FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON 

SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 20 October 2009 at 10.30 a.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)
Cllrs:
 N.K. Cast

R.J. Stoodley


C.M. Ray

K.G. Wallace
Also in attendance: Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent) Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative).    

8.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.

9.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2009, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

11.
HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT
Councillors considered a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 2113.
It was reported that a number of the recommendations in the Audit had been implemented including:

· the issue of the first market bulletin

· some changes to stall positions to ensure improved traffic sightlines
· additional parking for traders

· revisions to the Terms and Conditions

All the recommendations had been prioritised and would be worked through, in consultation with the traders. 

In discussion of the changes, members sought clarification on the policy on pavement licences and premises putting out tables and chairs and emphasised the need to keep this under review and maintain the balance between issuing such licences and continuing to ensure the success of the market.  It was noted that the County Council could issue pavement licences for days other than market days where permission was required from the Town Council. Members asked for information at the next meeting on the number of such licences issued.

It was noted that the Sub Committee would receive regular updates on the market audit.
It was also noted that there was to be a review of the use of Bucky Doo Square.

RESOLVED: that the progress in the implementation of the health and safety audit of the market be noted and the Sub Committee continue to receive updates to each of its meetings.
12.
MARKET OPERATION

(a) Report of the Market Superintendent, ENCL: 2114.  Members considered the report. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.


(b) Stall numbers and takings April 2009 to date, ENCL: 2115. The Sub 

     Committee welcomed the information contained in the report.


It was noted that the stall numbers and consequent income was comparable to last year.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.


(c) Stalls – registered/casual traders April 2009 to date, ENCL: 2116. 
     
     The Sub Committee welcomed the information contained in the report.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

13.
PAVEMENT LICENCES


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2117.
As discussed under the agenda item on the Health and Safety Audit, the latest position was noted. It was agreed that in view of the audit and the need to ensure the balance between pavement licences and the market, no new sitting out approvals should be granted for market days and the position be reviewed at the Sub Committee’s next meeting. It was also emphasised that the County Council should be reminded that if they grant a pavement licence, then it must be stated that this only applies on non market days and that Town Council approval must be sought for market days.
RECOMMEND: that no new pavement licences be issued for premises on market days, to allow for the outcome of the traffic management works, and the impact of the changes introduced as part of the market audit, to be reviewed. A further report and future policy be considered at the next meeting of this Sub Committee.

14.
MARKET TRADERS

The Committee considered items raised by the local branch of the National Market Traders’ Federation. 

Steve Hibbs raised the following matters that traders had asked to be reported:

· Still need to make the market more prominent on the street signs. The sign at Wykes Court Car Park needed to be looked at and the Town Surveyor said that he would discuss this with the District Council.

· There needed to be more public transport from the north of the town and covering the villages beyond. Seaborne traffic should also be looked at.

In response it was reported that the Town Council was looking to discuss with the County Council the possibility of extending the current park and ride service, including into the north of the town.

· There was a need for more parking spaces in the town and all possible options should be looked at, to encourage people into the town.
It was suggested that automated car park signage, to show where spaces were available and better signage for the football club car park should be looked at with the District and County Council.

RESOLVED: that the matters raised be noted with the action agreed as above.


15.
MARKET BAGS

The Town Surveyor reported that he would be receiving a design from the Chamber of Trade and Commerce and then he hoped to report to the Finance and General Purposes Committee in November, with proposals for a joint market/shops bag that could be made available to traders.

The update was noted.

16.
MARKET CHARGES 2010/2011

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2118.

RECOMMEND: that the Town Council discusses this matter further with the National Market Traders’ Federation and brings forward a recommendation as part of the proposed Town Council fees for 2010/11, to be included within the budget report for the Finance and General Purposes Committee in January 2010.

 17.
CHAMBER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE

The Town Surveyor reported on the recent meeting of the Chamber, which received a presentation on Business Improvement Districts. This was to be discussed further by the Chamber. 

The meeting closed at 11:55 am.

The next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub 

Committee will be held on 16 February 2010
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