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Attendance Figures for the Market
The last meeting of the Town Council’s Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee received information on the attendance figures for traders on the market. The Sub Committee noted that, even though this has been one of the worst winters for some time, the overall attendance figures (number of stalls) have remained good.
The average number of stalls this financial year on a Saturday is 81 as at the end of January. This compares with 78 on a Saturday for the whole of the last financial year 2008/9. Even on the very cold and icy Saturdays in December, there were a good numbers of stalls.
The Sub Committee greatly appreciated the support that the Saturday market has received from traders this winter.

The attendance on Wednesdays has been low during the winter and the need to support Wednesday throughout the year remains something that the Town Council continues to prioritise. This includes maintaining the winter rates for Wednesdays during November and December. The Market Sub Committee also considered a number of suggestions from the Bridport branch of the National Market Traders Federation for initiatives to support Wednesdays, which are reported elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Proposals to support the Wednesday Market

As mentioned, this is an issue that the Town Council continues to look at. At the Market Sub Committee meeting, the Bridport Branch of the National Market Traders Federation suggested that the possibility of having evening markets on a Wednesday during the summer (possibly once a month) should be looked at. This would be in addition to the day time market. This will be looked at, to see if the Town Council was able to run an evening market under the existing Charter and whether there would be support from traders. We will be seeking views soon.

Christmas Day 2010

Christmas Day is a Saturday this year and the National Market Traders Federation asked if it was possible to hold that market on Christmas Eve or another appropriate date. This is being looked at.

New Market Bags

Bridport Town Council and the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce have joined together to supply new re-usable bags promoting the market and local shops. The bags, which will cost £1, will be launched this Saturday, 27 February, from 12.30 pm on Bucky Doo Square and will subsequently be available to buy from shops and market stalls in the town. Any trader that wishes to sell the bags is asked to contact the Market Superintendent or the Town Council offices for details.
Market Fees

Last year the Town Council did not increase any of the market fees. However, it is recognised that there does need to be some increase for the coming year whilst continuing to support registered traders, particularly during the winter. Therefore, it has been agreed that there will only be a small increase in the fees for registered traders in the summer months – from £1.35 per 30 cm run per day to £1.40 with no increase in the winter. The charges for non-registered (casual) traders will rise by 20p in the summer and 10p in the winter, per 30 cm run. The full charges, as from 1 April 2010, are:

	
	
	£

	Summer
	Registered Trader
	1.40 

	
	Non registered Trader
	2.20

	Winter*
	Registered Trader
	0.75 

	
	Non registered Trader
	1.50

	Fees are per 30 cm. run per day

*Winter rates apply January, February and March and, for Wednesdays only in November and December as well.


Sitting Out Licences
The Market Sub Committee considered and recommended a policy on sitting out licences (tables and chairs in front of premises). Where these are granted by the County Council for non market days, the Town Council will decide on whether they can be allowed on market days. In summary, the policy recommends that priority is given to market stalls and proposes that sitting out only be allowed on market days where it can be accommodated without impacting on the market stalls.

News from the Market Traders Federation 

The Bridport Branch of the National Market Traders Federation attends meetings of the Town Council’s Market Sub Committee and raises issues on behalf of stall holders, some of which are mentioned earlier in this Newsletter. 
The Bridport Branch will also be inviting the public to submit a photograph of any aspect of Bridport Market Day that simply captures the spirit and personality of our unique town. Information will be available soon on a competition and prizes for the best pictures, to be judged by a local professional photographer. The pictures will be used in publicity to help promote the market. 
Calendar of Events in the town

Forthcoming events in the town include:

May 3 – May Fair Noon-4pm Millennium Green 

May 22 - Vinyl Saturday 

May 29 – 31 - Flower Festival, St Mary’s Church

End May Bank Holiday - Some Open Studios

June 11-13 - West Dorset Vintage Rally West Bay 

June 18 eve-June 19 - Food & Beer Festival Asker Meadows 

July 3 - Charter Fair 

Aug 14 -Vinyl Saturday 

Aug 21 - Carnival

Aug 22 - Torchlight Procession  

Aug 26 - Melplash Show 

Aug Bank Holiday weekend - Bridport Open Studios

Sept 17-19 - Bridport Hat Festival 

Nov 13 - Vinyl Saturday  

Nov 14 - Remembrance Sunday 
Nov -Bridport Prize 2009 

Dec 8 - Dec 16 Christmas Tree Festival 
Dec 8 Christmas Festival/Market  

Music and bands are also being booked for Bucky Doo on most Saturdays in the summer.

Vinyl Saturday 

Vinyl Saturday, organised by Roy Gregory, and which helps to promote the market and local shops, was recently voted fair of the year 2009 by Record Collector Magazine.

Contacts

Daryl Chambers, the Town Surveyor, is responsible for the overall management of the market and can be contacted at Mountfield on 01308 456722.

The Market Superintendent, who is responsible for the day to day running of the market is Ray McLaren and he can be contacted on 0796 7972 663. If you have any questions on the day, then please contact Ray.

Future Newsletters

If there is anything you would like to see in future bulletins, please contact Daryl Chambers on the number below.

Bridport Town Council 
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