Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 17 June 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman
Mrs M.J. Ray





N.K. Cast

R.J. Stoodley





Ms F.K. McKenzie
D.R. Tett






C.M. Ray

K.G. Wallace (until 8.05pm)


D.G. Rickard (ex-officio)   

Also in attendance: Cllrs: J.D. Hunt (until 8.40pm) and Ms R.C. Kayes (from 7.35pm until 8.40pm).

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray be elected Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2009/2010. 

Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray in the Chair

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr G.J. Ackerman be elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2009/2010.

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no speakers in the public forum.


PRESENTATION ON PILOT COMPACT BETWEEN WEST DORSET 
STANDARDS COMMITTEE AND LOCAL COUNCILS

Roger Greene, Acting Monitoring Officer at West Dorset District Council and Pamela Whitford-Jackson, lay member of the Standards Committee, gave a short presentation on the Compact, which is intended to assist with training and support for local councils on the Code of Conduct and standards matters.

In discussion of the Compact, it was agreed that it would be good to have a refresher training session on the Code of Conduct. The Town Clerk was asked to arrange this with the Acting Monitoring Officer.

The Chairman thanked Roger Greene and Pamela Whitford-Jackson for attending and said that members looked forward to working with them on the training. 

3.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllr Miss S.A. Brown.

4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24 March 2009 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.  

6.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 10 June 2009 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely:


Health and Safety Audit (min 5)

RESOLVED: that 


(1)
the draft health and safety audit of the market be noted, 

(2) the measures proposed in response to each point be approved as in the report, and


(3) the Sub Committee receives six monthly updates on progress in implementing the recommendations.


Traders’ Terms and Conditions (min 6)


RECOMMENDED: that the amended terms and conditions for the market be approved as set out, subject to the amendment to paragraph 9 set out in the minutes. 


Pavement Licences (min 7)

RESOLVED: that the current position on issuing pavement licences on market days be noted and the Town Surveyor continue to decide whether to grant any requests received for such licences and report back to the next meeting of the Sub Committee to allow the impact of the licences to be reviewed and for a policy for future licences to be agreed.

7.
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 9 June 2009 be received and the recommendation therein adopted, namely:  


Training – Statement of Intent (min 8)

RESOLVED: that a Statement of Intent on Training be adopted as set out as an appendix to the report.

8.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Working Party held on 28 April 2009 be received.

9.
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2073.

Crystal Johnson, Project Manager, presented the changes to the plans following further discussion with the Architects and the comments from English Heritage and the Design and Conservation Officer. The latest plans were being considered further by English Heritage.

Members generally welcomed the plans and the proposal to locate the Tourist Information Centre on the ground floor, subject to further discussion with the District Council.

Members discussed the options for the relocated town centre toilets and noted that the District Council was undertaking a feasibility study on the options, which seemed at this stage to be Wykes Court or South Street Car Parks.  It was emphasised that the District Council had given a commitment to provide the new toilets in the town centre before the Town Hall conveniences were closed and there was no clear preference expressed at the public open days. Members generally felt that, with the information they had at this time, they would have no objection to either location, but bearing in mind accessibility, the South Street Car Park would be the preferred option.


RECOMMEND: that


(1)
the latest position on the Town Hall Heritage and Conservation Project 
be noted as set out in the report.


(2)
the Town Clerk be authorised to submit the planning application and 
building regulations applications on the basis of the plans and designs 
reported at the meeting, including making provision for the Tourist 
Information Centre (TIC) although any relocation of the TIC is subject to 
further discussion and agreement with the District Council.  


(3)
the Town Clerk be authorised to submit the second stage Heritage Lottery 
Fund 
application, subject to consultation with the Town Hall and Bucky Doo 
Working Party, at its next meeting on 29 July. 



(4)
the options for the relocation of the town centre toilets be noted and the District Council be informed that the Town Council would have no objections to either Wykes Court Car Park or South Street Car Park for the relocated town centre toilets, although its preference at this stage and pending the outcome of the District Council’s feasibility study, was South Street Car Park.

10.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL


Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2070.

           RECOMMENDED: that the appointments and representatives of the Council be approved as set out below:


Representative Positions


Access for All Officer 


Mr D Rockett


Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Cllr G J Ackerman 

Tree Warden




Mr Harry Britton
(and Dorset Greenwood Tree Project)


Flood Warden



appointments to be made Sept 2009

Appointments to Outside Bodies


Dorset Association of Parish and Town
Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie 

Councils AGM, Area Committee


Larger Council’s Committee




Museum Trust



Cllr G.J. Ackerman








Cllr Ms S J Williams

Age Concern, Bridport


Cllr G J Ackerman

Cllr K G Wallace

Bridport Arts Centre 


Cllr C M Ray

Management Committee      
                     

Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr R J Stoodley

Management Committee

Bridport Charities Trustees


Cllr P J Colfox







Cllr J D Hunt


Cllr C M Ray






Cllr Mrs M J Ray






Town Mayor – ex officio

Bridport/St Vaast La Hougue

Cllr G J Ackerman

Twinning Association


Cllr D G Rickard





Bridport Chamber of Trade 

Vacancy

and Commerce



Bridport & West Dorset Sports Trust
Cllr J D Hunt


Management Committee


Bridport Young Persons Action Trust
Cllr P J Colfox


Bridport Youth Centre


Cllr Ms F K McKenzie


Management Committee







Crime Prevention Panel


Cllr C M Ray


Bridport Local Area Partnership

Cllr P J Colfox


Cllr C M Ray
Cllr C D Wild


Axe Valley and West Dorset

Vacancy

Ring and Ride Service





Bridport Millennium Green Trust

Cllr D R Tett

West Dorset Western Area Transport
Cllr Ms S J Williams

Action Group (WATAG)





Bridport and District Community

Cllr G J Ackerman


Football Partnership





Bridport Local Food Group


Cllr C M Ray

Bridport Heritage Forum


Cllr Ms S J Williams


Bridport and District 


Cllr K G Wallace

Tourism Association





Cultural Olympiad 2012


Cllr Ms R C Kayes








Cllr D G Rickard

DORBAG (formerly SWEDBAG)

Cllr R J Stoodley


Bridport Inter-Agency Panel

Cllr Ms R C Kayes

           Bridport Learning and Skills Training       Cllr J D Hunt

           
                                                      Cllr Ms R C Kayes

                                                                           
Cllr C D Wild

           Flaxhayes Project Panel                          Cllr Ms R C Kayes

                                                                            Nominated Reserve – 








Cllr Ms F K McKenzie

Steve Rook Memorial Fund

Cllr C M Ray


(Part of the Colfox Trust)


West Bay Sea Angling Jetty 

Cllr G J Ackerman


Steering Group



Cllr K G Wallace








Cllr C D Wild


* This group has not met during 2008/09, but it is recommended that the 
appointments are made for 2009/10.


Exeter Drug Project, formerly DDAAS
Cllr Ms R C Kayes


Dorset Age Partnership


Cllr K G Wallace


Dorset Greenwood Tree Project

Mr Harry Britton 

Dorset Coast Forum


Cllr D G Rickard


West Bay Methodist Church 


Advisory Group



Cllr C D Wild

Bridport Community Orchard Group
Cllr S.J. Williams

Cheque Signatories


The cheque signatories to remain as Councillors G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, 


C.M. Ray, R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.

11.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2071.

The following minor amendments to the Accounts were reported. 

Section 137 expenditure figure should be £3,604. The figure in the accounts of £15,750 was the figure for the larger grants, which should appear under “Other Services”.  There should also be a sub total of the expenditure for the comparative year 2007/08.

In the supporting statement, the section 137 payments figure should also be £3,604 and the Investments figure should be £671, not £835, as one of the stocks had been repaid during the year.

The amendments had been made following the final visit of the Internal Auditor, which this year had taken place shortly after circulation of the agenda, due to time pressures associated with a shorter deadline for completion of accounts for all councils and therefore the internal auditor.  The overall figures did not change.

Members welcomed the report and thanked the Office Manager for all his work.


RECOMMENDED: that the draft accounts for 2008/09 be approved, subject to the amendments as above. 
12.
PARK AND RIDE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2075.

In discussion of the service, it was agreed that it should operate on the same terms as last year, including allowing the use of bus passes.

It also noted that work would continue on possible extensions of the service in future years, including the possibility of coverage of the northern part of the town area.

RESOLVED: that

(1)
the 2009 Park and Ride service from West Bay to Bridport be provided on market days during the Summer Holiday (18/7/09- 5/9/09 – 8 Saturdays, 7 Wednesdays), the costs to be met from the agreed budget and match funding from West Dorset District Council. 

(2)

the bids received to run the service be considered in closed session.

13.
WEST BAY PLAY AREA – PROJECT PLAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2074.


RECOMMEND: that

(1) 
the proposals to develop the project for a play area at West Bay be approved as outlined in the report, Cllrs K.G. Wallace and the Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee be appointed as the Town Council’s representatives to serve on the Steering Group and the Committee receive a report at its September meeting to approve the detailed scheme. 


(2)
the lease of the land from West Dorset District Council for the play area be signed – the term of
 the lease to be 30 years at a peppercorn rent. 

14.
FLAXHAYES HOUSING AND LAND AT BROADMEAD AVENUE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2076.

Members discussed the proposed consultation exercise at Broadmead Avenue. It was generally agreed that there should be no change to the recreational use of this land and that there were other options elsewhere in the area that should be looked at, in discussion with Magna.


RESOLVED: that

(1)
the proposed arrangements for a break in the Town Council’s lease of land adjoining Rivervale, to facilitate the Flaxhayes Scheme, and any necessary leaseback be noted and approved subject to the Town Clerk confirming with West Dorset District Council, the landlord, that this arrangement is necessary and will be at no cost to the Town Council.


(2)
that the consultation on the options for the future use of land at Broadmead Avenue not be progressed and the Town Surveyor discuss with Magna Housing, possible options for housing land elsewhere.

15.
DAPTC SUBSCRIPTION
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2077.


RESOLVED: that the payment of the annual subscription to DAPTC of £952.72 for 2009/10 be approved. 

16.
LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE

The Town Clerk reported that the outcome of the court case was still awaited. As reported at the last meeting, the County Council has said that the building would be surplus to its requirements. It would welcome interest from other agencies with proposals for the building and could, in some cases, offer assistance with feasibility studies. However, it would want first of all, to see a viable business plan for use of the building. Crystal Johnson and Chris Huxley were working on an outline of a Business Plan and any proposals had to be realistic, in terms of funding and revenue. Members were reminded that if anyone had any proposals for the use of the building, then they should let Crystal or Chris know and they could be considered as part of the work on the outline business plan. 


The update was noted.
17.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The Town Surveyor updated members on the following matters, for information:

(1) Following vandalism at the Skilling Oval Play Area, it was proposed to put down new surfacing, as part of the three year rolling programme of play ground repairs, agreed previously by members.


(2) The Town Council had supported the recent work day at the Community Orchard, which had gone well.


(3) The new family shelter was now in place at Plottingham. 


(4) The graffiti project at the Skate Park had gone well.


(5) As agreed at the Committee previously, a Section 106 application was to be submitted for funding to replace the bridge at Plottingham and match fund the £10,000 agreed by the County Council. The County Council would then adopt the bridge.


(6) The football pitches at St Mary’s Playing Fields had been re-seeded.


(7) In response to a question, the Town Surveyor said that he was still looking to progress the scheme for improvements to the A35 roundabouts and was still seeking agreement from Connect. He would report back on progress to the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee.

18.
CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to report.
19.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reminded members that: -

(1) His Civic Service was to be held on Sunday 21 June at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church. He hoped that members would attend.

(2) The Food Festival would take place in Asker Meadows on 26-27 June 2009.

20.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 1 of the 2009/10 accounts, in the sum of £153,716.97, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

21.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:

22.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk updated members with progress on completion of the leases at Mountfield. He hoped to be able to conclude all outstanding matters soon, so that he could report the outcome to the next meeting of this Committee.

23.
PARK AND RIDE - CONFIDENTIAL
The Committee considered the tenders received to run the service. 

The Town Surveyor updated members on the bids received. 

RESOLVED: that the Town Surveyor, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, be given delegated authority to award the contracts to run the service, within the allocated budget. 

24.
STAFFING MATTERS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2078.

The Town Surveyor left the room during consideration of the first item.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations in the report be approved.
The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 16 September 2009
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