FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Thursday 15 June 2006 at 11.00 a.m.

PRESENT
Cllr H.B. Samuel (Chairman)


Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, A.J. Fifield, C.M. Ray and C.D. Wild. 

1.
CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr H.B. Samuel be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2006/2007.

2.
APOLOGIES


There were none. 

3.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 7 March 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 10, having a bank account with possibly one of the potential tenderers.

Cllr C.M. Ray declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 10, having a bank account with possibly one of the potential tenderers.

5.
AUDIT PLAN 2006/2007

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1637. 

Members discussed asset management and various issues, which may be applicable in the future. The raising of the audit threshold from £500,000 to £1 Million has helped the town council, as the accountancy regime for the £500,000 to £1 Million band is less time consuming and therefore the audit costs are more favourable than the higher bands.

RECOMMENDED: that 
(a) the report be noted and the Audit Action Plan for 2006/2007 be 

approved, 

(b) the action taken in respect of reviewing the Fidelity Guarantee and the 

Minuting of the council’s formal records be noted and approved.

6.
WEBSITES
The Town Clerk reported the contents of a letter from the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce and the current situation in respect of www.bridport-tc.gov.uk and www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk. He provided a number of statistics which indicated that the community website was being well used. There has been the occasionally technical hitch but both sites are functioning satisfactorily and the aim is for continuing improvement.

RESOLVED: that 

(a) the Town Clerk writes to the Chamber of Trade and Commerce with the sub committee views,

            (b) the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan be added to the main menu of the Town Council website,

            (c) a link to the Town Council website be made more prominent on the community website menu,

            (d) the provision of broadband, separate from the WDDC Citrix system, be investigated and if feasible be implemented. 

7.
ANNUAL INVESTMENT REVIEW

The Town Clerk reported that on a regular basis interest rates are benchmarked against safe alternative investments. The monitoring has led to the current investment strategy being maintained. However there was occasionally some opportunity to improve on the investment interest rates.  

RECOMMENDED: that the above report be received and approved and that In the light of the most recent review, that steps be taken to open an alternative facility, to be used should circumstances warrant it.
8.
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2005
The Town Clerk reported the current situation. Defra have produced a parish guide to environmental enforcement which unfortunately contained 114 pages. He had consulted with WDDC so as to avoid any duplication and in the areas of dog fouling and litter control they would welcome any supplementary help from the town council. However, the Town Clerk had concluded that by and large these two areas were adequately covered by the district council and the interest for the town council was in the areas of controlling fly posting and graffiti.

Town and Parish Councils now have the power to issue penalty notices but before being able to exercise this power, staff had to be properly trained in both issuing the notices and being expert witnesses should the matter proceed to court. The general view from NALC and SLCC was that it might be beneficial before embarking on potentially expensive extensive training that the respective County Chief Constable is asked if he is agreeable for the Police Community Support Officers to be utilised to enforce this act.

The Town Council has been successful in reducing the incidence of fly posting by writing to the event organisers and venue owners asking them to desist with this nuisance and the response from most of the perpetrators were good.

RESOLVED: that the report form the Town Clerk be received.

RECOMMENDED: that the town council continues with its current policy of writing to event organisers and venue owners seeking their co-operation to curtail fly posting and in the meantime keep a watching brief on any developments concerning the enforcement of this new act.

9.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

10.
BANKING TENDER
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1638. While the services currently provided by the council’s bankers was most satisfactory, it was considered that it was timely to test the market by seeking tenders for the banking services required by the town council.

RECOMMENDED: that the report be approved and that tenders are sought as outlined in the report.

The meeting closed at 12:04 p.m.

      The next meeting of this sub committee will be held on 12 September 2006 

(A Special Meeting of this sub committee will be arranged in July to deal with grant applications received)
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