MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 1 November 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr Ms S.J. Williams (in the Chair)
Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman
C.M. Ray

K.A. Day

D.G. Rickard



J.D. Hunt

C.D. Wild
PUBLIC FORUM

The following persons spoke in objection to the revised plans for signage for the former Travis Perkins Co Ltd, St Andrews Road:

Mr Simon Williams, Ms Amanda Lancashire and Mr Mike Farmer.

The Plans Committee was being asked to comment on the amended plan for the new illuminated flag pole advertisement only, under the Schedule B applications.
Mr Simon Williams also circulated pictures of the view from neighbouring houses and a copy of a letter of objection from the Campaign to Protect Rural England.
46.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.
47.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 October 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

48.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor C.M. Ray said, in respect of the schedule B application with the amended plan for the former Travis Perkins Co Ltd, that he lived in St Andrews Road but at the other end and not in the vicinity of the store. He did not therefore consider this to be a personal interest.

49.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED: 

(1)
that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule A be 

forwarded to the District Council. 


(2)
that the amended plans received and listed for information under schedule B

be noted with the comments as set out.

50.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 2273. 

RESOLVED: that the planning decisions be noted.
51.
DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATION – VARIATION OF 
CONDITION 1 OF 1/W/2007/0953 – CONTINUED USE OF BRIDPORT 
HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING CENTRE – PROPOSED WEEKEND CLOSURE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2278.
Members considered the proposed revised opening hours and in particular the proposal to close the site at weekends, in an attempt to address the concerns of the nearby residential property.

RESOLVED: that the following additional comments be made on this application and specifically the proposal to close the site at weekends:
The proposed closure of the site at weekends could not be supported, as this was the busiest time for using the site and such a closure would lead to a loss of amenity for people in Bridport and increase fly tipping and waste going to landfill. The Committee had commented previously that it was regrettable that there was still a need for this temporary permission and for any continued disturbance to local residents. However, there remained no feasible alternative and in view of the usage of the site by people in the town, weekend opening should be retained. Other options should be considered to address the concerns of the nearby residential property, including possible reduced opening hours at weekends, with a reduction in the need for bulk collections from the site at weekends or some earlier closing on less busy weekdays. 

On the wider issue of waste collection, the Committee also commented that if the level of doorstep household recycling and the items collected was increased, then this would help to reduce the amount of waste needed to be transported to the site. This was something that should also be looked at with West Dorset District Council. 
52.
BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET AND POOLE MINERALS DEVELOPMENT 
FRAMEWORK – DRAFT MINERALS CORE STRATEGY PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2279.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Committee Chairman and Leader of the Council draft a response to be agreed by the full Council.
53.
PLANNING OBLIGATIONS GUIDELINES – DRAFT PROTOCOL FOR 
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2280.


Members discussed the proposed protocol and made the following comments:
· What was the position with County Council applications and Highways Agency schemes and how did they relate to the planning obligations protocol?

· The reference to “like for like” schemes not being funded needed to be clarified, as this could potentially mean that schemes such as the replacement bridge at Plottingham would not be eligible.

These comments would be addressed in the preparation of a response.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Committee Chairman and Leader of the Council draft a response to be agreed by the full Council.

54.
LICENSING REVISION REQUEST – MORRISONS
The Town Clerk reported the proposed licensing hours. The main variation was to start the licensing hours from 6am (Monday to Sunday). The current licensing hours started at 8am (Mon –Sat) and 9am on Sunday. 

The following comments were made:
The Committee did not feel that the variation requested and the increased licensing hours were necessary. It considered that the increased availability of alcohol would not assist in meeting, and would adversely affect, the West Dorset District Council Licensing objectives of preventing crime and disorder, public safety and public nuisance. The wider availability of alcohol could for example lead to increased “binge” drinking and potential disturbance to local residents.  Some concern had also been expressed that it could increase the litter in the immediate area, which was popular with walkers.


RESOLVED: that West Dorset District Council be notified of the comments as set out above.
55.
JURASSIC COAST PUBLIC EVENTS
The Town Clerk reported for information that the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Team was offering to hold public events in the Gateway Towns, to raise awareness of the management of the site and opportunities for community involvement. It was proposed that an event would be held in West Bay, on a date to be agreed, between January and April next year.

RESOLVED: that the proposed public event be noted and supported.

56.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
The Town Surveyor reported that a proposal had been received for a street name plate for North Mills Road, to be fitted at the eastern end of the road, where it joined Victoria Grove. 

This proposal was supported by members.

57.
APPLICATION 1/D/10/001626 – MARKET HOUSE, EAST STREET
The Town Clerk reported for information the request, via a certificate of lawfulness, to site a temporary public toilet block next to the Town Hall. Comments were not being sought and the application was to determine the lawful power to site the temporary toilets alongside the Town Hall, when the existing Town Hall facilities close, as part of the Town Hall Heritage and Conservation Project.



The report was noted.

58.
COMMUNICATIONS
There were no communications to report.

The meeting closed at 7.45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 6 December 2010
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