FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the MARKET SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 21 February 2006 at 11.00 a.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr.  G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)


Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown and R.J. Stoodley 

Also in attendance: Cllrs: A.J. Fifield, Mrs G.M. Fifield, C.M. Ray and 

C.D. Wild, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent), Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative).

12.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall and 

K.G. Wallace and M Harvey (Bridport Chamber of Trade & Commerce).

13.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2005, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

14.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute 17 – Cllr C.D. Wild declared a person interest being a member of the Bridport Environment Group, which had carried out conservation work at the Asker Meadows Nature Reserve.

15.
MARKET OPERATION

(a) Report of the Market Superintendent, ENCL. 1593.

           The issue of parking in connection with the market and the comments, which appeared in last week’s edition of he Bridport News, was discussed in detail. The Town Surveyor outlined the current situation concerning the progress of the proposal to permit stallholders to park behind their stalls.

RESOLVED: that; 

(i) the Market Superintendent be thanked for his report and that it be noted,

(ii)       the bookstall Trader be thanked for his co-operation in improving pedestrian access near his stall.

(b) Stall numbers from April 2005 to date, ENCL: 1594.

The sub committee welcomed the information contained in this report and noted that the attendance figures were holding up favourably.
RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

16.
MARKET TRADERS
Consideration was given to the topics raised by the Chairman of the Bridport Branch of the NMTF, ENCL: 1595. 

It was acknowledged that the Bridport Branch and the Town Council shared joint aspirations in maintaining the standard, quality and popularity of the street market, which added vibrancy and contributed to the economic well being of the town. 

The Town Clerk reminded the sub committee that the town council had agreed not to increase the regular traders pitch fees and to increase the pitch fees for casual traders for 2006/2007. He also advised that traders were liable for any trade refuse generated and had to pay the charge set by WDDC. The Town Surveyor will liaise with WDDC to ascertain if there was any possibility of some relief available for the market stallholders.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

RECOMMENDED: that;

(a) the suggestion of the town council joining the National Association of British Market Authorities be welcomed and investigated with a report being submitted on the findings to the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee,

(b) the Highways Agency be approached concerning the provision of promotional signs for the Wednesday and Saturday Markets,

(c) the suggestion of themed market events be welcomed and the Bridport Branch be invited to submit proposals for consideration,

(d) the Bridport Branch of the NMTF be granted free use of the town hall committee room for their meetings. 

17.
MARKET TRADERS SUGGESTION – PARKING ON ASKER MEADOWS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1591.


RECOMMENDED: that the Town Surveyor liaises further with the Highway Agency concerning access and egress to the site and report back to a future meeting of this sub committee.

18.
MARKET LEAFLETS

The Town Clerk reported that the stock of the market leaflet was running low and he would like to re-order the leaflet. The estimated cost of producing 15,000 leaflets, which would be circulated to TIC’s, Hotels, B&B’s and caravan parks etc, would be £650. There would be the need to update some of the detail and graphics including the location of car parks.

RESOLVED: that approval be granted for re-printing of the Market leaflet at an estimated cost of £650.

19.
TRAINING SEMINAR
           The Town Clerk introduced this item for discussion and was seeking member guidance and support for developing the format of the proposed training seminar. It was considered that the initial aim would be for the town council to be better informed on the needs of training and with this in mind it was suggested that a meeting be arranged with interested parties to discuss the matter further. 

RESOLVED: that a meeting with all the interested organisations in the Bridport area be arranged. 

The meeting closed at 12.15 p.m.

The next meeting of the Market Sub Committee is on 

17 October 2006 (subject to the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee approving the Calendar of Meetings on 5 April 

2006)
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