Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 
of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 
11 July 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 

D.G. Rickard (Chairman)

Cllrs: 
N.K Cast

P.J. Lathey

P.J. Colfox

K.G. Wallace


Ms R.C. Kayes
C.D. Wild





Ms S.J. Williams

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr D.G. Rickard is elected Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008. 

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr C.D. Wild is elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.

3.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and Ms A.M. Grear.
4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 March 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

In respect of minute 14, the Town Clerk advised it was now a matter for the new town council to take this initiative forward. The Chairman advised he was of a mind to form an informal working party to plan and undertake this matter.   

In respect of minute 16, the Town Clerk advised that this matter required further research.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr P.J. Colfox declared a personal interest in respect of minute 7, as he is a Trustee of the Symondsbury Orchard Group.

Cllr. K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest in respect of minute 7, as he has previously been involved with establishing an orchard. 
6.
PILOT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT: MOUNTFIELD

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1797. It was acknowledged that the report was a first and very welcome step but members were also keen to show leadership and setting an example in progressing this pilot further. They would like to see the principle established that any savings made would be re-invested in further environmental improvements. It was also recognised that some of the renewable energy measures could cost a great deal and there was no specific budget provision for these measures at present.  

           The Chairman announced that he would like to form an informal working party to look at a number of initiatives and carry out further research. The Town Surveyor welcomed any assistance that town councilors may be available to provide, bearing in mind that his was a part-time post. The Town Clerk advised having regard to small office resource at Mountfield, he suggested that the informal working party would need to operate on similar lines to the Open Spaces and Recreation Task Force and be serviced and led by members.

RESOLVED: that the report be received and the progress made is welcomed and the Chairman’s proposal to form an informal member working party to support and undertake further work on this pilot scheme be noted.
7.
BRIDPORT HERITAGE ORCHARD
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1798. 

RECOMMENDED: that:

           (a) the proposed Bridport Heritage Orchard be welcomed and supported and that the town council agrees to lease the land from the West Dorset District Council, subject to their agreement, on the basis that it is sub leased to the Bridport Heritage Orchard Group which in turn will be required to form a properly constituted body in order to pursue this scheme, 

           (b) the West Dorset District Council be requested to support the proposed Bridport Heritage Orchard and to agree to lease the land to the town council on the basis outlined in (a). 
8.
OPEN SPACES AND RECREATION TASK FORCE

Cllr. C.D. Wild updated members in respect of the meeting of the Open Spaces and Recreation Task Force held on 22 May 2007 at the New Zealand site. The representative from the Dorset Wild Life Trust (DWLT) had recommended that the New Zealand site should be viewed as an ideal pilot site for undertaking a nature survey audit. He went on to say that he had been unable to contact the DWLT for an update, but he understood that they and the Bridport Library are organising an awareness event for this site and the orchard project site on 7 August 2007 and when he has further details he will circulate them accordingly. The Town Surveyor advised that he had subsequently obtained the approval of the West Dorset District Council to carry out the audit.
RESOLVED: that the report be received.
9.
CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1800. Members discussed their position when and if they were directly involved with any scheme operated by the town council. The Town Clerk advised that the occasions that councillors would be directly involved are likely to be few and far between and therefore would be dealt with on an ad hoc basis. However, it would be a different matter if they were involved with children events with outside organisations in another capacity to that of a councilor. In this respect the onus would be on that outside body to undertake the appropriate checks in accordance with their child projection policy, independent of the town council. 

RECOMMENDED: that the town council adopts the Child Protection Policy as outlined in the above report.
10.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that he had been notified by the Police that they had organised a preliminary meeting to be held at Mountfield on 7 August 2007 as part of their Safer Neighbourhood Scheme. As a result, he had asked Cllrs: Ms R.C. Kayes and C.D. Wild and the Town Surveyor to attend to represent the town council.  
11.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1801, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:











Received


1.
WDDC – South West Dorset Multicultural 

17/05/07

Network Newsletter.

2.      The Drug-Box.Co.Uk. – Drugs Effect 

Everyone in every sector.




15/06/07

3. 
Dorset County Council  

Business Resource Efficiency Pack.











The Chairman also tabled leaflets depicting a Ludlow scheme which was involved with an organisation known as “Cittaslow”






The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 12 December 2007
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