Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 20 September 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   A.J. Fifield


D.R. Tett


Mrs M.J. Ray


K.G. Wallace

           H.B. Samuel




Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.

23.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Miss S.A. Brown, 

Ms F.K. McKenzie and R.J. Stoodley. 

24.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 July 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

25.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 32. Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest as a member of the West Bay Project Action Group.

Minute 32. Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as Chairperson of the West Bay Project Action Group.

Minute 30(a). Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as Chairman of the Bridport Heritage Forum and left the room during the discussions in respect of the proposed Fra Newbery Exhibition.

26.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1670, be noted and approved as follows,  

(a) Play Areas: Court Orchard and Peter Foote: 

(i) The Town Council upgrades the two areas with a wet pour surfacing at a cost of £2,490.26 per play area, a total cost of £4,980.52, if possible using green rather than black materials. 

(ii) The Town Council undertakes to replace and upgrade all matting surfaces when required with new surfacing to meet current regulations.

(iii) The Town Surveyor produces a 3 year programme of works to replace all critical fall areas such as Swings and Slides to all play areas which at present have matting and to report to a future meeting of this Committee,

noting that this will be considered along with other potential projects by the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee later in the year.

(b) Peter Foote Play Area: that the new fencing be erected at an estimated cost of £1,500.

(c) Flaxhayes Allotments: that the Town Council provides a new chain link fence to the roadside boundary, complete with pedestrian gate and remove the existing at an estimated cost of £2,000.
(d) Street Lighting – Chancery Lane: that the lighting to Chancery Lane at a cost of 

£3,200 be agreed and the implementation be delegated to the Town Surveyor on the basis that he negotiates with the Dorset County Council with a view to procuring a contribution to the increased cost.

27.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2006/2007 – 1st REVISION

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1671.

RECOMMENDED: that the 2006 / 2007 Estimates 1st revision be approved.
28.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meetings of the Sub Committee held on 

9 August and 12 September 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted.

29.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Working Party held on 

29 August 2006 be approved and that: -
(a) the notice board in front of the two sandwich outlets be removed and that the Town Surveyor be authorised to give further consideration to incorporating the glass fronted panels elsewhere on the square,

(b) provision be made in the draft Estimates 2007/2008 to complete the re-siting and refurbishment of the Notice Boards and replacement seats on the square and that this will be considered along with other potential projects by the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee later in the year.

(c) a grant of £300 be made available to the Bridport Heritage Forum as matching funding with other partners in respect of compiling the project proposal for the proposed 2008 Fra Newbery exhibition from the Community Initiatives budget,

RECOMMENDED: that the proposals to improve the appearance and circulation be approved in principle and authority given to the Town Clerk and the Working Party to consult with the interested partner organisations as outlined above.
30.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP

(a) RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the steering group held on 29 June 2006 be received. 
(b) RESOLVED: that the Bopper Bus Organisation receives a grant of £250, to be funded from the Community Initiatives budget.
31.
GM CROPS: CO-EXISTENCE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1672.

           Cllr C.M. Ray as indicated in the above report, tabled a motion:

“This Council writes to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs outlining its concerns about the dangers that the proposals represent to organic producers in the Bridport area and that the proposals accept far too much contamination of non GM crops as routine and they wont work in practice.  Furthermore it also writes to the Dorset MPs advising of the Town Councils concerns and publicises its views on its website and in the Local Media.”
RESOLVED: that discussion on the motion be adjourned and the motion be circulated to the town councillors not present at this meeting and considered further at the Council meeting to be held on 26 September 2006.

32.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME
The Leader of the Council reported on the recent meeting that he and the Town Clerk had with WDDC and outlined the current situation concerning the ongoing discussions with the Environment Agency and their requirement for WDDC to produce a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for West Bay. The present impasse was holding up progress on the community project schemes. 

Arising out of the above meeting concerning the sea angling jetty, it had been suggested that a planning application should be made. This could turn out to be a useful move not only to resolve the planning issues with the jetty but also test out the situation for other projects. The Town Clerk advised that the costs should not be excessive as most of the information was to hand. The planning fees were thought to be in the region of £250/£275. 

The Town Clerk advised that the WDDC Executive Committee had approved the leasing of the land at the West Bay car park to the Town Council for the purposes of providing the proposed new play area and he was now waiting formal verification of this approval. The next step is to secure some of the Section 106 monies available and then to consider in more detail the type of play equipment envisaged. The lead officer for this part of the process will be the Town Surveyor.  

RESOLVED: that the above reports be received and that a planning application be lodged by the Town Council for the provision of a sea angling jetty.

33.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1674. Members welcomed the reports and considered them to be informative. It also reflected the additional activities and work undertaken by town councillors.

RESOLVED: that the reports received be noted. 

34.
TOWN CRIER

The Town Clerk reported that Ms Jane Silver-Corren had accepted the town council’s offer of the honorary position as Town Crier and that he had sent a letter of appointment.

35.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported receipt of an e-mail regarding a proposed freight transfer hub at Clyst, Honiton which if approved could involve 250 truckloads of stone and cement passing along the A35 everyday. He advised that he alerted neighbouring parishes about this proposal. Councillors expressed their concern at the increased traffic movements on an already busy main transport route and although the proposal was outside our area, it was an issue that a watching brief was needed. 

36.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor announced that a fundraising five a side football tournament will be held at Bridport Football Club’s St Mary’s Field on Sunday 24 September 2006.

The Town Clerk reported that: 

(a) the annual site visit would take place in the South West Quadrant from 2pm on Wednesday 1 November 2006, starting from Mountfield,

(b) The inaugural meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing committee will be held at Mountfield at 7pm on Wednesday 8 November 2006,

(c) A DAPTC chairman’s seminar will be held at 7pm in County Hall on Monday 25 September 2006. Guest speaker will be David Jenkins, Chief Executive of Dorset County Council,

(d) The A35 Communities’ Initiative will be holding an informal meeting at Mountfield on Thursday 2 November 2006 and it will include a presentation from Hydra and the Highways Agency,

(e) the meeting held on 11 September 2006 with senior officers of the West Country Ambulance Trust had proved most useful and informative. Although the Trust performance in meeting and exceeding the government’s targets was acknowledged and applauded, members continued to have further queries concerning the resource levels and performance in respect of servicing the Bridport area. 

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk requests further information in respect of the above concerns,

(f) the opening of the Town Hall during National Heritage Week had proved very successful with over 320 visitors attending. 

     RESOLVED: that the volunteer stewards be thanked for their efforts.

37.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1673, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

                                                                                                            Received

1. WDDC – Executive Committee 

Agenda – 25/07/06






18/07/06

2. WDDC – Executive Committee 

Appendix – 25/07/06





18/07/06

3.
WDDC – Performance Plan 2005 – Full Year Report

18/08/06

4.
WDDC – Performance Plan 2006







5. WDDC – Corporate Plan 2006/2010





6.
DCC – Corporate Plan


Our role in Dorset 2006/09




 

Supplementary List







Received


a.
WDDC – Executive Committee – 12 September 2006 

05/09/06

b.
NALC – The Employment Equality (Age) 

Regulations 2006.






08/09/06


c.
WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee – 19 September 2006.



12/09/06

38.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 2 of the 2006/2007 accounts, in the sum of £81,416.63, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 15 November 2006
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