PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 17 January 2006 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr: 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 Mrs G.L. Fifield, A.L.G. Harrison and C.D. Wild





 

Also in attendance: Cllr G.J. Ackerman and R.J. Stoodley.

Members of public present: Ms M Hymas (Victoria Grove) and Mr Farrar-Hockley (WATAG).

16.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: R.H. Nicholls and K.G. Wallace.   

17.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2005, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
           There were none

19.      VICTORIA GROVE

           The Chairman brought this item forward as the member of public was in attendance for this item. The Sub Committee agreed that Ms Hymas be permitted to speak to this item. The Town Clerk circulated the letter received from Cllr R.H. Nicholls on this matter.

           Councillors considered a petition regarding speeding, ENCL: 1579 and the points raised by Ms Hymas and discussed a number of measures which could possibly help to alleviate the problem.


RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the Dorset County Council be asked to introduce a 20mph limit for Victoria Grove as soon as is practicable,

           (b) the Dorset County Council be asked to clear up the confusion concerning the record of the survey for the weeks of 16 May and 24 May 2005 as the equipment was seen in place during these dates. 
 20.     2006 REVIEW OF ON STREET PARKING
Consideration was given to correspondence from Dorset County Council re

(i) Park Road and Wanderwell, ENCL: 1576, and

(ii) Victoria Grove and Asker Mead, ENCL: 1577.

           RECOMMENDED: that;

           (a) the situation at Park Road and the results of the residents survey at Victoria Road and Asker Mead be noted,

           (b) the additional proposal for Wanderwell be approved.

21.      BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE
           Consideration was given to the Town Surveyor’s report, ENCL: 1567. Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield advised that the Bridport Environment Group had carried out a detailed survey of car park usage during 2005 and found that there was support for the introduction of a park and ride scheme during the busy summer holiday Saturdays. A counter view was also expressed that a park and ride facility at West Bay would do little to ease traffic flows from the north of the town.  

           RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) a pilot scheme be approved in principle and introduced in the 2006 summer holiday period subject to further discussions with the West Dorset District and Dorset County Councils,

(b)  the financial implications of the above proposals be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee,

           (c) given the views of the Police, West Dorset District Council and Dorset County Council, the suggestion for a horse drawn wagon be not pursued.
22.
A35 ROUNDABOUTS
Consideration was given to a letter from Cllr D.R. Tett, ENCL: 1578 and a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1573. Cllr R.J. Stoodley advised that sponsorship for the proposals could possibly be obtained from a local company for the three roundabouts on the outskirts of the town. The Town Clerk read out the letter received from Bothenhampton and Walditch Parish Council who supported the proposals for improving the appearance of the entrance to the town and their parish and would contribute towards the costs. 


RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the proposals for upgrading the grass cutting of the verges and the roundabouts together with the provision of some form of appropriate floral displays be approved in principle,

(b) the support of Bothenhampton and Walditch Parish Council and the offer of contributing towards the costs of the proposals be welcomed,

(c) the financial implications of the above proposals be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee,

(d) the Town Surveyor continues to liaise with Connect Roads concerning the possibility of extra planting at the roundabouts and to have discussions with possible sponsors for the planting. 

23.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matters: -  

(a) Taxi Rank Request, Rope Walks, ENCL: 1580    

RECOMMENDED: that the report be noted.

(b) Parking Charging Strategy, ENCL: 1581
Considerable concern was expressed with the insistence of the West Dorset District Council to continue with the introduction of overnight parking charges and the exorbitant increases which residents in the town centre are facing, who do not have any off street parking or on street parking facilities.    

RECOMMENDED: that;

(i)
the West Dorset District Council be advised of the Town Council’s strong opposition to the continuation of overnight car park charges and the exorbitant increases in season tickets,

(ii) the West Dorset District Council be asked to clear up the confusion over 24/7 


charging structures in the town centre,


     (iii) the West Dorset District Council be advised that the Town Council 

challenges the assertion that the charges are designed to stimulate the local economy,


     (iv) the provision of variable messaging parking signs as a priority item for 

Bridport and that the lighting schemes for Bridport car parks have been included in a three year improvement programme by West Dorset District Council be welcomed.

(c)
Pavement refurbishment, ENCL: 1582 
RECOMMENDED: that the Bridport Older People’s Forum concerns be supported and that the Town Surveyor liaises with the Forum with a view of completing the Dorset County Council’s PMU reports.   

(d) A3066, Beaminster Road, ENCL: 1583
                RECOMMENDED: that the residents in Fishweir Fields be consulted on the proposal.

           (e) Miles Cross, ENCL: 1584

                 RECOMMENDED: that the report be noted.

24.
COMMUNICATIONS

          The Town Clerk reported that he had included any new communications received in the above agenda items and as such there were no further communications to report.

25.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1585. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3:30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 4 April 2006
PAGE  
4

