PLANS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Thursday, 2 July 2009 at 2.30 pm.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman
C.M. Ray 





K.A. Day

Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray and D.G. Rickard.

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr G.J. Ackerman be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the municipal year 2009/2010.

Councillor G.J. Ackerman in the Chair

Public Forum

The Chairman agreed to adjourn the meeting and waive standing orders to allow members of the public present to address the Sub Committee.

Mr David Bushrod, West Allington Residents’ Association spoke with reference to agenda item 11, to emphasise the Association’s wish to have new street lights more in keeping with the conservation area status.  

Mr Sadler spoke in support of the request for a speed indicator device in East Road, with reference to agenda item 7.

Mr Farrar - Hockley said that WATAG had produced new bus timetables for the area. This had previously been done by the County Council but they were unable to do it this year. WATAG would like to submit a grant application to the Town Council seeking a contribution towards the costs.

The Sub Committee reconvened after the public forum.

2.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 31 March 2009, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors C.M. Ray and Mrs M.J. Ray declared personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 12 (b) - residents parking in St Andrews Road, as they lived in the road. They left the room when this item was considered.

5.
BRIDPORT PARK AND RIDE

Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2083.

The Town Surveyor said that, in line with the decision of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, he had awarded the contract to operate the service to two companies – Sureline on Saturdays and Sovereign Coaches on Wednesdays. The only issue remaining was to agree the signage.

RESOLVED: that the arrangements for the 2009 Park and Ride service from West Bay to Bridport be noted.

6.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO DOG ORDER SIGNS IN WEST BAY
The Town Surveyor updated the Sub Committee on the new dog signage in West Bay.  This was for information only and was noted.

7.
EAST ROAD – SPEEDING TRAFFIC

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2085.

RESOLVED: that the Committee supports representations being made for a speed indicator device in East Road, as detailed in the report and the Town Surveyor discuss this matter further with County Highways and Connect. 

8.
SOUTH WEST QUADRANT COACH PARKING

The Town Surveyor updated the Sub Committee on the recent meeting where the District Council had outlined the proposed additional coach and bus parking spaces to be included within the revised planning application for the South West Quadrant. This followed the refusal of the application on the grounds of lack of coach parking.

The update was noted.

9.
ISSUES RAISED BY THE OLDER PEOPLES’ FORUM 

The Town Surveyor updated for information on items recently raised at the Forum’s transport group including access to Coneygar Lane.  This issue was being progressed.

This was noted.

10.
ISSUES RAISED BY WATAG 

Members welcomed the production of the bus timetable by WATAG and it was generally felt that the County Council, who had responsibility for transport, should be asked to contribute towards the costs of production. It was reported that West Dorset District Council was also to be asked to contribute bearing in mind their tourism responsibilities.


The update was noted.

11.
WEST ALLINGTON TRAFFIC CALMING AND STREET LIGHTING

The Town Surveyor reported firstly on the traffic calming scheme in West Allington. The lighting for this scheme had almost been finished.  The Residents’ Association felt that the new lighting should have been in keeping with the Conservation Area. The County Council had said that the new lighting to be provided was of the standard type used across the rest of Dorset. There would be consultation when the wider replacement scheme for the whole of Bridport takes place, which would be in a year or more. 

Members generally felt that the policy on replacing lighting should be clarified to see what account was taken of the conservation area status and what the terms of the contract were with the lighting contractors who worked for the County Council. It was felt that the same rules should apply to the whole of Bridport and where appropriate the lighting schemes should be in keeping with the status of the area in planning terms. The concerns raised by West Allington Residents’ Association should also be reported to the County Council.

RECOMMEND   that the policy on replacement street lighting and the approach taken in conservation areas, including the concerns raised by the West Allington Residents’ Association, be raised with the County Council and the Sub Committee receive a report back at its next meeting.

12.
ONGOING HIGHWAY MATTERS


The Town Surveyor updated members on the following highway matters: -  

 (a)
Banners across the highway 
It was noted that there was now a new form to get the Dorset County Council’s approval for any banners across the highway.

(b)


Residents’ parking in St Andrews Road 
RESOLVED that the Town Surveyor write to local residents to see if there was support for a residents’ parking scheme.

(c)


Amendment to Carnival Road Closure times



The arrangements for road closures for the Carnival were noted.

(d) 
Watton Gardens parking

A request had been received for action in respect of parking in the turning but it was not known if this was generally considered to be an issue.


RESOLVED – that the situation be monitored and if it does seem to be an issue then the Town Surveyor consult with residents.



(e)
Town Hall traffic lights
The Town Surveyor reported a letter received from the police. They had noted that this matter was being dealt with, as part of the wider traffic management package that would be introduced later in the year. 


(f)
Resurfacing of West Street

It was noted that the latest timings for this work was 19-23 October with work scheduled from 5pm each evening although the timings would be confirmed nearer the time.


(g)
East Street bench update

This was included on the agenda to allow the situation to be monitored, in line with the decision taken by the Plans Committee. It was noted that there was nothing further to report at this time.


(h)
Market


It was noted that the Health and Safety Audit had been completed and considered at the Market and Business Liaison Sub Committee.

13.
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications reported.

14.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2082.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 3.20 p.m.

The next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee will be held on 29 October 2009
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