FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON 

SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 16 February 2010 at 10.30 a.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)
Cllrs:
 N.K. Cast

C.M. Ray





R.J. Stoodley
Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent) Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative).    

18.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from David Trickett (Federation of Small Businesses).

19.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 October 2009, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

20.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

21.
MARKET OPERATION

(a) Report of the Market Superintendent, ENCL: 2175.  
     Members considered the report. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

(b) Stall numbers and takings April 2009 to date, ENCL: 2173. 
The Sub Committee noted the information contained in the report. It was reported that the last two Saturdays had been very well supported.

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

(c) Stalls – registered/casual traders April 2009 to date, ENCL: 2174.
The Sub Committee considered the information contained in the report.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

(d) The Town Surveyor updated members on the following matters:
· The memorial for former market trader Lester Robbins was to be formally unveiled on 27 February.

· Vinyl Saturday was taking place this Saturday, 20th February.

· Pavement works were taking place to provide electricity to the new Spa premises but should all be re-instated by Saturday.

· The next Markets Newsletter was due out soon.

22.
HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT OF THE MARKET
The Town Surveyor reported that the health and safety audit was being progressed but the remaining recommendations would not be implemented until the town centre traffic changes were complete.
RESOLVED: that the update on the implementation of the health and safety audit of the market be noted.

23.
MARKET SITTING OUT LICENCES


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2178.
RECOMMEND: that the following policy be approved:

i. Sitting out licences are granted by the County Council for non market days. The Town Council shall decide whether to allow sitting out on market days. 

ii. Premises that have a sitting out licence from the County Council will only be allowed to set up tables and chairs in front of their premises on market days where either:

a. they can be accommodated without impacting on existing market traders

or

b. a market stall is not in place by 7.45 am.

or

c. they can be accommodated with a market stall and still allow for the required 2m pavement gap.

iii. Where tables and chairs are allowed on market days, they shall be charged at the existing market trader rate and be subject to the market terms and conditions. 

iv. The Town Surveyor shall have authority to determine all requests made in line with this policy.

24.
MARKET TRADERS

The Committee considered items raised by the local branch of the National Market Traders’ Federation. 

Steve Hibbs raised the following matters that traders had asked to be reported:
a. Summer Evening Market on Wednesdays

It was asked if it would be possible to allow the Wednesday market, once a month, to continue into the evening. This could be for the holiday months (June –August) and would be an additional market.

RESOLVED: that the possibility and practicality of holding an evening market on a Wednesday during the summer be looked at and discussed with West Dorset District Council and the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.
b. Christmas 2010


Christmas Day was a Saturday this year and it was asked if it was possible to move the market on that day to Christmas Eve or an alternative day.


RESOLVED: That the possibility of re-arranging the market, due to be held on Christmas Day, be discussed with West Dorset District Council.
c. Car Park “Market” Signs
The Town Surveyor reported that he had met with the County Council and was waiting for them to come back to him.

d. Publicity

Other issues raised included the continuing need to support the Wednesday market. It was asked whether a market could be held at West Bay, again possibly on a Wednesday evening in the summer, although it was recognised that this was not within the remit of the market charter. 
It was asked if more advertising could be looked at for the northern part of the district, especially bearing in mind the impact of the temporary closure of the Beaminster tunnel on people coming from that direction. 

RESOLVED: that these matters be looked at and reported back to the next meeting of this Sub Committee.
25.
MARKET BAGS

The Town Surveyor reported that the Town Council had taken delivery of 5,000 joint market/shops bags, produced in partnership with the Chamber of Trade and Commerce, who had provided 50% of the cost. The Chamber would distribute the bags to the shops.
The Town Council’s bags would be available for the market traders to buy at 50p each. They would then be sold for £1.

RESOLVED: that the update be noted and the arrangements to distribute the bags be endorsed.

26.
MARKET CHARGES
Consideration was given to the recommended charges, ENCL: 2176.

It was noted that the Town Clerk had been given delegated authority to introduce the new charges after consideration by this Sub Committee.


RESOLVED:


That the proposed charges for 2010/11 be supported:

(i)
Registered Trader

£1.40p per 30 cm. run per day

Non registered Trader
£2.20p per 30 cm. run per day

(ii)
the following reduced market tolls be levied for the winter months of January, February and March:


Registered Trader

£0.75p per 30 cm. run per day
Non registered Trader
£1.50p per 30 cm. run per day


(iii)
for the Wednesday market only, the winter fees as in (ii) above to again 

also apply for the months of November and December.  
27.
BRIDPORT CHAMBER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2010 were circulated for information, ENCL: 2179. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes be noted.


The meeting closed at 12:00 pm.

The next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub 

Committee will be held on a date to be agreed at the next 

meeting of the Finance and General Purpose Committee, at 

the earlier time of 10.00 am
PAGE  
10

