
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

   Bridport on Monday 19 December 2005 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr.
Mrs G.L. Fifield (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
Mrs C.L. Clare 

A.F.H. Tiltman



A.L.G. Harrison

C.D. Wild


Also in attendance: Cllr: Miss S.A. Brown. 

                     

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.

60.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs S.A. Bagnall, A.J. Fifield, Mrs C.A. Murless and H.B. Samuel. 

61.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 28 November 2005 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

62.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were none declared.  

63.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

           RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules 

A1, A2 and A3 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
64.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1564. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
65.
WDDC: STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
         
The Town Clerk tabled a draft report, which the Community Partnership Development Officer had produced following a working group meeting that had been formed to deal with this consultation by the Bridport Local Area Partnership. 

           Cllr C.D. Wild provided a resume of the key points in the report and the committee discussed in detail the overall issues arising out of the report. The Government’s objectives of speeding up the planning process and increasing community involvement appear contradictory.  It will require serious commitment from WDDC to ensure the latter takes place.  WDDC’s response to this must be to ensure that consultation periods are sufficient and not just the minimum allowed by the legislation.

           Members expressed concern about the balance to be achieved between “communities” and “stakeholders”, particularly given the list of stakeholders provided by WDDC.  They also felt that there was not enough emphasis given as to the views of parish and town councils compared with “stakeholders” who can be powerful, informed and well-resourced lobbyists.   Parish and town councils need to be enabled and assisted to take effective part in consultations e.g. through training, capacity building etc.    

           RESOLVED: that;

(a) the response by the Bridport Local Area Partnership be endorsed and supported,

           (b) the town council sends a separate response to WDDC based on the key issues identified and discussed at this meeting and to include any further comments sent to the Town Clerk before the closing date of 23 December 2005.        

66.
COMMUNICATIONS
           The Town Clerk reported that Connect Road Operators had responded to the town council’s comments in connection with their proposed safety improvements to the A35 Sea Road South. They advised that they were unable to include these in the current scheme as the Highways Agency required the works to be undertaken by the end of the financial year and as such the additional consultation required would jeopardise this outcome. 

67.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1565. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 23 January 2006
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