At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in Mountfield, 
Bridport on Tuesday 19 April 2011 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman – Town Mayor
Cllr
Miss S.A. Brown
C.M. Ray

P.J. Colfox

Mrs M.J. Ray


K.A. Day

D.G. Rickard


Ms R.C. Kayes
D.R. Tett


 
Ms F.K. McKenzie
K.G. Wallace




Ms S.J. Williams

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Janis Moore, said prayers.

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present. 
43.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllrs: J.D. Hunt, R.J. Stoodley and C.D. Wild.
44.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr K.A. Day declared a personal interest in respect of the First Dorset Credit Union, when this was raised for information, during discussion of the Finance and General Purposes Committee report.
Cllr K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest, as an NHS employee, in respect of minute 49.
All the previously recorded interests declared under this item in the minutes of committees were noted. 
46.
STANDING ORDER 14(b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14(b).


47.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 7 February, 

7 March and 4 April 2011 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. Each set of minutes were considered separately. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 7 February, 7 March and 4 April 2011 be received. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the special Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 February 2011 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray.
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the special meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 February 2011 be received.

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 30 March 2011 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 30 March 2011 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below: -


(Minute 125) BEST VALUE AND TOWN PLAN MINUTES


Minute 40(b) Investment Strategy

The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried and:
 



	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the annual investment strategy for 2010/11 be adopted without amendment for 2011/12.



	
	(2)
	that the potential for environmental and ethical investments be considered in future reviews of the Strategy, subject to assurances on security and liquidity of investments.




Minute 41 Cheque Signatories
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried unanimously and: 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to take action to appoint further cheque signatories. 


(Minute 131)
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2011/12
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried unanimously and: 


RESOLVED: that the calendar of meetings for the municipal year 2011/12 be approved.


(Minute 140)
EMPLOYMENT POLICIES
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the Grievance Procedure as attached to the report be approved. 



	
	(2)
	that a Staffing Appeals Sub Committee be established, with the terms of reference as in the report and 3 members and 3 deputy members be appointed, drawn from this Committee, as follows: 

Members: Councillors Miss S.A. Brown, K.A. Day and C.M. Ray, with all other members of the Committee able to deputise as required. The Sub Committee to be reappointed at the Annual Council meeting.



(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 23 March 2011 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 23 March 2011 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 47)
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLANNING
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Councillor C.M. Ray. It was put to the vote, declared to be carried and 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council support the ongoing representations being made by DorBAG for a BBC Dorset local radio station, that could provide much needed information in an emergency.



(Minute 50)
BRIDPORT RECYCLING CENTRE

The recommendation was moved by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Councillor C.M. Ray.
In discussion it was reported that the start of the new hours had led to some large queues at the recycling centre. It was asked if the Town Council could receive information from the County Council on the usage at weekends and how the new system was working and also for information on fly tipping from West Dorset District Council and whether this was increasing as a result of the restrictions in place at the weekends.

Members felt very strongly that the restrictions should be reconsidered.
The recommendation was put to the vote and declared to be carried unanimously:
RESOLVED: that whilst the continued operation of the Recycling Centre was welcomed, the Town Council still had concerns about the restrictions on the use of the site at weekends for the reasons set out (in the minutes) and Dorset County Council be asked to reconsider these restrictions. 

48.
FUTURE OF THE LIBRARY SERVICE – TO AGREE A RESPONSE TO THE 
COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2374.

In discussion of the report, members reiterated the comments made at the Finance and General Purposes Committee that they would wish to see the current levels of service maintained for Bridport and the other communities and did not feel that there should be any reduction in the service. 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be given delegated authority to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Town Council, to include the following points:
· The current levels of service should be maintained both for Bridport library and other communities. 

· The Town Council felt that the expenditure to be incurred in relocating the main Dorset library in Dorchester could be used to maintain the existing levels of service across the county. It did not support the expenditure on the new library building.

· As a County Council service and bearing in mind the level of expenditure on the new library, the Town Council did not agree to contribute towards additional library hours, or provide other funding.
49.
SUPPORTING VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY ACTION - TO AGREE A 
RESPONSE TO THE CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2375.

Members agreed to support the response made by the West Dorset Partnership and emphasised the following concerns to be highlighted:

· the removal of funding for community planning.


· the introduction of an additional level of bureaucracy for grant funding and the administration of a new support service contract, which may take the decision making away from the local area.  

· the reported cuts to Dorset Community Action, which, coupled with the reduction in funding for community planning, would have a detrimental impact on the community development work, at the very time when the Localism agenda was promoting the role of the community and voluntary sector.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be given delegated authority to make a response, to include the points set out above.


50.
COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY AND RIGHT TO CHALLENGE - TO AGREE A 
RESPONSE TO THE CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2376.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be given delegated authority to make a response on behalf of the Town Council.
51.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2373. He highlighted the Freedom March on 26 March and thanked Linda Bullock for all her work in organising the event. 

As this was the last Town Council meeting before the elections, the Town Mayor thanked those members standing down for their work on behalf of the Council and offered good luck to all those standing for election on 5 May.
. 

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that an induction training session for all councillors elected on 5 May would be held at 5pm on Monday 9 May.
52.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960

"That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is 
advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are 
instructed to withdraw."

53.
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT – TOURIST 
INFORMATION CENTRE TERMS OF LEASE 
To consider a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2377. 

RESOLVED: that the outline terms of the lease be approved, namely an annual rent of £5,000 plus service charge based on the percentage of the building occupied.

In addition the following terms were approved:
· an annual contribution towards TIC staffing costs of £10,000 in recognition of duties to be undertaken on behalf of the Town Council.
· the Town Council reiterated its wish to see goods sold at the TIC and the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to agree specified goods to be sold on behalf of the Town Council.
The Town Clerk to be given delegated authority to finalise the agreement and complete an Agreement to Lease with West Dorset District Council. 
The meeting closed at 8.05 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 19 May 2011
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