PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 4 April 2006 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr: 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 Mrs G.L. Fifield, K.G. Wallace and C.D. Wild





 

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and Mrs M J Ray, Mr G Allen (WDDC), 

Mr D Rockett (Access for All Officer to Bridport Town Council) and Mr E Varley (Connect)

Members of public present: Mr M Harvey (BCT&C), Mr Farrar-Hockley (WATAG).

26.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: A J Fifield, A.L.G. Harrison, 

           R.H. Nicholls, and D R Tett.   

27.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2006, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

28.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
           Minute 35 - Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being involved with voluntary work in connection with the maintenance of the Nature Reserve. 

29.      CAR PARKS IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
Councillors considered ENCL: 1612. Mr G Allen (WDDC) presented the proposals for Variable Message Signing of Car Parks in Bridport. The proposals were welcomed by the sub committee and expressed a hope that they would be introduced in time for the peak summer holiday period. 

Additional comments were made in respect of further signage on the trunk roads, improved signage for the Bridport FC car park and the inclusion of the Wyke Court Car Park.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the proposals for Variable Message Signing of Car Parks in Bridport are welcomed and it is hoped that they would be introduced in good time for the forthcoming peak summer holiday period,

(b) WDDC be asked to improve the signage for the Bridport FC car park with a view of encouraging greater usage,

(c) WDDC be asked to include signage on the approach roads to the entrances to the town centre and to include Wyke Court car park in the improvement proposals.

30.      A35 TRUNK ROAD 

(a) Mile Cross Improvements

Councillors considered ENCL: 1613. Mr E Varley (Connect) presented the proposals and also mentioned that a Speed Indicator Device (SID) would be installed.

The sub committee welcomed the proposals as the town council had campaigned over a long period for the introduction of safety improvements to this stretch of the A35. Attention was also drawn to the need for the provision of a slip road to the Eype turning for vehicles heading westward on the A35.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(i) the safety improvement scheme is welcomed and it is hoped that it would be urgently introduced as soon as it is practicable,

           (ii)       the Highways Agency be advised of the Town Council’s view that there is an urgent need for the provision of a slip road to the Eype west junction to supplement the above safety improvements. 

(b) Provision of a Bus Stop on Sea Road South 

                 Councillors considered ENCL: 1614. Mr E Varley (Connect) presented the proposals, which the sub committee welcomed as the town council had previously supported the lobbying carried out by WATAG for the provision of bus stops on Sea Road South.

                 The sub committee also asked for a further pedestrian crossing to be considered.

                 The Town Surveyor drew attention that it would be necessary for the town council to dedicate a section of its land in order to facilitate this proposal.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(i)        the proposal for the provision of bus stops on Sea Road South be welcomed, 

(ii) the Highways Agency be advised of the Town Council’s request for the provision of an additional pedestrian crossing on Sea Road South,

(iii) the Town Council agrees to dedicate a section of its land for the sole purpose of facilitating the provision of a bus stop lay by on Sea Road South.

31.      BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE 
           The Town Clerk briefed members on the meeting that he and the Town Surveyor had last week with the Parking Services Manager (PSM) of WDDC. The PSM has undertaken to support the pilot Bridport Park and Ride scheme and will report the discussions to the Technical Services Manager of WDDC. The initial income estimated to be £1,000 from the car park fees would be used to offset the town council’s costs and that additional income accrued would be shared on a 50/50 basis. There would the need to provide road signage and to publicise the scheme

           RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

32.      EAST ROAD/SEA ROAD ROUNDABOUT AND PEDESTRIAN CROSSING POINTS

           Councillors considered ENCL: 1610. Mr D Rockett (Access for All Officer to Bridport Town Council) presented the report, which the sub committee welcomed.

           As a result of further discussion it was considered that the roundabout junction layout of East Road with Sea Road North could be improved with the inclusion of a traffic calming kerb intrusion to facilitate improved pedestrian access.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(i)        Mr. D Rockett be thanked for his report and recommendations, 

(iv) the Highways Agency and Dorset County Council be advised of the Town Council’s support for recommendations A-D in the above report and the suggested improvement to the roundabout junction layout of East Road with Sea Road North.           

33.      HIGHWAY MATTERS
           (a) Gundry Lane access: Following consideration of ENLC: 1615, it was RECOMMENDED that the town council requests the Dorset County Council prepare a scheme for consideration.

           (b) – (d): Following consideration of ENCL’s: 1615 –1618, it was RESOLVED to note the reports received,

           (e) B3162 West Road Junction with Allington Park: Following consideration of ENLC: 1619, it was RECOMMENDED that the town council requests the Dorset County Council to provide a SID as a means of improving the safety of this junction,

           (f) Taxi Rank, West Street: Following consideration of ENLC: 1620 and a further letter received from the Older Peoples Forum, it was RECOMMENDED that the town council requests the West Dorset District Council to take preventative enforcement actions to alleviate this problem.

34.      VICTORIA GROVE

Following consideration of ENCL’s: 1621 –1623, it was RESOLVED to note the reports received.

35.      ASKER MEADOWS
Councillors considered ENCL: 1624 &1625 together with a further received from a Group Captain & Mrs J King.

The Highway Agency advised that it could not support the proposal of additional parking facilities at Asker Meadows. This left the sub committee with no alternative but to take no further action on this matter.

RECOMMENDED: that the town council takes no further action concerning the proposal of additional parking facilities at Asker Meadows and that the Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee be advised accordingly.

36.
COMMUNICATIONS

          The Town Clerk briefed members on the discussions, which took place at an informal meeting yesterday to discuss ways of improving the appearance of the verges of Sea Road South and the A35 Roundabouts. 

           The Town Surveyor reported on the means of improving the level of the grass cutting, which would undoubtedly improve the overall appearance of the A35. It was estimated that the additional cost would be in the region of £1200 and that there was budget provision in the approved Estimates 2006/2007 subject to Bothenhampton & Walditch Parish Council contributing to the costs.

           In respect of the provision of flowerbeds and associated landscape works it was suggested that a Landscape Designer be engaged to draw up proposals with costs for consideration by this sub committee. It was also suggested that the roundabout at Gore Cross be included in any proposals.

RECOMMENDED: that;

           (a) the increase in the number of grass cuts to an urban standard be approved and be financed from the budget provision in the approved Estimates 2006/2007 and that Bothenhampton & Walditch Parish Council be asked to contribute to the costs,

           (b) a Landscape Designer be engaged to draw up proposals with costs and that on receipt of the details, further consideration be given to the proposals together with any comments received from Bothenhampton & Walditch Parish Council, Highways Agency and Sponsors.

The meeting closed at 3:55 p.m.
The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 27 June 2006
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