Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 
Wednesday 17 September 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr 
Mrs M.J. Ray (Chairman)




Cllrs:
Miss S.A. Brown

D.G. Rickard




N.K. Cast


R.J. Stoodley





C.M. Ray 


K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs:
Ms R.C. Kayes and C.D. Wild. 
PUBLIC FORUM


Mrs Hazel Cummings, Brown Owl of Bothenhampton Brownies, spoke on their 
behalf in respect of the grant consideration within minute 25.

22.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and D.R. Tett. 
23.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9 July 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.


Note: Minute 17(a) of the meeting held on 9 July 2008, Bridport Gardening Club, 
should have read as £100.

24.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs Miss S.A. Brown, C.M. Ray and C.D. Wild reiterated previous declarations as listed in the minutes of the Best Value, Scrutiny and Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee meeting.


Cllrs Miss S.A. Brown and D.G. Rickard declared personal interests in minute 36, as members of the Twinning Association.


Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest in respect of minute 41.


Cllr K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest in minute 25 - Town Council Grants, as a nurse, and in the same item as the father of a member of the Bothenhampton Brownies and Chairman of Bothenhampton and Walditch Parish Council. This could be prejudicial, if the level of this grant was discussed by the Committee.

Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in respect of minute 26, as a member of the Bridport and District Allotments Society.  

In respect of the interests declared in respect of minute 25, concerning the recommendations on grants to outside bodies, where councillors had declared personal and prejudicial interests, either at the Sub Committee or at this meeting, they would leave the room if the grant to that body was discussed. However, the recommended grants were approved en bloc, without discussion of individual grant levels.

25.
BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB 
COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 9 September 2008 be received and the recommendations therein adopted, namely:


Town Council Grants (min 17)

RESOLVED:


That the grants be approved as listed.
Bridport and West Bay Town Plan (min 21)

RECOMMEND:
That the fundamental review of the Town Plan now take place in Spring 2009 and the Town Clerk report to the next meeting of the Sub Committee with a draft timetable.

26.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1952 was considered. There were a number of items in the report, the decisions on which are set out below.

(a)
Town Hall
RESOLVED: that the installation of Bird control netting be carried out by a specialist contractor to prevent future problems, at a cost of £1,583 to be met from within existing budgets.
(b)
Tourism Signage
RESOLVED: that the cleaning, updating and repair of the Green Ring Route information boards be carried out, with the cost to be met from existing budgets.

(c)
Festive Lighting and Christmas Trees
RESOLVED: that the Town Surveyor be authorised to co-ordinate the lighting and tree arrangements for the Town Centre and Town Hall with local contractors, to be met from within existing budgets and to liaise with the District Council with regards to providing additional funding. 
(d)
Plottingham Family Shelter

RESOLVED: that the Town Surveyor be delegated to work alongside the Youth Service to consult and construct the shelter. The cost to be met from existing budgets, 106 Planning Funding and Youth Grants. 


(e)
Basketball Ring and Football Net

RESOLVED: that the Town Surveyor be delegated to work alongside the Youth Service to provide this equipment from existing budgets and the West Dorset District Council’s Leisure Development Fund.


(f) 
Priory Lane – Saxon Boundary
RESOLVED: that a planning g application be submitted to West Dorset District Council for the saxon boundary works to enable the Town Surveyor to seek tenders for these works.
The following matters were noted, for information:

(1)
Town Council Notice Boards. 

(2)
Land Transfers.

(3)
Reviews. 
(4)
Bridport Football Club Changing Rooms Project.

Members thanked Councillor G.J. Ackerman and the Town Surveyor for their work and support as part of the Changing Rooms project.

27.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2008/2009 – 1st REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1950.


RECOMMEND: that the 1st revision of the estimates for the year 2008/2009 be approved. 
28.
DIRECT DEBITS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1951.

RESOLVED: that the continued use of direct debits to pay the suppliers listed be approved.
29.
DAPTC AGM MOTIONS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1953.


RECOMMEND: that 

(a) clarification be sought in respect of the motion submitted by Blandford Forum 
Town Council with regard to councillors’ out of pocket expenses, and

(b) DAPTC be supported in its request to increase the tax exempt mileage rate 
from 40p per mile.
30.
BLAP PROJECTS UPDATE
The Town Clerk updated the Committee on the Space Needs Survey and Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes provided an update on the BLAST project.

It was agreed that all members should receive a copy of the Space Needs Survey. 
31.
PROJECTS UPDATE

The Town Clerk and the Leader of the Council reported progress on the Community Orchard and New Zealand Site. 
32.
TOWN HALL

The Town Clerk reported that the first stage application for Heritage Lottery Funding had been submitted, with the outcome due to be known in December. 
33.
PARK AND RIDE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1955.

It was noted that the service had been a great success and members discussed possible options for the scheme in future years. This matter would be considered by the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted and a detailed breakdown of usage be provided to the next meeting of the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee.
34.
BRIDPORT DEMOCRACY WEEK EVENT

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1957.


RECOMMENDED: that the proposed Democracy Day event, to be held in the Town Hall on Tuesday 14 October 2008, be approved.
35.
FLAXHAYES AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1956.


The Leader of the Council and Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes updated members on the scheme. The District Council was considering the position in respect of the shared ownership units, in view of the current financial climate and the potential difficulties in marketing these units. Magna Housing will be reporting back to the next West Dorset Executive in October, on the alternative shared ownership/equity options for these units.

RESOLVED: that the current position be noted.
36.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported 
(a)
a letter concerning an offer from BT for councils to adopt or sponsor BT public telephones, earmarked for closure.  Members generally felt that the Town Council should not take up this offer, in view of the ongoing maintenance liability and bearing in mind that this was a service that should be probably provided by British Telecom, not the Town Council.  The Town Council had objected to the loss of these telephone boxes. The matter was to be discussed and a formal response agreed, at the Council meeting on Tuesday 23 September 2008.
(b)
the Twinning Association had asked that, to mark the 30th anniversary of the links with St Vaast La Hougue, a Bridport flag be donated. This was supported.
37.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.
The Town Clerk reported that the Bridport Marquee at the Melplash Show had been a great success and that earlier in the day he had attended a very good meeting of the Olympics 2012 Steering Group.
2. The Leader of the Council advised that 


(a) The deadline for objecting to the closure of the Post Office in West Bay had passed, and that the Town Council had submitted an objection. He also outlined the work undertaken to identify possible alternative service provision, should this Post Office close.

(b) Dorset Towns Forurm

He would be attending a meeting on 23 September 2008 to discuss the need for a Dorset Towns Forum. As he had reported at the last Council meeting, following the closing down of the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative, the Regional Development Agency had allocated over £400,000 to be distributed to towns in the south west over the next three years. In other SW counties, this would be distributed through county towns forums. However, Dorset did not have such a body. There had been a lot of email discussion recently about the best way to distribute the £70,000 allocated to Dorset (£23,000 p.a. for the whole county), in line with its original intended purpose. He felt that this funding should be allocated through the community partnership structures and that there was not a need for another body to be established. This position was supported by the Committee. He would keep members informed of developments.

(c) There was to be a further open day at the Methodist Chapel building in West Bay on Friday 19 September 2008 between 2 and 5pm.


(d) He had arranged, through BLAP, to meet with David Keenan, the Managing Director of D2, a new regeneration company for Dorset, to hear about how the company worked and for David to hear what was happening in Bridport.  He and the Town Clerk had attended the meeting on 16 September 2008.

3.
The Town Mayor reported many of the engagements that he had attended 
recently.
38.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 2 of the 2008/09 accounts, in the sum of £124,201.96, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
39.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:
40.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported the current position in respect of the tenant leases at Mountfield.
41.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported for information on an ongoing staffing matter.
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 12 November 2008
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