Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 
Wednesday 12 November 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr 
Mrs M.J. Ray (Chairman)




Cllrs:
Miss S.A. Brown

C.M. Ray




N.K. Cast


D.G. Rickard





Ms F.K. McKenzie 

R.J. Stoodley
Also in attendance: Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman. 
PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.
42.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: D.R. Tett, K.G. Wallace and C.D. Wild 
43.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17 September 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to noting that Cllr Ms F.K. Mckenzie had given her apologies for this meeting.

44.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest in respect of minute 61, as she knew the contractor.
45.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 21 October 2008 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely:


Plastic Bags (min 6)

RESOLVED:  that the decision to end the supply of plastic bags on the market be confirmed and discussions take place with the market traders as to their preference on re-usable bags. The financial commitment to buy these bags be considered by the Town Council as part of the budget making process for 2009/10.

46.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The Town Surveyor reported for information on the following topics: -
(a)
Late Night Shopping Event - preparations were being made by the Festival Organising Committee for the event on Wednesday 10 December 2008.
(b)
Priory Lane Retaining wall – discussions were taking place with Palmers.
(c)
River Platforms at St Mary’s – work on one of the platforms was now complete. 
(d)
Park and Ride – as agreed by Highways and Transportation Sub Committee, discussions were to be held on possible extensions to the scheme. 

(e)
Garden Share Scheme – the potential for people on the waiting list for allotments to work on unused domestic gardens was to be looked at and discussed with Magna.
(f)
West Bay Play Area – the outcome of the latest bid for funding was due in December and a report on options would then be reported to the next meeting of this Committee.


(g)
Vinyl Saturday was to be held on the market on 15 November 2008.
(h)
Community Orchard – it was noted that the Apple Day had been a great success and that the Steering Group was developing the project and seeking additional funding.

(i)
Other issues in the Town Plan being looked at included the Family Shelter and a North East Quadrant Play Area.

47.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2008/2009 – 2nd REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1975.


RECOMMEND: that the 2nd revision of the 2008/2009 estimates be approved. 
48.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2007/2008

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1977.

The Office Manager was congratulated on the outcome of the audit.


RECOMMEND: that following completion of the Audit, the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2008 be approved and that public notice of the completion of the Audit be given, as required by legislation. 
49.
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1976.


RECOMMEND: that the revised strategy for 2008/2009 be approved. 
50.
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES – CONSULTATION 
DOCUMENT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL.1984.


RECOMMEND: that the proposed changes to the members’ code of conduct be noted without comment and that the principle of an employees’ code of conduct be supported for senior officers of local councils.
51.
COMMUNITY RESOURCES NEEDS SURVEY OUTCOME

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1984.

RESOLVED: that the outcome of the survey be welcomed and its recommendations be supported as set out in the report.
52.
WEST BAY METHODIST CHURCH ADVISORY GROUP

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1987.


RESOLVED: that the terms of reference for the Advisory Group be approved and the Town Clerk and Leader of the Council continue as the Town Council’s representatives on the Group, until the representatives on outside bodies report is next considered.
53.
LAND TRANSFERS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1985.


Members asked that the Town Clerk write to formally thank Magna Housing for the gift of the pieces of land at St Swithins and Skilling.


RECOMMEND: that the following land transfers be formally approved and the leases be signed and sealed on behalf of the Town Council:

· Renewal on a five year lease at a peppercorn rent of Land Adjoining Rivervale, Flaxhayes; 

· Receipt of Land at St Swithins Road from Magna Housing as a gift;
· Receipt of Land at Skilling from Magna Housing as a gift;
· Acceptance of Land at Priory Lane on a 30 year lease at a peppercorn rent, with the intention that the land is transferred to the local community group. The onward transfer to be subject to a further report to members.

54.
OLYMPICS 2012

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1986.


RESOLVED: that 
(a)
the Town Council supports the bid to be submitted by the Olympics 2012 Steering Group to the West Dorset Partnership for £2,500 for start up administrative and web site support.

(b)
the 2012 Steering Group be formally established with its own 
administrative support and budget arrangements.


(c)
that the constitution, composition and working arrangements of the Group be 
reported back to the next meeting of this Committee.

55.
TOWN HALL NORTH COLONNADE WORKS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1989.


RESOLVED: that 
(1)
Financial Regulation 11.0 relating to contracts be waived to allow for a contract to be negotiated without competition due to the specialist nature of the work and the need to appoint a contractor with proven experience of conservation work. 


(2)
a report be brought to the next meeting of this Committee with full costings 
and timings for the work and to seek approval for the contract to be 
awarded.

56.
DEMOCRACY DAY

The Town Clerk reported that the event held on 14 October 2008 at the Town Hall 
had been a great success.

It was hoped that a group of students would be making a presentation at the full 
council meeting on Tuesday 25 November 2008.

57.
CORRESPONDENCE

There were no items of urgent correspondence.
58.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. The Town Clerk reported that 
(a)
for operational reasons, the Rifles Regiment would not be able to receive the freedom of the town until 2011 at the earliest.

(b)
thank you letters for grant assistance had been received from Pathways to Care, Millennium Information Centre, Citizens’ Advice Bureau, New Elizabethan Singers, 1st Bridport Scouts and Life Education Centres, Dorset.

The Town Clerk was requested to inform councillors when Life Education Centres Dorset would be visiting the area, as members had an open invitation to visit the mobile classrooms.

(c)
A request had been received for the use of Asker Meadows for the Food Festival on Friday and Saturday 26 and 27 June 2009. This was supported. 
(d)
 A thank you letter had been received from St Swithins Church, in respect of the closed churchyard contribution.

2.
The Town Mayor stated that he would report his list of engagements to the 
next council meeting.
59.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2008/09 accounts, in the sum of £133,500.73, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
60.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:
61.
MARKETS RISK ASSESSMENT AND HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT – 
ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRACT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1988.


RESOLVED: that the contract for this work be awarded to JEMS (Dorset) for the sum as set out in the report and subject to the Town Clerk receiving satisfactory references and contractual agreement. 
62.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported for information on the current position in respect of the tenant leases at Mountfield. Further reports would be submitted as the work on all the leases progressed. 
63.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported for information on the following matters: -
(a) Colin Divall, the caretaker, would be retiring in early December and advertisements had been placed to find a successor.
Members joined the Town Clerk in thanking Colin for all his hard work and said how much they had valued his helpfulness and dedication. 

(b) Further staffing updates were received.

The meeting closed at 8.08 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 21 January 2009
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