Bridport Town Hall Heritage and Conservation Project Gets the Go Ahead
Bridport Town Council has been successful with its second stage bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), giving the Council the green light to deliver its Town Hall Heritage and Conservation project.
The project has been a long standing objective of the Town Council, and will aim to restore this important building and make it fully accessible with a new ground floor community space. 
The Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded a second-round pass which means that the Town Council will receive an HLF grant of £600,000 towards the overall costs of the project, which are estimated to be almost £1.4 million.
The Town Council itself has agreed to commit £400,000 of its reserves to the project with other funding being provided by West Dorset District Council (which includes the costs of relocating the public toilets) and Dorset County Council.
Dave Rickard, Leader of Bridport Town Council said:

“This is exciting news for the town. Thanks to the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and other partners we will now see the Town Hall being fully open and available for all the community to use. This is an important and historic building for the town and it is great that we now have an opportunity to make it fully accessible, more user friendly and more energy efficient.” 

Town Councillor Charles Wild, who was Leader of the Town Council when the first stage HLF application was submitted, said:
“It’s very welcome news: congratulations to the project manager, Crystal Johnson and the Town Council officers.  The Town Council has worked hard on this over a number of years and to win this sort of grant in a highly competitive field is a great achievement.”

Bob Gillis, Bridport Town Clerk said:

“The Town Hall has an important place in the history of Bridport and this project has been a long standing aspiration of the Town Council. The development of the project has shown the level of public support for this exciting scheme, which will ensure that the Town Hall can be enjoyed by all. As well as the physical work on the building, there will be an opportunity to fully involve people, and particularly young people, in a range of activities to appreciate the history and tradition of this fine building.”

Bob continued:

“The Fra Newbery Exhibition of 2008, which was also supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, brought the Town Hall interior into regional and national focus and was very well supported by the public. Many people attending that Exhibition and subsequent events asked why the Town Hall could not be open more and we now have that chance to put the building back at the very heart of civic and community life in Bridport.”

“We will ensure that we keep everyone fully informed at all stages of the development. The first thing will be to confirm the timetable for the works, which are scheduled to start in the Spring 2010, but this will be confirmed after Christmas. At this stage and on behalf of the Town Council I would like to thank the Heritage Lottery Fund for this decision and West Dorset District Council and Dorset County Council for all their help and support.” 
Nerys Watts, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund South West, said:

“The conservation of Bridport Town Hall will ensure the preservation of this important historic building, whilst opening up new public spaces and exhibition areas. Further works, including a new lift, will mean that more people have the chance to see the council chamber and nationally important Fra Newbery collection.”
- ends -

Notes to editors:

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms our heritage. Through their grant making, HLF aims to conserve the UK's diverse heritage for present and future generations to experience and enjoy; help more people, and a wider range of people, to take an active part in and make decisions about their heritage; and help people to learn about their own and other people's heritage. HLF has supported more than 28,800 projects, allocating over £4.3billion across the UK, including £404.7 million of grants to 3,015 projects in the South West.
www.hlf.org.uk
Summary of the Project

The driving force of the project is to open up the Town Hall for everyone.  There is a substantial amount of structural work that needs to be undertaken in order to conserve the building and this is built into the project. Practically, the project will provide level access from Bucky Doo Square with a lift to the first floor.  This will not only enable wheelchair users to access the first floor for the first time but also assist families with buggies, provide a service for users of the building to transport equipment up and down, and generally offer everyone an alternative means of getting upstairs to take part in activities and appreciate the historic Fra Newbery interior.  It is also hoped that the Tourism Information Centre will relocate to the ground floor space although this remains to be confirmed by West Dorset District Council. Based on feedback from previous users of the building, the Town Council will be improving the facilities on offer, including the heating, lighting, acoustics, kitchen and IT provision. In addition, a new community space will be created at the southern end of the ground floor. Framptons butchers will remain as it is at the front of the building

As well as the physical work, a whole programme of community based projects and activities will be delivered to really help bring the Town Hall to life.  These include an oral history project to research and document local memories of the building, a young people’s project looking at Bridport today and various links with schools and community groups to explore the heritage of the building. 

All in all the Town Council, with the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, is not only looking to conserve this important historic building for the future but also to create a ‘living’ building that welcomes everybody and embodies the vibrancy and character of Bridport.
An important factor in the Town Hall development will be the relocation of the public toilets. The Town Council meets the full running costs of the public toilets at the Town Hall but it is generally recognised that they are no longer up to the standard expected of such facilities. The project to develop the Town Hall offers the opportunity to provide new purpose built facilities elsewhere in the town centre, and it is intended to re-locate the toilets to the South Street Car Park subject to relevant approvals. This work will be subject to funding by West Dorset District Council.

It is intended that work on the Town Hall will commence in late Spring 2010 with completion in 2011. The starting date remains to be confirmed.
More information: www.bridport-tc.gov.uk
History

Described by visitors as “the iconic image of Bridport”, Bridport Town Hall was built between 1785 and 1787 at a cost of £2000.  It is the only known complete example of a new building designed by William Tyler, who was one of the original 40 members of the Royal Academy.  It is built from local bricks and Portland stone.  The timber was imported from Riga through Bridport Harbour.

The ground floor of the 1786 building was originally a market, housing 37 stalls.  These were predominantly butchers stalls but also included some corn and general trade stalls.  The upper storey of the building incorporated the County and Petty Courts and provided the venue for council meetings, civic and private functions, debates, political gatherings and entertainments.  The clock tower was added to the building in the 1800s making it a local landmark.

The main council chamber was designed by Fra H Newbery in 1925 and houses the largest public collection of his paintings.  These paintings offer a unique insight into the industrial and social history of Bridport and West Bay.

Today the building is only open to the public for Town Council meetings and specific functions or occasions.  The building is Grade 1 listed.

