Bridport Community Justice Panels - Volunteers needed to act as Facilitators
Bridport Town Council has been working with Bridport Police, Magna Housing, West Dorset District Council and the Dorset Mediation Service on a project to introduce community justice panels to the Bridport area. The agencies have formed a Steering Group which is aiming to introduce the panels this autumn.
Community Justice Panels will enable trained community volunteers to facilitate a process that will bring an offender together with their victim in a meeting, to see the harm that they have caused and to recognise the consequences of their behaviour. Both victim and offender then agree a course of action to allow the offender to make amends for their behaviour.  The panels initially will deal with anti-social behaviour and low level criminal cases.  The panels will meet in Mountfield in Bridport.
Where such panels have been tried elsewhere, they have greatly reduced the re-offending rate and helped to remove a considerable amount of anti-social behaviour and relatively low level crime from the criminal system. However, this is not a “soft option” and for the cases to be considered by a panel, the offender must accept their guilt and abide by the outcome of the panel meeting. 
The police are already using similar restorative justice techniques in dealing with some juvenile crime and, through the Dorset Police Safe Schools & Communities Team, they will be providing training for the volunteer facilitators. To enable the Bridport community justice panels to start as a pilot, Dorset Police will also provide a co-ordinator for one year.  It is hoped that once the pilot starts, that funding can then be sought to enable the panels to be permanently established.
If anyone in the Bridport area is interested in being trained as a facilitator, or if you like more information please contact Bob Gillis at the Town Council on 01308 456722 or email r.gillis@bridport-tc.gov.uk. 
