
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

   Bridport on Monday 10 July 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs C.A. Murless (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

R.H. Nicholls



A.L.G. Harrison

C.D. Wild

Mrs G.L. Fifield


PUBLIC FORUM


Mr Andrew Bradley spoke on behalf of a number of Priory Lane residents. He referred to the latest West Dorset District Local Plan, which designates that this area, in relation to planning application A1/8, be left as a green open space, a view echoed by those residents present. He thanked the town council for its previous support and working with the community to retain this important green area.     


Mr Bradley also made reference to recent apparent work taking place at the Vearse Farm site in West Allington. 

In response to the reference about Vearse Farm, the Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild replied that a planning application had been approved in 1996 to construct a golf course and had seemingly lay dormant since that point.  It has been suggested that as an entrance track was partly constructed in 2001, the original planning consent is possibly still valid. Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and Cllr R.H. Nicholls supplemented the concerns expressed.

12.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs S.A. Bagnall and H.B. Samuel.   

13.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 12 June 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

14.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a personal prejudicial interest in respect of application A2/3 and left the room during its discussion. 

  
Cllr Mrs C.A. Murless declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/5 as a relatively near neighbour. 

15.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1 and A2 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
16.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

27 June 2006 be received and the recommendations approved and adopted. 
17.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1648. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
18.
FORMER BONFIELDS GARAGE SITE, WEST STREET
The Town Clerk circulated the e-mail he had received from Cllr D.R. Tett concerning this site. However, events had now overtaken his e-mail as work had commenced on site but for a different development than the town council had expected and previously supported. 

Considerable discussion ensued and Cllr C.D. Wild reminded members that development of this site came to this committee as the latest of a succession of planning applications, as earlier ones, in the name of Raglan Housing. The previous

applications had been for affordable housing. This one significantly was for fourteen units (one below the threshold now adopted for inclusion of 35% affordable housing). 

It is surprising that the district council approved this application without insisting on the provision of any units of affordable housing, as certainly at the time the town council considered it, and perhaps even at the time it was determined by the district council, the Revised Deposit Plan still recommended a threshold of nine units. This would have meant that even if not all the housing were to be affordable as in the earlier applications, the district council could still have insisted on a section 106 for four or five affordable units in this development.

Both Bridport Town Council and the Bridport Local Area Partnership opposed the raising of the threshold to fifteen in the Plan which is about to be adopted, and gave reasoned arguments for doing so, pointing out that the exceptional circumstances required by Government Planning Circular 6/98 certainly exist in the Bridport area, with the enormous affordability gap between incomes and house prices, but the district council chose to accept the Planning Inspector’s recommendation to raise the threshold from nine to fifteen. This application immediately calls into question the assertion of the Inspector (accepted by the district council) that the difference between a threshold of nine and fifteen will make no significant difference to the provision of affordable housing within the West Dorset district. This case on its own would have made a difference of four or five units of affordable housing.

In conclusion members considered that the role of Raglan Housing should be questioned, as to why their name continued to appear on this planning application when it was no longer for affordable housing.  It would appear that the town council needs to be extra vigilant when it comes to these type of planning applications, particularly in the light of how inadequate the information is that is received at town and parish council levels and sadly not to take things on trust.

RESOLVED: that the Town Council writes to West Dorset District Council to express its concerns as described above. 

19.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following: -

(a) a letter from Dorset County Council concerning Bus Service 73 from Maiden Newton to Bridport. He advised that he would circulate a copy to all Councillors for information.

(b) the adoption, on 30 June 2006, of the Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Waste Local Plan.

(c) the West Dorset District Local Plan will be adopted, without modification, on 14 July 2006.

(d) the West Dorset District Council had served an enforcement notice for an unlawful material change of use without planning permission for motor vehicle repairs and recovery together with breaking of motor vehicles on land at the Old Car Yard, Rope Walks, Bridport. 

20.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1649. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.08 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 7 August 2006
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