Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 15 September 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr
Mrs C.M. Ray (in the chair)




Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

Ms F.K. McKenzie




Miss S.A. Brown

Mrs M.J. Ray





N.K. Cast


D.G. Rickard (ex officio)




K.A. Day


  

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Peter Billingham asked if the work of his late wife Jalna, could be recognised by the town in some way and whether the Town Council would consider posthumously conferring the title of honorary townswoman, in view of the amount of work his late wife undertook for the town.

The Chairman thanked Mr Billingham for attending and explained that the Town Council was to consider a review of its policy on making the award at item 20 on the agenda (minute 45).
26.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was received from Cllrs: D.R. Tett and K.G. Wallace.
27.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 16 June 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

28.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Ms F. K. Mckenzie declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the item on Bridport Dog Training Club (min 32; 1.4), as a member of the club. She left the room during consideration of the item.


Interests declared at the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee in respect of the grant applications (minute 29) were noted, as recorded in the minutes of the Sub Committee meeting. The Committee did not discuss the individual applications.

29.
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

7 September 2010 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely:  


(a) that the following grants be approved, marked with the appropriate power:


Grants (minute 13)

	Larger Organisations 
	         £ 
	Power to make the award

	 
	         
	

	Leisure Centre ( for specific project to improve accessibility at the Centre)
	  4,000 
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s19(3)



	Museum
	  3,050
	Local Government Act 1972 s145(1)(D)



	CAB
	  3,500
	Local Government Act 1972 s 142(2)(A)



	Arts Centre
	  6,250
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	Service Level Agreement grants total
	16,800
	Budget - £16,000

	
	
	

	Smaller Organisations
	         £
	Power to make the award

	Disabled Carers and Friends Club – to contribute towards costs of room hire.


	250
	Power of Wellbeing 



	Victim Support – Volunteers training


	250
	Power of Wellbeing 



	1st West Bay Sea Scouts – Mess tent


	150


	Power of Wellbeing



	Open Studios – annual art event 
	250   
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	Bridport W.I. – kitchen refurbishment


	500
	Power of Wellbeing



	Barracudas – training equipment


	250   


	Power of Wellbeing



	Age Concern, Chancery House – alarm system
	1,000
	Local Government Act 1972 s 142(2)(a)



	University of the 3rd Age – PA system 


	250
	Power of Wellbeing



	Arts Centre, Summer thing – children’s arts festival
	500
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	Millennium Advice and Information Centre – extended opening hours
	250
	Power of Wellbeing



	1st and  2nd Bothenhampton Brownies – cooking equipment
	150
	Power of Wellbeing



	Lions Club – diabetic screening
	250   
	Power of Wellbeing



	Cricket Club – replacement all weather net surface and storage shed
	250
	Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act1976 s19(3)



	Axe Valley and West Dorset Ring and Ride – community transport


	700   
	Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s27



	Respite and Recovery UK – courses followed by an exhibition


	250   
	Power of Wellbeing



	Hat Festival – headwear celebration


	250
	Power of Wellbeing



	Youth Dance – after school activities


	250
	Local Government Act 1972 s145



	BLAST – develop employable skills


	400
	Power of Wellbeing



	Gig Rowing Club – on boat equipment


	200
	Power of Wellbeing



	St Catherine’s Pre School – china, rug, cutlery and waterproofs for replacement building


	250
	Power of Wellbeing



	Life Education Wessex- prevention education programme for schools
	250   
	Power of Wellbeing



	Bridport TLC – volunteer clothing


	300
	Power of Wellbeing



	Bridport Development Trust – project development funding
	1,000
	Power of Wellbeing



	1st Bridport Brownies – indoor camps
	250   
	Power of Wellbeing



	Total Small Grants
	8,400
	Budget - £9,500


(b) that the applications from Superact! (£300), Vitalise (£100) and St Swithun’s Church (£1,000) be not supported, as it was considered that they did not fully meet the criteria. 

(c)that in respect of approved applications from national and county bodies, it was on the understanding that the money was ring-fenced for Bridport only, 


(d) that for those grants shown above, being recommended under the Power of Wellbeing, it was considered that the expenditure in each case will achieve any one or more of the following three objectives:

1) the promotion or improvement of the economic well-being of the area 

2) the promotion or improvement of the social well-being of the area

3) the promotion or improvement of the environmental well-being of the area 

(or persons in its area) having regard to the principal councils’ community strategies.
(e) that the grants to Youth Dance and the Gig Rowing Club be agreed, subject to the Town Clerk obtaining confirmation on the status of both bodies.

Community Website (min 16)


RESOLVED: that


(a)
the draft design brief for the website be approved and the Town Clerk be 


given delegated authority, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, to 

finalise the document.

(b)
quotes be invited to design and maintain the web site in line with the design brief.


Standing Orders (min 18)


RECOMMEND: that the amended draft Standing Orders be approved as attached as Appendix A and the Town Clerk report back on the further issues set out in section 5.1 of the report (these issues being the job description for the Leader of the Council; the need for a policy on dealing with press enquiries; and members reporting back from outside bodies).
30.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Working Party held on 
12 August 2010 be received and noted.

31.
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2257.

RESOLVED: that

a. the position on the Town Hall Heritage and Conservation Project be noted,

b.
the Town Clerk and Town Surveyor, advised by the Architect and the project Design Team, shortlist up to 6 contractors for the building work, based on information provided in the Pre Qualification Questionnaire. Those companies short listed to be invited to tender for the contract,
 

c. 
following the outcome of the invitation to tender stage, a special meeting of this Committee be held to consider and agree the award of the tender for the building works and confirm the detailed design and contract arrangements for this work,


d.
the outline terms for the relocation of the Tourist Information Centre be endorsed as set out in the report.
 

e. 
H.M. Revenue and Customs be advised of the Town Council’s wish to ‘opt to tax’ the Town Hall, to safeguard all VAT liabilities incurred by the Town Council on the building contract.
32.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2255 was considered, providing updates on the following matters: - 


1.1
Dorset County Council Highway Trees agreement



It was noted that this agreement was to end and the work would now be undertaken by the County Council.


1.2
Park and Ride



The high usage figures for this year were noted.


1.3
Bridport Area Lengthsman




The work of the Lengthsman was noted.


1.4
Bridport Dog Training Club

Members generally welcomed the proposals to encourage responsible dog owners, but felt that they would like to consider this matter further and look at how best the Town Council could provide support.
RESOLVED: that the initiative of the Training Club to promote and encourage responsible dog ownership be supported but further information be received on the options for the Town Council to provide support.

1.5
Cemetery Site Visit

RESOLVED: that the visit for all councillors take place at 10.00 on Tuesday 28 September.



1.6
Street Lighting 
Members noted the position and sought assurances that Southern Electric Contracting (SEC) was giving notice to the public before work was undertaken.  They also noted that it was proposed that the Town Council would have an opportunity to consider the options for high street lighting and the potential costs, prior to any decisions being taken. SEC had said that they would consult with the Town Council to allow decisions to be taken, prior to the works happening in the town centre in the New Year. Members asked if they could be shown the options for the town centre as soon as possible.



The position was noted.

1.7
West Allington Allotments



The current position on the lease was noted.


1.8
War Memorial


It was noted that the agreed remedial works will take place later this month.


1.9
Market Bags
The sale of the bags was noted and a proposal for the Tourist Information Centre to sell the bags was supported. 

1.10
Christmas Lighting



The arrangements for this year were noted.

1.11
Mountfield

RESOLVED: that the submission of the planning application for improved access arrangements at the rear of the building be endorsed and a further detailed report be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee, prior to any works commencing.

33.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2010/2011 – 1ST REVISION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2256.


RECOMMEND: that the 1st revision of the estimates for the year 2010/2011 be approved. 
34.
ONGOING PROJECTS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2258.


RESOLVED: that the current position be noted.
35.
DAPTC

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2259.

Members also received a report back on the DAPTC Larger Committees meeting.

RECOMMEND: 

(1)
that the following motions for the DAPTC Annual General Meeting be supported: -

Motion 1


Blandford Town Council proposes that DAPTC, with the aid of NALC and our local MPs, does everything in its power to effect a change to the national regulation, so that Town Councils will have the same mandatory right of rate relief on their buildings as Parish Councils do on Parish Halls. 
Motion 2

That all planning authorities seek financial contributions from applicants whose planning application results in HGVs using the local rural roads for their business and said contributions to be ring fenced for reinstating verges, road edges and clearing mud off those roads and not to be put in a communal pot.  

Motion 3

That the financial burden placed upon smaller councils by the need under the Accounting and Audit Regulations 1996 to engage an internal auditor prior to the accounts being examined by an external auditor should be reviewed by the government.  The statement that this should be a ‘lighter touch’ audit system has not only failed to produce less work for councils and their clerk but has in fact placed a considerable burden upon them.  Further, the cost for these audit examinations is very high, especially for small councils with very basic accounting systems.
36.
CEMETERY REVIEW
The Town Clerk reported for information on the progress on the review of the Cemetery administration.
37.
FUTURE JOBS FUND

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2260.


RESOLVED: that support be given to the recruitment of a temporary grounds person for 26 weeks under the Future Jobs Fund for young people.

38.
BRIDPORT AREA DEVELOPMENT TRUST

Consideration was given to ENCL: 2261.

RESOLVED: that the Town Council apply to become a member of the Bridport Area Development Trust.
39.
WDDC SEX ESTABLISHMENTS


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2262.

RESOLVED: that the draft policy be noted and in response West Dorset District Council be asked if town councils could be added to the list of consultees, when an application was being considered.
40.
RIGHTS RESPECTING PROJECT UPDATE

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2266.


RECOMMEND: that

(1)
Councillor C.M. Ray continues as the Town Council’s representative on the Rights Respecting project.


(2)
the Mayor’s Prize for Colfox students continues as an annual event. 

41.
FREEDOM MARCH

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2267.


RECOMMEND: that the award of the Freedom of the town to the Rifles take place at a civic 


event to be held on Saturday 26 March 2011.
42.
NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEES, WORKING GROUPS & OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2268.


RECOMMEND: that


(i) Councillor D.G. Rickard be appointed as a full member of the Plans Committee.


(ii) Councillor M .P. Parsons be appointed to the Social Wellbeing Working Group.

(iii) Councillor D.G. Rickard be appointed to the Dorset Energy Group sustainable energy working Group.
43.
CCTV PARTNERSHIP GROUP

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2270.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk participates in the CCTV Partnership Group and report back to the next meeting of this Committee.

44.
EMPLOYMENT POLICIES
The Town Clerk reported for information on the progress on the review of the Town Council’s Employment policies.
45.
HONORARY TOWNSPERSON PROCEDURE

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2263.

In response to comments from Mr Peter Billingham, the Chairman asked the Town Clerk to contact Mr Billingham, to discuss the options to mark his late wife’s work for the town.


RECOMMEND: that the Town Clerk draw up a procedure to consider nominations for Honorary Townsman or Townswoman, to be presented and agreed by the new Council after the May 2011 elections.
46.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported that: -

(a)
A letter had been received from James Sayers of Bridport Youth Football 
Club seeking pledges of support for the Bridport Youth Football Club 
Exchange Programme. 

Bearing in mind that the Town Council’s grants had been allocated for this year, it was asked that the Town Clerk suggest other possible avenues for funding and that an application could be made for funding under the Town Council’s grants scheme next year.

(b)
The District Council had notified the Town Council that it was reviewing its 


property and land in the town, with a view to identifying surplus assets that 

could be offered to the Town Council.
47.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported on the “70 Years On” church service held on 
12 September. 
The Leader of the Council reported on the meeting of the Dorset County Council Cabinet earlier that day, which he had attended and which considered the Bridport Waste Transfer Station. The Cabinet agreed that three sites remain under consideration - Gore Cross, Miles Cross 2 and Broomhills - with Broomhills being the preferred site and to be subject to further extensive evaluation.

The Town Clerk reported on the Bridport Democracy Day, to be held on the morning of 11 October in the Town Hall. He asked that any members let him know if they wished to take part in the day.

The Town Clerk also updated members on the opening of the Town Hall for 
Heritage Week. 
48.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 2 of the 2010/11 accounts, in the sum of £162,248.87, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

49.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:

50.
PROPERTY MATTERS

Magistrates’ Court – Right of Way

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2264.

RESOLVED: that the latest position be noted.

Mountfield leases

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2265.

RECOMMEND: that 
(1) 
the terms of the new lease with Dorset County Council as set out in the 
report, be agreed.


(2)
the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to make the necessary 
arrangements regarding other Mountfield leases as set out in the report.
51.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk updated members on the proposed staffing review.
52.
INSURANCE REVIEW

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2269.

The Town Clerk reported on a third quote received. Quotes had been received from Zurich, WPS/Aviva and AON.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, to award the contract, subject to further assessment of each of the quotes received. The Town Clerk be authorised to make the award, taking account of the Town Council’s requirements and service offered, not solely on price. A long term agreement to be acceptable. 

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 24 November 2010
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