
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

   Bridport on Monday 3 October 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs C.A. Murless (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield and C.D. Wild


Also in attendance: Cllrs: Miss S A Brown, C M Ray and Mrs M J Ray

                     

PUBLIC FORUM

           Paula English spoke against planning application A1/17. She was concerned about the close proximity of the mast to St Catherine’s School and if this application was approved had doubts as to whether she would send her child to this well respected school. She drew attention to the Stewart Report 2000, which raised concerns about positioning masts near schools, and that planning authorities should adopt a pre-cautionary approach in view of the perceived health risks. 

           Simon Badger spoke against planning application A1/17. He was concerned about the close proximity of the mast to his property being just 90 metres away. He was aware there were people suffering from MS and ME and the very nature of the operation of this mast would exacerbate the situation. He was of the opinion that Vodafone had not proven that it was technically safe.

           Barry Gall spoke against planning application A1/17. He was concerned about the close proximity of the mast to his business being just 70 metres away and was worried about the health and safety issues that this posed to his employees and his family. He cited the use of asbestos, which was hitherto thought to be safe, and now it is recognised as a dangerous material and as such will the microwaves emitting from these types of masts be viewed in a similar manner in 20 years time?

           Helen O’Hara spoke against planning application A1/17. Her background was one of a Science Teacher and as such had carried out a great deal of research on the detrimental health effects of microwaves emanating from these types of masts both thermal and sub thermal. The potential danger to the human body was extensive e.g. DNA, blood brain barrier etc. She drew attention that the Vodafone mast would be operating at a higher level of frequency than normal and the Dutch Government had recently highlighted the health dangers of masts operating at these higher levels.

           Paul Edwards spoke against planning application A1/17. He drew attention to the detrimental visual impact the height of the mast would have on the locality and also its adverse effect on a much wider number of people and users than those living in close proximity. While the mast was 15 metres high it also had a 2.5 metre antennae on top of the mast. The location plan supplied by Vodafone was misleading as it left out the school and a good number of houses. He considered that this application would devalue the properties in the area.

           Caroline Gamble spoke against planning application A1/17. She agreed and supported all the point s, which had been made. She drew attention to the planning guidance on dealing with this type of application and advised that health matters can be of material consideration as was loss of amenity and quality of life. Most residents fear that 3G was new technology and its effect was not properly known or understood.

           Clare Jennings spoke in favour of planning application A1/20. She considered that it would improve the visual outlook replacing an old building used to support the paddock; increase the housing stock; was of sympathetic design and included landscaping. It was inside the development boundary and outside the flood plain.

           Mr C Farmer spoke against planning application A1/20. He advised he was also speaking on behalf of Mr & Mrs Carey, Mr & Mrs Tuck and his wife. The scale and nature of this development was out of keeping and character with the settlement and its surroundings. It has been shoe-horned in and represented over development. As a result it was against Planning Polices SP1 3.4A & B. He had doubts about the flood plain assertion by the applicant

37.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs S A Bagnall, A J Fifield, A L G Harrison, R.H. Nicholls and A F H Tiltman,   

38.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 September 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

39.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Miss S A Brown declared a personal interest in application A1/17 being the Chairman of St Catherine’s School Governors but reserved her right to speak on this application.

Cllr Miss S A Brown declared a personal interest in application A1/10, as the applicant was known to her but reserved her right to speak on this application.

Cllr Mrs G L Fifield declared a personal interest in application A1/10, as the applicant was known to her but reserved her right to speak on this application.

Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless declared a personal interest in application A1/17 as a number of residents were known to her but reserved her right to speak on this application.

Cllr C D Wild declared a personal interest in application A1/14 &15 being a resident and overlooking the site but reserved his right to speak on this application.

Cllr C D Wild declared a personal prejudicial interest in application A3/4 as this shop was an outlet for the ‘Bridport Bag’ He left the room while this application was being considered. 

40.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

           The Town Clerk circulated letters and e-mails he had received in connection with planning applications A1/1,A1/2, A13, A1/17, A1/20 and A1/24 

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules 

A1 and A3 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
41.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1518. In respect of 1322, the Town Clerk reported on the reason for refusal.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
42.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following communications received from Cllrs: A J Fifield, Mrs G L Field and K G Wallace 

(a) Bridec; Cllrs: A J Fifield, Mrs G L Fifield drew attention to the newly erected silo which appeared to be higher than the side elevation drawings on the plans previously submitted by the company.

RESOLVED: the West Dorset District Council be asked to investigate the above and ascertain if there has been any infringement of the planning approval granted.

(b) Sidney Gale House: Cllr K G Wallace drew attention to the possible closure of 3 respite beds at Sidney Gale House. The loss of 3 respite beds would be significant having regard to the demographics of Bridport and that Dorset Social Services are the least well funded in the country.

                RESOLVED: the Dorset County Council and North Dorset Primary Care Trust be advised of the Town Council’s concerns.

The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 31 October 2005
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