PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 5 July 2005 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr. 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)


 Cllrs: 
 A.L.G. Harrison

R.H. Nicholls



 

Also in attendance: Cllr G.J. Ackerman.

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the municipal year 2005/2006.

2.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs S.A. Bagnall, A.J. Fifield, Mrs G.L. Fifield, H.B. Samuel, A.F.H. Tiltman, K.G. Wallace and C.D. Wild.   

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 April 2005, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute 5(a) Cllr R.H. Nicholls declared a personal interest being a resident of Victoria Grove.

5.
HIGHWAY MATTERS


Consideration was given to the following highway matters: -  

          (a)
Victoria Grove Petition - letter from Dorset County Council: ENCL: 1499. 
RESOLVED: that the situation be noted and to await the results of the data collected by the Dorset County Council before making any further comment.     

(b) Plottingham Footpath (Skilling to Bus Station) - a letter from Dorset County Council, ENCL: 1500. 
RESOLVED: that the move by the Dorset County Council to consider a modification order be welcomed and the sub committee look forward to learning of the outcome.  

(c)
Greyhound Hotel – Delivery Problems - a letter from Dorset County Council, ENCL: 1501.

RECOMMENDED: that the installation of a bollard by the Dorset County Council be agreed.

           (d)
The ‘Bridport Hopper’ Ring and Ride Service – The year one operations, ENCL: 1502.
RECOMMENDED: that the improving usage of the Bridport Hopper be welcomed and that the Town Council continues to support working in partnership with WATAG on this initiative.


(e) Transport Fares to Poole General Hospital – an e-mail from M. Farrar-

      Hockley, ENCL: 1503.
 RECOMMENDED: that the proposal by WATAG for Poole General Hospital to review their charges and re-instate the £36 per week cap be supported.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS

           The Town Clerk reported:

(a) Bridport Traffic Issues: Letter from Dorset County Council concerning East Street and the congestion at Rawles, “Look Left” signage for Gundry Lane and Victoria Grove and incorporating two traffic lanes at the Tannery Road mini-roundabout.

(b) North Street/Rax Lane Junction: The Town Mayor advised of the concern of the Chardsmead Court residents about motorists driving down North Street and not stopping at the Rax Lane junction.   

RECOMMENDED: that the Dorset County Council be asked to look into this matter and if possible replenish the road markings at this junction.

(c)  Overnight Parking Charges: A copy of a letter sent by Mr Horner and Mr Will to the Chief Executive of WDDC expressing concern about the introduction of overnight car park charges by WDDC without proper consultation. Their view was that it would be more economical to increase the daytime charges and forgo the overnight charges.

      RECOMMENDED: that the WDDC be advised that there has been considerable concern expressed directly to town councillors by Bridport residents over the introduction of overnight parking charges.

(d) ‘Door to Dorset’, Route 73 – Maiden Newton to Bridport: Letter from Dorset County Council advising of the introduction of a flexible service on Route 73. This would include a variation on Tuesdays to serve the northern part of the area covered and for the school summer holiday period there will be trips to West Bay for passengers beyond Bridport and Bradpole. 

      RECOMMENDED: that the introduction of a flexible service on Route 73 be welcomed but the Dorset County Council be advised that the town council is concerned at the gradual cutback of important rural bus routes that is happening across the county.

(e) Bridport Chamber of Trade & Commerce: Letter from Mike Harvey offering his apologies of not being able to attend this meeting and advising of a meeting with Mr Beldham of the Dorset County Council on the 20th July 2005. He enquired how the new electronic signs to be supplied by WDDC were progressing.
(f) Pavements at Jessopp Avenue: Letter from Mr Burt expressing his concern of the extremely poor condition of the pavements at Jessopp Avenue. He believed that no maintenance/repair has been carried out since the estate was built some 25 years ago, other than a pothole that was repaired last week outside his house that he had informed the Dorset County Council of some 5 years ago. The Town Surveyor advised that the majority of the pavement was in the Bradpole Parish Council area. 

RECOMMENDED: that the Bradpole Parish Council be advised that the town Council would be happy to support any representation they would wish to make to the Dorset County Council in respect of the condition of the pavements.
(g) Bridport Park & Ride: The Town Clerk advised that WDDC had carried out a desk top feasibility study of providing a park and ride service between Bridport and West Bay for a six week period during the summer holiday period. The estimated cost of providing a service Monday to Saturdays was £18,855.00 with an estimated income of £2,880.00, which resulted in a net cost of £15,975.00.
     RECOMMENDED: that the report be noted and that a further report be submitted to a future meeting on the basis of providing a park and ride service on Wednesday and Saturday to coincide with the street market during the summer holiday period.
             (h) Bus timetables: The Chairman expressed a view that it was difficult to decipher the printed bus time tables erected on the bus stops and that Cllr Mrs M J Ray was attempting to draft a simplified table for use in Bridport and West Bay.

7.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1497. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3.15 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 11 October 2005
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