
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

   Bridport on Monday 13 June 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs G.L. Fifield (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

R.H. Nicholls



Ms C.L. Clare

A.F.H. Tiltman

A.L.G. Harrison

C.D. Wild


Also in attendance: Cllrs A.J. Fifield and H.B. Samuel. 


                     

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless was elected Chairman for the ensuing municipal year 2005/2006.

In the absence of Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless, Cllr C.D. Wild (Leader of the Council) was elected Chairman for this meeting. On the election of the Vice Chairman and with the approval of the Committee, he deferred to the Vice Chairman who then took the Chair for the meeting.

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield was elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing municipal year 2005/2006.

PUBLIC FORUM

           Mr P. Holland, Mrs S. McCafferty and Mr T. Burt spoke against planning application A1/17 citing difficult access to the site, lack of adequate car parking provision, existence of a covenant prohibiting parking and concerns about access for Mr Burt’s disabled sons car.

           Mrs Adams, Mrs S. Warne, Miss Ross and Mr T. Baldry (West Allington Residents Association) spoke against planning application A2/1 citing detrimental effect on their privacy as three neighbouring properties would be overlooked, site being over developed by cramming in too many houses, prefer two storeys rather than the three proposed, inadequate access; the resident’s association whilst supporting the principle of development of a brown field site, realistically it could only really accommodate four dwellings.

           Mr Longman and Mr Pollock spoke against planning application A1/6, citing the health risk from noxious/toxic gases from the burning of melamine and other plastics, the revised height of the chimney was still too high, the chimney would mar the appearance of West Bay and the site plan provided by the developer was out of date and misleading as it showed that there were only a few properties in the vicinity.

           Mr Harvey, Mr Dobson, Mrs Dobson, Mr Challis, Mr Driscoll (WATAG) spoke against planning application A1/13 citing that the PFI system of funding motivated greater profit from larger than necessary schemes, insufficient justification for scheme, lack of detail concerning access, safety concerns over traffic movements at junction of Magdalen Road and bend in main road, no detailed transport plan, still over development of site, greenfield site and situated in AONB and outside the designated development boundary, out of town centre development, better alternative sites e.g. St Michael’s Trading Estate and New Zealand Site and the lack of an integrated public transport scheme to serve the centre.

           Dr Webb and Dr Wilson spoke in favour of planning application A1/13 and advised that it was Government policy to fund this type of healthcare provision by way of PFI and it was not unreasonable for the developer to make a profit. The additional workspace was needed to accommodate growing patient requirements for improved health care and an expected increase of Government expectations for health centres.  

3.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Miss S.A. Brown, Mrs C.A. Murless, C.M. Ray, Mrs M.J. Ray and D.R. Tett.  

4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 May 2005 were confirmed as

a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a pecuniary interest in application A1/16 and left the room when this application was discussed.

Cllr Mrs G.L. Fifield declared a pecuniary interest in application A1/16. She vacated the chair and left the room when this application was discussed.
  
Cllr A.L.G. Harrison declared a personal interest in applications A1/13 and A1/16.

           Cllr R.H. Nicholls declared a personal interest in application A1/13 but indicated that he would speak on the matter.

           Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in applications A1/5 and A1/6 and left the room when these were discussed.
6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Town Clerk circulated letters and e-mails received in connection with planning applications A1/5, A1/6, A1/9, A1/13, A1/16 and A1/17. 

Cllr C.D. Wild took the Chair when planning application A1/16 was discussed.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules 

A1 and A2 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. Planning application A3/1 was deferred to the next meeting of this committee.
7.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1479. He also reported on the e-mail received from Cllr D.R. Tett advising that the West Dorset District Council had refused Advertisement Consent in respect of Morrisons (Safeway Stores) and that that the company are to appeal against the refusal.
RESOLVED: that the report and the situation concerning Morrisons be noted.
8.
OVERNIGHT CAR PARKING CHARGES
Councillors considered the letter received from West Dorset District Council (WDDC), 

ENCL: 1482. 

Cllr D.R. Tett advised by way of an e-mail that the WDDC’s Environment Overview and Scrutiny Group were due to meet on 28 June 2005 to discuss Car Parks and Conveniences.  Cllr C.D. Wild advised members of the recent meeting that he and the Town Clerk had with the Leader and Chief Executive of WDDC at which this matter and other topics were discussed. Cllr R.H. Nicholls gave notice that he was considering tabling a motion for the next meeting of the full council as he considered that there was a case of maladministration by WDDC.

RESOLVED: that the situation be noted.
9.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters: -

(a) Withdrawal of First Bus Service 40 and 41: Dorset County Council advised that the First Bus Company as from 23 July 2005 was withdrawing bus service 40 & 41 from service. As a result the bus service from Bradpole to Bridport would be reduced to an hourly service, as would the Court Orchard service. Connections to the Bridport Health Centre will deteriorate and the service on Sea Road North will reduce from three per hour to roughly one per hour.
RESOLVED: that;

(i) the Dorset County Council be advised of the Town Council’s concerns at the reduction of the bus service 40 and 41, especially the deterioration of the connections to the Bridport Health Centre,

(ii) Bradpole Parish Council be contacted regarding the reduction to bus service 41.

(b)  Palace Cinema: Ron Scholes advised that a very useful meeting with Mr Hitchin had occurred and that the process of submitting a building regulation application was back on track. WDDC had awarded Mr Hitchin a grant of £5,000 as a contribution towards the cost of bringing a listed building back into community use.
(c) Proposed diversion routes re the temporary closure of St Mary’s footbridge


It was agreed that the diversion at the northern end was appropriate but that pedestrians from the football club car park should be sent alongside the river to join the northern diversion rather than be sent southwards past the Brewery and then up South Street.

10.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1480. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

11.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
(a) The Developer of the former Harbour Garage site in West Bay put forward four names for consideration.

           RESOLVED: that the development be named Maritime House.

(b) The Developer of the Old Shipyard Site has proposed that the two commercial units be known as Units I and 2, Quayside, West Bay.

 RESOLVED: that the above proposal be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.58 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 11 July 2005
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