Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 
Wednesday 14 November 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)



Cllrs:
Miss S.A. Brown

D.G. Rickard



N.K. Cast


R.J. Stoodley




Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett
Mrs M.J. Ray            
K.G. Wallace




                                                                                 

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and Ms S.J. Williams.
PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.
38.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllr: C.D. Wild.  
39.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 19 September 2007 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

40.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 41 – Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest in relation to any reference within this report to the provision of tree services.  

41.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1839, be approved as follows: -  

(a) The items reported for information be noted, and
(b) Town Hall, Health and Safety Works: that the decision to install safety harnessing at a cost of £2,175 be endorsed for the reasons outlined in the report. 
42.
CHARGES FOR SERVICES 2008/9

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1840.


RESOLVED: that the charges set out in the report be approved subject to noting 


that the Cemetery charges may be subject to further revision as part 

of a wider review of Cemetery policies and procedures, which will be 

reported back to this Committee. 
43.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2007/2008 – 2nd REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1838.

RECOMMEND: that the 2007/2008 Estimates 2nd revision be approved.
44.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
 that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 


23 October 2007 be received. The only recommendation relating to Market Fees having been approved by the Committee under the Charges for Services item (min 42 above).
45.
JOINT BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN 
PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the joint meeting held on 1 November 2007 be 


received and the recommendations therein be adopted namely:


Min 17 External Audit 


RECOMMEND: that


(a)
the report be noted and the action to be taken in response to the External 
Auditor’s Report be approved with the matters raised to be set out in an 
Audit Plan to be reported back to the Sub-Committee:


(b)
the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the 


year ending 31 March 2007 be received, accepted and approved.


Min 18 Bridport and West Bay Town Plan


RESOLVED: that the process to review and update the Town Plan be approved as 

set out in the report, and that initial updates and recommended 


projects be agreed in time for the Town Council to approve the 


budget in February 2008.The major revision of the format and content 

of the Plan to be undertaken over the next year, and the timetable for 

this to be reported to the next meeting of the Sub Committee.

Min 19 Quality Town Council 


RESOLVED: that


(a) 
the update on the scheme be noted, and


(b) 
the Town Clerk be authorised to register to apply for the Certificate in 


Local Council Administration and within the next year submit the Town 


Council’s application and portfolio for assessment, with the costs of no 


more than £300 to be met from within existing budgets.

46.
LIBRARY CONSULTATION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1843.

Members discussed the option of "topping up" the 5 hours reduction in opening hours at Bridport Library.

It was generally felt that whilst the Town Council was very concerned at the reduction in opening hours, it could not fund the service in this way for the following reasons:

· The power to provide library services was a County function.  Advice had been received that S137 funding could be used for this purpose but that funding was limited.

· The reported cost of the Town Council topping up the hours would be much greater for council tax payers in Bridport compared to direct funding by the County Council due to their larger tax base.

· The library was a facility used by people from beyond Bridport and it was a service more appropriately funded by the County.

On the separate issue of the pattern of opening hours, it was noted that there had been internal consultation within staff on this matter. There were no particular comments at this stage although this matter would be considered further at the Town Council meeting. 

RECOMMEND: that 


(a) 
the Town Council was unable to agree any funding towards maintaining the 

existing opening hours at Bridport Library for the reasons given above,

(b) 
a response on the revised pattern of opening times at the Library be 


agreed by the full Council. 

(c) 
the Town Clerk write to Dorset County Council reiterating this Council's 
concern at the reduction in library provision and explaining the reasons why 
it felt unable to agree any funding towards maintaining the existing opening 
hours as set out above. 
47.
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1844.

The recommendations from the independent panel were considered.

In discussion of the report it was commented that councillors incurred expenses - telephone, IT, childcare, possible loss of earnings etc. - and it was important that people were not prevented from being councillors due to the costs involved. There was a need to remove any barriers that might prevent people standing for election.

Members noted that any councillor could decline to accept the allowance if the Council agreed a Scheme. The allowance would be paid monthly and be subject to tax.


A number of councillors said that whilst they might accept the principle of the 
allowance they would decline to accept it.

It was reported that the cost of the Scheme, as recommended by the independent panel, would be £10,800 if all councillors took the allowance. If agreed, provision would be made in the 2008/09 revenue budget.

RECOMMEND: 
that the Council approve a Scheme of Members’ Allowances to commence from 2008/9 in line with the recommendations of the West Dorset Parish Remuneration Panel, that is:
· a Basic Allowance for all members of  £600 per annum

· Travel Allowance for approved duties :

· Car  40p per mile

· Motor Cycle 24p per mile

and provision of £10,800 be made within the 2008/09 budget.
48.
TOWN HALL

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1845.

RESOLVED: that the update on the Town Hall project be noted and in the closed session part of this agenda (minute no.55) funding be authorised for project assistance for the First Stage bid for Heritage Lottery Funding.
49.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported receipt of thank you letters from the following groups: -

(a) the Child Accident Prevention Group, Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and 
   
     Ride Service, Open House Productions, Heritage Coast Canoe Club, Museum 
     Trust, Carnival Committee, Chamber Orchestra, Volunteer Centre, W.I., Age 
   
     Concern, Vitalise, Disabled Carers and Friends Club, Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
 
     and Life Education Dorset for grants received.

(b) St Mary’s and St Swithun’s churches for closed churchyard payments, and


(c) Friends of the Weldmar Hospicecare Trust for use of the Town Hall for a coffee 
      morning.

50.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Clerk advised that: - 
1.
He and the Leader of the Council had attended a meeting with West Dorset District Council. It had been a very positive meeting and a number of issues were discussed. These included:

· The District Council's support for the Town Hall project and willingness to look at alternative locations for the town centre public toilets.

· The District Council supported the Town Council's aim to become a Quality Council.

· South West Quadrant - still on track, with further consultation due next year.

· West Bay - a District Council leaflet had been issued with updates on the regeneration projects.

· West Bay Park and Ride - in principle commitment from West Dorset on funding for next year.

· Free coach parking on Wednesdays for the Market and the availability of the Market Charter were being looked at by the District Council.

Regular meetings were to be held with the District Council.


2.
The Public Catalogue Foundation was to include paintings held by the Town 
Council in its forthcoming catalogue and the digital images of the paintings 
would be available for the Town Council to use. This would be at no cost to 
the Town Council.


3.
Requests had been received for the Town Council to appoint 
representatives to serve on the Dorset Age Partnership and Dorset 
Greenwood Tree Project. Any member interested was asked to contact the 
Town Clerk.

4.
The Town Clerk had received a request from SWEDBAG for £100 funding 
towards the cost of the campaign for BBC Radio Dorset. He apologised that 
this had been received after the despatch of the agenda. The request and 
the campaign were supported by the Committee and it was agreed that this 
should be formally considered by the full Council on 27 November. 


51.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1841, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors: -                                                                                                     
                                                                                                           Received

1. Connect Public Affairs – Local Government and

Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 – Summary

of key debates.





01/11/07 

2.
WDDC – Standards Committee Agenda 14/11/07.
07/11/07




3.
SWEDBAG – Minutes of meeting held 21/09/07.




4. South West England Regional Economic Profile 

Issue 4 – October 2007.

5.
BAOPF Newsletter – Number 20.



07/11/07





52.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2007/2008 accounts, in the sum of £130,764.48, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
53.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:
54.
STAFFING MATTERS

Consideration was given to ENCL: 1846.

RESOLVED:  that the recommendation be approved as in the report. 
55.
TOWN HALL – APPOINTMENT OF PROJECT ADVISER
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be authorised to incur expenditure up to the sum earmarked in the budget to fund the appointment of a Project Adviser.  The costs to be met from within the existing budget.
The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.


The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 23 January 2008
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