`
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON 

SUB COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday, 21 October 2008 at 10.30 a.m.


PRESENT:
Cllr:
G.J. Ackerman (Chairman)


Cllrs:

N.K. Cast

C.M. Ray





R.J. Stoodley


Also in attendance: Cllrs: Mrs M.J. Ray, C.D. Wild, Ray McLaren (Market Superintendent), and Steve Hibbs (Market Traders’ Association representative).    
1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED that Cllr: G.J. Ackerman be elected Chairman of the Sub Committee for the ensuing municipal year 2008/2009.

2.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Mike Harvey from the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.

3.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2008, which had been previously circulated, were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr N.K. Cast declared a personal interest as a long term trader in the town. The interest was not considered to be prejudicial in the terms of the Code of Conduct, and the issues to be discussed at this meeting. Cllr Cast was able to fully participate in the meeting.

5.
MARKET SURVEY

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1968.

In discussion of the survey, members noted that almost 50% of respondents said that more entertainment would encourage people to visit the market on a Wednesday.


RESOLVED: that the outcome of the public survey on the market be noted.
6.
MARKET OPERATION

(a) Report of the Market Superintendent, ENCL. 1965.  Members considered and discussed the report. 

The Sub Committee thanked the Market Superintendent for all his work and efforts on the market.

RESOLVED: that the Market Superintendent be thanked for his report.

(b) Stall numbers April to September 2008, ENCL: 1966. The Sub Committee 

      welcomed the information contained in the report.


It was noted that, due to the poor weather during the summer, the stall numbers and consequent income was slightly down in comparison to last year.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.

(c) Stalls – registered/casual traders April to September 2008, ENCL: 1967. 
     The Sub Committee welcomed the information contained in the report.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
(d) Report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 1969. The Town Surveyor's report was discussed by members.

Health and Safety Audit - the proposals for the audit were noted. It was asked that the use of A boards by shops be looked at, as part of the review.

Market Promotion - the current position on advertising was noted. It was reported that there was no mention of the market in county wide leaflets advertising the Jurassic Coast and the Town Clerk was asked to check this.
Steve Hibbs also asked about the street signs and whether the market could be made more prominent on the signs. The Town Surveyor said that signage could be discussed with the District Council.

Coach parking - the free coach parking on market days was noted.

Improved Parking for traders - the agreement from the County and District Councils to use the Social Services building at Mountfield for traders to park on Saturdays was welcomed. The relevant licence and insurance cover was being drawn up.

In discussion of parking, a letter from Ms Jo Peers of 32, East Street was circulated to members. The letter was also read out by the Leader of the Council  Members noted the comments on Lidl and considered the comments on the issue of on street parking on market days, when the places were not taken up by traders. It was reported that members of the public were unable to park, even though there were spaces, due to the restrictions on these days. The Town Surveyor said that he was pursuing this issue with the County Council.

Review of Conditions - this would be reported back to the next Sub Committee meeting.

Next Year's Market Fees - this would be looked at as part of the wider review of all fees.
Upcoming Events - the Town Surveyor reported the Christmas Shopping evening on 10th December, Vinyl Saturday on 15th November and Dorset Food Week Hotspot day on 29th October.  Members asked that the possibility of hosting a French market was looked at.
New Market Bags - It was suggested that discussions should take place with the National Market Traders' Federation to see if the Town Council and the Federation could work together on alternative bags. 

RECOMMEND: that the decision to end the supply of plastic bags on the market be confirmed and discussions take place with the market traders as to their preference on re-usable bags. The financial commitment to buy these bags be considered by the Town Council as part of the budget making process for 2009/10.
7.
CHAMBER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2008 were circulated for information, ENCL: 1970. 
RESOLVED: that the minutes be noted.

The meeting closed at 11:45 am.

The next meeting of the Market and Business Liaison Sub 
Committee will be held on 17 February 2009
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