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Andrew Staley, opened the meeting with prayer.

PUBLIC FORUM

           Maureen Jackson, Hilary Bosworth and Steve Hallberry expressed their concern and dismay at the decision of WDDC to abandon the Mound Building at West Bay without any consultation before releasing a press statement to that effect. The members of the West Bay Project Action Group had invested a tremendous amount of voluntary time and effort in developing the interpretative centre and associated projects. They considered that there was a danger of a losing a great opportunity especially as SWERDA was prepared to make a £300,000 investment in the scheme which would attract children, visitors and the community to explore and learn about the contribution made by West Bay to the Jurassic coastline. Further concern was voiced about WDDC emptying the river without any prior consultation with the community and the growing interest in canoeing. They concluded that strong representations should be made to WDDC about this untenable situation and to ensure that the great opportunity of realising the community projects is not lost.

           Tony Matthews deplored the lack of consultation by WDDC with stakeholders and local people concerning the abandonment of the Mound Building, which was to be a flagship project following extensive public consultation. He was concerned about the inadequacy of the multi-million pound flood defence scheme to a 1 in 200 year storm and the forecasted flooding caused by overtopping of the defences by wave action. This situation called into question the planning permission granted for residential development on a site directly adjacent to the Mound Building site. He considered that the regeneration proposals for West Bay are now in disarray and he called for a Public Inquiry to look into this matter.   

           A friend of the late Martin Pugh spoke in support of the proposed seat, which was to be discussed at this meeting. He advised that it was very hard to rehabilitate oneself from addiction and the selling of the Big Issue played a vital role in this situation. 
33.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Ms C.L. Clare H.B. Samuel, D.R. Tett and A.F.H. Tiltman.

34.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 29 November 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 37 (b) - Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest being a member of the West Bay Project Action Group.

Minute 37 (b) - Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being a member of the West Bay Project Action Group.

The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

36.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


37.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 28 November 2005, 19 December 2005 and 23 January 2006 were presented. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received.

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 1 February 2006 were presented. Councillors considered the Estimates 2006/2007 and the appendix details.

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk and Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1592

Following the comments made at the Public Forum concerning the WDDC decision to abandon the Mound Building projects and in reference to Minute 76, councillors discussed the issue. They deplored the lack of consultation by WDDC and considered that representations should be made to WDDC and assurances sought that the community projects would still be supported. Members could not understand why WDDC were not doing their utmost to seize the opportunity to support the West Bay Project Action Groups’ community projects, particularly in view of the SWERDA grant offer. 

RESOLVED: that;

(a) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 1 February 2006 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted, 

(b) in respect of the Estimates 2006/ 2007, a precept of £347,599 be levied (Minute 75 refers),

(c) the donation of a seat by Wessex FM, Groves Nurseries and Frampton’s of Bridport in memory of the late Martin Pugh be accepted with thanks. 

(d) strong representations are made to WDDC in respect of their discourteous manner of releasing a press statement confirming the abandonment of the Mound Building without any form of consultation with the town council and the community groups involved. Urgent discussions are requested so that the opportunity of an interpretative centre and associated community projects are not lost.                           

38.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Mayor reported that:

(i) the Mayoral Walkabout has been re-arranged to a date to be confirmed in May,

(ii) the town boundary walk will be in aid of the Mayor’s Charity and she would be looking for sponsorship and member support.

           The Town Clerk reported the e-mail that he had received from a Mr J McHugh congratulating the councillors and officers on their good work in respect of the proposed precept. Hopefully Bridport will be setting a good example to WDDC and Dorset County Council.

The meeting closed at 7: 45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will held on 25 April 2006 
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