At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in

The Town Hall, Bridport on Tuesday 25 April 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman – Deputy Town Mayor  

Cllr 
Ms C.L. Clare

C.M. Ray         
                                                      

           A.J. Fifield                          
Mrs M.J. Ray


Mrs G.L. Fifield                   H.B. Samuel



                 


A.L.G. Harrison

D.R. Tett


Ms F.K. McKenzie
           A.F.H. Tiltman


Mrs C.A. Murless

K .G. Wallace      






R.H. Nicholls

           C.D. Wild




The Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Canon Trevor Stubbs, opened the meeting with prayer.

PUBLIC FORUM


Cllr Phil Lathey (Chairman Allington Parish Council) raised three issues namely the proposed closures of libraries by Dorset County Council in neighbouring parishes; an apology was required from the town council in respect of Cllr R.J. Stoodley and that the Allington Parish Plan will shortly be published.

           Although the Public Forum is not a question and answer session, Cllr C.D. Wild advised that the Bridport Local Area Partnership would be considering the closure of libraries and that he had recently spoken to Cllr R.J. Stoodley about the matter and that an apology was not being sought by him and was in fact not relevant. In respect of the parish plan, as the town council had been supportive in respect of the preparatory work involved, it would welcome a copy.  Cllr R.H. Nicholls also commented in respect of Cllr R.J. Stoodley and was surprised at the suggestion of an apology as this item had been debated well at the council meeting and although there were different views expressed, as has always been the case with this council, it was conducted in a democratic, robust but amenable manner. 

39.
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS


Inspector Davenport gave a synopsis of the crime figures and Bridport Police Division’s performance, the Safer Neighbourhood Initiative (SNI) and policing issues relative to Bridport. 

           It was envisaged that the SNI would be rolled out by April 2008 and would involve 10 beat teams serving the Bridport area and the idea behind the scheme was for each neighbourhood to be aware of whom to contact to discuss any policing issues. He hoped that out of the increased allocation for the West Dorset area that he might receive an additional six Police Community Support Officers.

           The amalgamation of Police forces for the South West was still under consideration. To date no direction had been received from the Home Secretary but an announcement was expected soon.

           Town councillors asked a number of questions including anti social behaviour and drugs. The town council congratulated Inspector Davenport on the reduction in the crime figures and thanked him for briefing them on the relevant issues. Inspector Davenport then left the meeting.
40.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Miss S.A. Brown and R.J. Stoodley.

41.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the chairman.

42.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The previously recorded interests declared by town councillors in the minutes listed below were noted.

43.
STANDING ORDER B14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order B14 (b).


44.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 20 February 2006, 20 March 2006 and 18 April 2006 were presented. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received.

Councillors D.R. Tett, C.D. Wild, R.H. Nicholls and C.M. Ray paid warm tributes to the 40 year service given by Cllr A.F.H. Tiltman. The Town Council as a whole endorsed these sentiments and those expressed at the Plans Committee on the 18 April 2006 and thanked him for his service and loyalty. In conclusion, the town council wished Cllr A. F. H. Tiltman a long and happy retirement.

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 5 April 2006 were presented. 

RESOLVED: that;

(i) the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 5 April 2006 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted,

(ii) the 3rd revision of the 2005/2006 Estimates be approved. 

45.
COMMUNICATIONS
           The Town Clerk reported:

(a) Cllr A.F.H. Tiltman Resignation: He was liaising with WDDC to determine the exact date that Cllr A.F.H. Tilt man’s resignation would be effective from,

(b) Bridport – St. Vaast-La- Hougue Twinning Association: A twinning visit will take place to St Vaast La Houge on 23 June –26 June 2006,

(c) Informal Council Meeting: will take place immediately following the end of this meeting.

The meeting closed at 7: 53 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council (Mayor making) 

will be held on 25 May 2006 
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