FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday 15 December 2009 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT

Cllr 
Miss S.A. Brown (in the chair)



Cllrs:   G.J. Ackerman

Ms F.K. McKenzie



N.K. Cast


C.M. Ray




K.A. Day (until 11.50)
Mrs M.J. Ray








C.D. Wild (from 11.25)

Also in attendance:
Cllr D.G. Rickard.


20.
APOLOGIES


An apology for absence was received from Cllr Ms S.J. Williams. 

21.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee held on 8 September 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

22.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
23.
COMMUNITY PLANNING – BLAP ACTIVITIES

Consideration was given to an update report of the Community Planning 
Officer, ENCL: 2150.

Members welcomed the report and commented on the achievements of BLAP over the past year. It was agreed that the Town Council continued to benefit immensely from the work undertaken by BLAP.

The Community Planning Officer was thanked for her report.

RESOLVED: that the work of BLAP over the past year be noted. 

24.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN - REVIEW

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2151.

Members agreed that only the projects in the Plan, including any recommended new projects, should be considered at this stage. 
In discussion of the projects and recommendations, the following amendments were suggested:

Inclusion Strategy Projects

Include reference to “support for Rights Respecting project” in new project on Democracy Day.

Tourism Strategy Projects

(ID 2.2.7.h.) The project to make sure that tourism is considered when all decisions are made on infrastructure etc. It was recommended that this should be deleted and this was agreed, as it was felt to be a more wide ranging statement than a project. However, the principle of such a statement was supported by members and should be covered elsewhere in the Plan, when the key strategies were reviewed.
(ID 2.2.7.i) The wording on water sports initiatives project should read to “support” not “promote” in view of the Town Council’s powers.

(ID 2.2.7.j) Parking signage was shown as complete, but the suggested new name for the Football Club Car Park – “the Market Car Park” – still needed to be discussed with the District Council.
Environment and Social Wellbeing Strategy Projects 

(ID 2.2.8.i.) It was felt that the project on liaising with WATAG on bus timetables should be retained and it was asked if WATAG could be asked about a specific timetable for the West Bay to Bridport route in the summer months.
RECOMMEND: that the recommendations on additions and updates to the projects in the Town Plan be approved as attached to the report, subject to the amendments proposed above.
25.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2008/2009
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2152, which included the Issues Arising report from the External Auditor.
RECOMMEND: that the issues arising report from the External Auditor for the 2008/2009 Annual Accounts be noted, the action to be taken in response be approved and therefore the advice on the treatment of investments be acted upon in the preparation of the statement of accounts in future years. 
26.
QUALITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk informed members that he was hoping to obtain his CiLCA in early January and then to seek to achieve Quality Council status during this municipal year.

The update was noted.

27.      PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

28.      FUTURE PROJECTS / DRAFT ESTIMATES 2010/2011
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk and the draft estimates for 2010/2011, ENCL: 2153. 


Members discussed: 
· the projects proposed to be completed in the current financial year; 

· those proposed to be carried forward in the year 2010/2011 budget report, for consideration at the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and

· the draft estimates for 2010/2011.
Members were reminded that no decisions were being taken at this time and the budget and the level of precept for next year would be considered at the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 20 January 2010 and approved at the full Town Council on 2 February 2010.
The meeting closed at 12:38 p.m.
The next meeting of this Sub Committee will be held on 9 March 2010
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