Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 15 November 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray

A.J. Fifield


H.B. Samuel

Ms F.K. McKenzie

R.J. Stoodley

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Mrs G.L. Fifield and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Vince O’Farrell, Chairman of the Bridport Branch of the First Dorset Credit Union spoke of their need for accommodation and agreed to write to the Town Clerk, detailing their wishes. 

39.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, D.R. Tett and K.G. Wallace. 

40.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 20 September 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

41.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 42. Cllr G.J. Ackerman declared a prejudicial interest as an electrical contractor.

42.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE TOWN SURVEYOR
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1696. Members were advised that there was sufficient money remaining in the playground budget to carry out the recommended works.   

RESOLVED: the repair works to the safety surfacing at Flaxhayes Play Area at a cost of £880 be approved and the various works in progress be noted.

43.
CHARGES FOR SERVICES

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1697. 


RECOMMENDED: that the report be approved.

44.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2006/2007 – 2nd REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1698.

RECOMMENDED: that the 2006 / 2007 Estimates 2nd revision be approved.
45.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the steering group held on 

31 August be received. 
46.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

17 October 2006 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted.

47.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

19 September 2006 be received and the recommendation adopted.
48.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME
The Town Clerk and the Town Surveyor reported the current situation in respect of the proposed West Bay Play Area and the Salt House. 

The Leader of the Council advised that following discussions that he had this week with the Environment Agency and WDDC, there might be some progress to report in the near future regarding the community projects for the Mound area and West Bay.

49.
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The Town Clerk reported the resignation of Cllr A.J. Fifield from the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee. Accordingly, a vacancy now exists on this committee and the Town Clerk requested nomination(s) from town councillors in order to fill this vacancy. Approval of the nomination for the vacancy will be undertaken at the Council meeting to be held on 28 November 2006.

50.
TOWN CRIER

The Town Clerk reported that Ms Jane Silver-Corren now had a new uniform and had taken part in the recent Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service. The Town Mayor was impressed with the new uniform and considered that she had looked the part very well. Mrs Brenda Swaffield made the bespoke costume at an estimated total cost (including a hat from a different supplier) of £550. Cllr A.J. Fifield has kindly lent a smaller bell and the Town Crier has it on trial.

RESOLVED: that Mrs Swaffield be thanked for her efforts and to ensure that all of her costs had been reimbursed. 

51.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillors considered ENCL: 1699. 

RESOLVED: that the reports received be noted. 

52.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters: - 

(a) Thank you letters in respect of town council grants were received from the Bridport Disabled Friends and Carers Club, Dorset NHS Trust in respect of the Child Accident Prevention event, Operatic Workshop, Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride Service, Life Education Centres Dorset, PVA Media Lab, House Club, Cricket Club and the Museum. 

(b) Thank you letter from the St Swithuns Church regarding the Closed Churchyard payment.

(c) Arthur Woodgate, the Secretary of the Bridport Charter Fair requesting the use of the Borough Gardens in July 2007 for the Charter fair.


RESOLVED: that the request be granted subject to the usual conditions.
            (d) Geoff Joy, the Chairman of the Bridport and District Community Football Partnership concerning the possibility of the town council supporting the use of Section 106 monies for the Changing Accommodation project. The Town Clerk reported that as it was a complex matter, he recommended that a meeting be arranged to discuss this matter before the council would be in a position to comment formally.


RESOLVED: that the Town Mayor, Chairman and Vice Chairman of this committee and the Leader of the Council be delegated to attend a meeting with representatives of the Partnership and the Bridport FC, to discuss the matter of funding for the scheme and if possible to report any outcome to the Joint meeting of the Best Value and Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan sub committees which meets next month.

(e) Mrs Stephanie Garner of the Bridport Record Centre advised that a number of shops are looking to open until mid evening on the first three Wednesdays in December to offset the impact of the loss of the usual popular late night Christmas shopping event.   

(f) Steve Hibbs representing the Market Stallholders requested approval for the extension of the street market to the evening for the first three Wednesdays in December in support of the initiative suggested by Mrs Stephanie Garner.

RESOLVED: that the idea of evening openings in December as outlined in (e) be supported and also to allow market stallholders to extend their trading into the three Wednesday evenings as outlined in (f).

53.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that: 

(i) He was grateful to the town councillors who had supported him for the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service and how pleased he was at the overall attendance, and

(ii) He would be attending the opening of the Christmas Tree Festival in the United Church on 5 December 2006 and switching the lights on the Christmas Tree at Bucky Doo Square.

(b) The Town Clerk reported that a joint meeting of the Best Value and Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan sub committees would be held at Mountfield on Tuesday 19 December 2006 at 7.00 pm. This joint meeting will replace the previously scheduled meeting for the sub committees in December.

54.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1700, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

                                                                                                            Received


1.
WDDC – Executive Committee Agenda – 17/10/06.

11/10/06

2. WDDC – Review of Harbours and Coastal Issues 

report for the Environment and Overview Scrutiny 

Committee.







11/10/06


3.
WDDC – Executive Committee Agenda - 14/11/06.

07/11/06


4.
DAPTC AGM - 4/11/06.








5. Bridport Area Older Peoples’ Forum Newsletter - Issue 16.

6. BBC Technical Note re Terrestrial TV and Radio Coverage in Dorset.

55.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2006/2007 accounts, in the sum of £105,646.40, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 7.49 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 24 January 2007
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