
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
           Bridport on Monday 1 October 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

M.P. Parsons
J.D. Hunt


C.M. Ray
P.J. Lathey


C.D. Wild









Ms S.J. Williams

Also in attendance: Cllrs: N.K. Cast and Mrs M.J. Ray.  


PUBLIC FORUM


Mrs C.Y. Firman- Ford spoke in objection to application A1/4 1607 Hillingdon St, St Andrews Road.  A letter from Mrs Firman-Ford had also been circulated to the Committee. Mrs Firman-Ford said that the development would have a detrimental impact on neighbouring properties as it was so close and the window would overlook her property.
Mr R. Craddock spoke in objection to application A1/6 1629, 59 East Street. He said that the proposed change of use was unacceptable in such a residential area. He raised concerns relating to toilet facilities, lack of extraction units, the need for sound proofing and the potential for extended hours of operation which would impact on the area.

Mrs Jean Shaw spoke in objection to applications A1/7 1623 and A1/8 1624. She said that the proposed development was inappropriate in this area. The access would be very difficult over a narrow road that was used by pedestrians and had very limited vehicular access.  It would require the demolition of a listed wall to access the site. The new dwelling would overlook her property and be detrimental to the area. A letter from Mrs Shaw had also been circulated to the Committee.
47.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ms F.K. McKenzie.
48.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3 September 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interests. 

In considering applications A1/7 and A1/8 Councillor Martin Ray stated that he knew Mrs Jean Shaw, who had spoken in objection to these applications, but this was not an interest under the Code of Conduct.
50.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1, A2 and B1 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
51.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1810. 
The Committee noted the decision to refuse Conservation Area Consent for the former medical centre at North Allington and asked about action being taken to identify an alternative use for the site. 


RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 

52.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters: -
(a) 
Councillor Frances Mckenzie had resigned from the Committee due to pressure of other commitments on Monday evenings. The Council would be asked to appoint a replacement, and the Committee asked to appoint a new Vice-Chair at their next meetings.
(b).
The Mayor and the Town Surveyor were to attend the Magna Stakeholders' Conference on 9th October. Members were also reminded of the District Council Housing Strategy Consultation Event at Charlton Down Village Hall on 12th October which was reported at the last Committee meeting.
(c) 
An application for a temporary road closure of South Street on 15th December 9.30 am to 12.30pm for the Bridport Nativity procession was reported. Members said that they had no objections to the closure.


Members did however express concerns at the short notice given for the proposed closure of Gundry Lane and it was asked that representations be made to the County Council to ask that if more notice could be given of such closures.

The Town Surveyor reported on the following matters:

(a)
Asker Meadows would be re-instated following the completion of works on replacing the sewers in Crock Lane.  The Council had the option of keeping the hard standing which had been put in by Wessex Water, but this would be a decision for members. At the current time it was intended to re-instate the soil. 
(b) 
The Nationwide sign at 31 West Street had been referred to the Planning Enforcement Officer.
53.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors noted the draft response submitted by the Town Council on "Planning for the future of West Dorset - Core Strategy Issues and Options", ENCL. 1811. 

Councillor Maggie Ray was thanked for all her hard work on the response.

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m.


The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 29 October 2007
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