FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 11 March 2008 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
C.D. Wild (Chairman)



Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray



N.K. Cast


Mrs M.J. Ray








D.G. Rickard


Also in attendance: Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman.
28.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr: J.D. Hunt. 
29.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 18 December 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
30.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

During consideration of agenda item 4 (minute 31) Cllr D.G. Rickard declared a personal interest as an acquaintance of the Town Council's Internal Auditor.  
31.
AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS 2008/2009

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1872.

RECOMMEND: that the existing internal and external audit arrangements be 
noted and approved as set out in the report.
32.
2007/2008 AUDIT ACTION PLAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1873.


RECOMMEND: that the report be noted and the Audit Action Plan 2007/2008 be approved as set out as an Appendix to the report.
33.
RISK ASSESSMENT 2007/2008

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1874.


Members asked for a further report on the Town Council's insurance arrangements. This should include confirmation of the insurance position in respect of public hiring of rooms and whether the Town Council's hirers' liability covered such bookings or if, as they did now, organisations hiring rooms needed always to have their own public liability cover.

It was noted that market traders were required to have their own insurance before being allowed to trade on the market. It was agreed that this should be included under the management of the risks associated with the market.

RECOMMEND: that the Risk Management Strategy policy document be approved as attached for 2007/2008, subject to inclusion of reference to the market traders' insurance as above.
34.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1875.


RESOLVED: that a special meeting of this Sub Committee be held in May/early June to consider the Plan in detail, suggest areas to be looked at and agree arrangements for the in depth review.
35.
QUALITY COUNCIL UPDATE

The Town Clerk updated members on progress on becoming a Quality Council. The Town Clerk was planning to submit his application for the Certificate in Local Council Administration by June, which if successful, would allow the Town Council to submit its application for quality status by the end of the year. 

In discussion of the potential benefits of being a quality council, it was noted that the Town Clerk was looking at the implications of the Sustainable Communities Act 2007.

The update was noted.

36.
DORSET 2012


The Town Clerk updated members on the proposed meeting of interested persons to be held to discuss the town's preparations for the Olympics.
The update was noted.

37.
FUTURE MEETING ARRANGEMENTS


RECOMMEND: that the size of the Sub Committee remains at 9 members and it continues to meet quarterly with special meetings, if required. The timetable to be agreed by the Town Council. 

The meeting closed at 11:50 a.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on a date to be confirmed
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