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Attendance Figures for the Market
So far the attendance figures for the market in this financial year have been very good.

In terms of the number of stalls trading since April 1st the comparison with last year is:

First 10 Saturdays in 2009/2010 – 883 stalls

First 10 Saturdays in 2010/2011 – 941 stalls.

An increase of 6.5%.

First 10 Wednesdays in 2009/2010 – 375 stalls
First 10 Wednesdays in 2010/2011 – 458 stalls.

An increase of 22%.

It is particularly encouraging that there are a good number of stalls trading on Wednesday. However, the Town Council will continue to work with the National Market Traders’ Federation to see what can be done to assist the Wednesday market during the winter months.

Wednesday Evening Markets – 
Are you interested?
As reported in the last newsletter, the Bridport Branch of the National Market Traders’ Federation suggested that the possibility of having evening markets on a Wednesday during the summer (possibly once a month) should be looked at. This would be in addition to the day time market. The dates proposed to try this are 28 July and 25 August. However, before the dates are confirmed, we need to know if enough traders will be present on these evenings. Please could you let either Steve Hibbs or the Town Council know as soon as possible if you are interested. If it is viable, the arrangements can then be confirmed. Bands have been booked for Bucky Doo Square for each evening.

Christmas Day 2010

Christmas Day is a Saturday this year and the National Market Traders’ Federation asked if it was possible to hold that market on Christmas Eve. Could traders again indicate if they would be interested in trading on that day?
Bringing People into Bridport 

Once again this summer the Town Council, in partnership with West Dorset District Council, will be running a park and ride service from West Bay into town. 

The service will begin on July 17th and run on market days through to September 4th inclusive. The route remains from the main car park in West Bay to Spar, East Street, approximately every fifteen minutes, from 9.30 am to 2.45 pm. The last journey back to West Bay, from outside Spar, will be at 3.00 pm.

National Traders Federation – “Make Your Mark in Markets”

Bridport has two stallholders short listed in the final 26 traders in the country for Regional Markets in the “Make Your Mark In Markets” Competition run by the National Market Traders Federation.

The Traders are Carl Larson (Carlson Art,
Unique Rustic Wooden Items) and Joanne Dewbury (Charlie Moo`s and Children’s Party Bags, Gifts and Toys).
New Market Bags

Any trader that wishes to sell the “Support Your Market and Your Local Shops” bags on their stall is asked to contact the Market Superintendent or the Town Council offices for details.

The Town Hall

The Architect has now been appointed for the Town Hall Heritage project and work is now commencing on obtaining building control permissions and preparing the detailed design plans. 

 

The start date for the building works is likely to be towards the end of the year, although this remains to be confirmed. There will be extensive publicity and information once the dates are confirmed. The intention will be to minimise any disruption to the public and local businesses/traders during the work and also to ensure continued town centre toilet provision, when the existing town hall toilets are closed.  More information will also be available when the Town Hall is open, as part of the National Heritage Days and Dorset Architectural Heritage Week, between 8 - 16 September. 

Vinyl Saturday 

Bridport’s increasingly popular Vinyl Saturday event in August, is expected to bring even more music fans to the town for the weekend. The quarterly event combines record and cd fairs, with the fun of searching the many shops and Saturday market stalls who participate by offering records and cds for sale. The event on Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 August will also include fairs in the Electric Palace and the Ropemakers on Saturday 14 August and in the Ropemakers on Sunday 15 with a music event on the Saturday evening in the Electric Palace.
Vinyl Saturday, organised by Roy Gregory and which helps to promote the market and local shops, was recently voted fair of the year 2009 by Record Collector Magazine.

Events

Forthcoming events in town on Market Days including music on Bucky Doo Square (BDS):

June 26 St Swithuns Band (BDS) 
July 3 Charter Fair 

July 10 Farmers Market & St Swithuns Band(BDS)
July 28 Possible Evening Market with St Swithuns Band (BDS)
Aug 7 St Swithuns Band (BDS)
Aug 14 Farmers Market & Vinyl Saturday 

Aug 21 Wessex Military Band (BDS) & Carnival

Aug 25 Wantage Military Band (BDS am) and Possible Evening Market with St Swithuns Band (BDS)
Aug 28 Open Studios

Sept 4 Wessex Military Band (BDS) 
Sept 8 & 11 National Heritage Days and Dorset Architectural Heritage Week – Town Hall Open
Sept 11 Farmers Market

Sept 18 Bridport Hat Festival 

Future Newsletters

If there is anything you would like to see in future bulletins, please contact Daryl Chambers on the number below.

Contacts

Daryl Chambers, the Town Surveyor, is responsible for the overall management of the market and can be contacted at Mountfield on 01308 456722.

The Market Superintendent, who is responsible for the day to day running of the market, is Ray McLaren and he can be contacted on 0796 7972 663. If you have any questions on the day, then please contact Ray.

Bridport Town Council 
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