Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE 
of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 
17 December 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs: 
D.G. Rickard (in the chair)

Cllr:
Ms R.C. Kayes
K.G. Wallace





Ms F.K. Mckenzie
PUBLIC FORUM

There were no speakers in the Public Forum.
33.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: N.K Cast, P.J. Colfox, C.D. Wild and Ms S.J. Williams.
34.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3 September 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
36.
COMMUNITY SAFETY - PRESENTATION

Jon Bleasdale, the new Bridport community police sergeant, updated the Committee on community policing issues and took questions from members.

A number of issues were discussed including:

· possibilities to strengthen and expand the neighbourhood watch network 

· the role and working arrangements of PACT 

· support for community policing.  

The Town Clerk was asked to contact the new Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator regarding plans for the scheme. He was also asked to arrange a visit to Chard to see how the community justice panels worked in that town.

A letter from the Crime Prevention Panel on initiatives for young people was reported and the current projects being pursued by the Town Council was noted.

Sergeant Bleasdale was thanked for his attendance. 

37.
WEST DORSET CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY



Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2005.

It was reported that members of the Environment Working Group had been contacted separately about arrangements for the Group to meet and consider the response on the Climate Change Strategy. This meeting was to be held on 

12 January 2009.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to respond to the consultation on the West Dorset Climate Change Strategy, taking into consideration the comments of the Environment Working Group.

38.  
CLIMATE CHANGE WEEK

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2004. 
The Chairman reported on the recent meetings held on Bridport becoming plastic bag free and a transition town.

Plastic bags - there was a small steering group which was to undertake a comprehensive survey of shops in town. The Modbury model was being used as a template for the work of the group.

Transition town – 19 people attended the steering group meeting on 8 December. The role of the steering group was to raise awareness and launch the project. Then it would split into subject task groups to look at specific areas. Its next meeting was on 22 January 2009.

RESOLVED: that the reports from the plastic bags and transition town groups be noted, as summarised above.

39.
FLOOD WARDEN SCHEME
The Town Clerk reported that it was unlikely that one person would take on the Flood Warden role bearing in mind the level of commitment. However, it was hoped that a small number of people could share the duties and work together to produce a Flood Plan. He was in discussion with the Environment Agency on this matter and would provide progress reports to this Committee.
The position was noted.
40.
DEMOCRACY WEEK

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2003. 

The Committee considered the issues raised by the young people, which were within its remit.

· Transport provision for young people - the Town Clerk was asked to raise with the District Council whether it was feasible to consider a scheme whereby older people, who did not use their bus pass, could, if they wished, make this available for use by a person under 18. It was noted also that BLAP was undertaking a young persons’ survey on transport and it was agreed to support that work.
· Cycle Lanes – the Town Clerk was asked to contact the County Council to find out the current position on the cycle route network. The position on the use of pavements by cyclists, when necessary, also needed to clarified, to ensure that young people could cycle in safety.

· Employment - support for ‘green’ jobs should be looked at with the District Council and through BLAST.
It was reported that the intention was for all the relevant committees and sub committees of the Council to consider the issues raised and then bring the responses together for approval at the full Council.

RESOLVED: that the issues raised at Democracy Day be noted, as set out in the report, with the comments and actions agreed as above.
41.
MOUNTJOY SCHOOL
The Town Clerk reported the decision taken by the County Council’s Cabinet on Mountjoy School - to relocate to Beaminster. Members asked for more information on whether other options could still be considered, as part of the statutory consultation process on this decision. The County Council’s Head of Access and Premises had agreed to attend the full Town Council meeting in February to answer members’ questions on the plans for Mountjoy School.
The update was noted. 

42.
OPEN SPACES

It was noted that the Open Spaces Working Group would be meeting in early January, on a date to be agreed.
43.
UPDATES
The Committee received updates for information on the Community Orchard and the New Zealand Site.
It was noted that the planting day at the Orchard was to be held on 17 January 2009 at 10.00 am.

The updates were noted.

44.
OUTSIDE BODIES

BLAST - Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes updated the Committee. The project continued to make excellent progress. A lot had already been achieved and it was hoped to be able to report soon on education providers and premises for the project. 

PACT - there had not been a meeting recently.

Flaxhayes Stakeholders Panel – Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes updated the Committee on the affordable housing scheme, the financing arrangements and the next steps. 

Dorset Waste Forum – although members could not attend the last meeting, it was hoped that the Town Council would be represented at future meetings of the Forum. 

The update reports were noted.

45.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter at the meeting, from Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes. This detailed a request from local residents in North Allington, asking if they could use the old medical centre site for parking, now that it had been cleared and was awaiting development. Although this was not within the remit of the Committee, it was asked if the Town Clerk could raise this with the developers, to see if it was feasible. The other issue raised in the letter, relating to parking restrictions in this area, was a matter to be raised at the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee.

The Chairman reported that a public meeting on the Sustainable Communities Act was to be held on Friday 16 January 2009, at 7.15pm at the Corn Exchange, Dorchester.

46.
FORWARD PROGRAMME

The Committee considered the following issues for future meetings, to be timetabled by the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman: -
· Town Climate Change Policy
· Fuel Poverty 
· Environmental Audit

· Strategic Transport Matters


The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 25 March 2009
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