           At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 


Bridport on Tuesday 21 April 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
C.M. Ray - Town Mayor (in the Chair)

Cllr
G.J. Ackerman


Ms F.K. McKenzie


Miss S.A. Brown


M.P. Parsons


N.K. Cast



Mrs M.J. Ray


P.J. Colfox (until 7.40)

D.G. Rickard



K.A. Day



R.J. Stoodley


J.D. Hunt



K.G. Wallace (until 7.50)

Ms R.C. Kayes


Ms S.J. Williams

                                       






C.D. Wild




Reverend Janis Moore opened the meeting with prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM

Mrs Maureen Jackson addressed the Council regarding the Waste Transfer Station. She said that she was very concerned that there were rumours suggesting that Broomhills was now the preferred site for Bridport.  She emphasised that any site being considered must be subject to full and proper public consultation.
Ms Catherine Searle spoke in respect of the Transition Towns motion. She questioned the need for the motion and emphasised that the local community itself had the power to achieve sustainable solutions to issues, including reducing the number of vehicles on the road. This needed to be looked at by the Transition Town group, rather than changes to the Highways Agency as proposed in the motion. 
The Town Clerk reported that letters been received from Mrs Patricia O’Driscoll and Mr Victor Courtice in respect of the Waste Transfer Station, expressing concern about the reported suggestions that the Waste Transfer Station should be sited at Broomhills. Copies of the letters were circulated to all members at the meeting.

Following the Public Forum, councillors received a presentation from Crystal Johnson on the Town Hall Heritage Lottery project.


The Leader of the Council, Cllr C.D. Wild, thanked Ms Johnson for her informative 
and interesting update.
53.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Cllr: D.R. Tett. 

At this stage, the Chairman welcomed Councillor K.A. Day to his first Town Council meeting.

54.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

55.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr C.M Ray and Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal interest in minute 57(a), Street Performing and Busking. As stated in the minutes to the Highways and Transportation Sub Committee, their son had occasionally busked in the past, although he was not doing so now. 

Cllr P.J. Colfox declared a personal interest in minute 57(a), Street Performing and Busking, as a parent of occasional buskers.
Cllr N.K. Cast declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as a resident of St Andrews Road (A3066) and left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a decision.

Cllr P.J. Colfox declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as he had family interests in a possible alternative waste transfer site. He left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a decision.
Cllr K.A. Day declared a personal interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as a resident of St Andrews Road, but not the main A3066 part of the road. It was not considered to be a prejudicial interest.
Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as a resident of St Andrews Road, but not the main A3066 part of the road. It was not considered to be a prejudicial interest.

Cllr C.M. Ray declared a personal interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as a resident of St Andrews Road, but not the main A3066 part of the road. It was not considered to be a prejudicial interest.

Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest in minute 57(c), Waste Transfer Station, as a resident of St Andrews Road, but not the main A3066 part of the road. It was not considered to be a prejudicial interest.

Cllrs R.J. Stoodley and Cllr K.G. Wallace left the room during minute 58, Sustainable Communities Act, when the planning application for Lidl’s was raised, although no discussion took place on that matter.

Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in minute 58, Sustainable Communities Act, as Chairman of BLAP.


Cllr J.D. Hunt declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 59, BLAST funding, as a member of BLAST and left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a decision.

Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 59, BLAST funding, as a member of BLAST and left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a decision.

Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 59, BLAST funding, as a member of BLAST and left the room whilst the Council discussed and agreed a decision.
Cllr D.G. Rickard declared a personal interest in minute 62, Motion, as a member of the Transition Towns group.

56.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)

There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


57.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 9 March 2009 and 14 April 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meetings of the Plans Committee be received and the following recommendation from the meeting on 14 April 2009 be approved: 

STREET PERFORMING AND BUSKING IN WEST DORSET – PROPOSALS TO EXTEND LICENSING SCHEME (Min 94)

The recommendation was moved by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Cllr Ms S.J. Williams. 

The Town Clerk reported that West Dorset District Council had now said that the proposed street entertainment and busking policy had been withdrawn.

This was noted but it was generally agreed that the proposed recommendation should still be considered. Therefore the recommendation was put to the vote, declared to be carried and:

RESOLVED:  that for the reasons set out in the minutes, the Town Council does not the support the proposed West Dorset District Council Street Performer and Busking Code of Practice. It would not want Bucky Doo Square to be included in the scheme and would also ask the District Council not to include any part of Bridport and West Bay within the policy. 
(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 24 March 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 24 March 2009 be received and the recommendation therein be adopted as set out below:

CONSTITUTION REVIEW (min 93)
The recommendation was moved by Cllr Mrs M.J. Ray and seconded by Cllr R.J. Stoodley. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:
RESOLVED: that the status of the documents in the Council’s Constitution and recommended actions for each document be approved as set out in the minutes. 


(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE


The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 25 March 2009 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor D.G. Rickard. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the above meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below:



WASTE TRANSFER STATION (Min 51)
The recommendation was moved by Cllr D.G. Rickard and seconded by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.
Cllr Miss S.A. Brown updated members on the meeting of the County Council’s Executive Advisory Panel, held earlier that day. It had agreed to recommend that there should be a full assessment, including traffic analysis, of Gore Cross and other possible sites on the A35. She confirmed that the Panel had not expressed a preference for any site. Its recommendation would now go to the County Council’s Cabinet. If the recommendation was approved, it was now unlikely that a planning application for any site would be ready before the autumn.
The Mayor emphasised that the Town Council was only being asked to agree comments at this stage in respect of the published proposal for a site at Gore Cross. It was not being asked to comment on any other site.
The recommendation set out in the agenda was put to the vote and declared to be carried.

RESOLVED:

(1)
that the questions tabled at the County Council’s Executive Advisory Panel be endorsed as attached at Appendix A, to the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee minutes.

(2)
that in response to the proposal to site a waste transfer station at Gore Cross and without prejudice to the Town Council’s consideration of any future planning application, the following site specific concerns be approved:

· the location of the site (on farmland at the entrance to a Jurassic Coast gateway town); 

· the reported opposition of two separate planning inquiries to this site; 

· the site not being in the West Dorset Local Plan, 

· the impact of the traffic to be generated by the site on the already busy residential A3066 St Andrews Road and surrounding roads.

The Town Clerk to be given delegated authority to finalise the wording of the response as in (2) above, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee and the Leader of the Council.
ENERGY AWARENESS WEEK EVENTS 2009 (Min 56)

The recommendation was moved by Cllr D.G. Rickard and seconded by Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.

RESOLVED: that the Town Council promote and support the energy awareness week for 2009, including attendance at the events listed in the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee minutes, with funding of up to £500 from the Committee’s budget.
58.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 2057.  
RESOLVED: that the published process to consider proposals under the Sustainable Communities Act be noted as set out in the report.
59.

BLAST FUNDING
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 2058.
The Town Clerk reported that BLAST had now obtained £1,500 funding from the County Council and funding was therefore no longer required from the Town Council.

This was welcomed by members and BLAST was congratulated on managing to obtain further funding.
RESOLVED: that it be noted that BLAST had obtained additional funding meaning that funding was no longer required from the Town Council. Subject to this being confirmed, the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to update the final accounts for 2008/09, to remove the £1,500 earmarked for the project.
60.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
The Town Clerk gave an update on the arrangements for the special meeting regarding the award of honorary townswoman to Marjorie Lathey.

RESOLVED: that the arrangements for the Special meeting, to follow the Annual Town meeting on 5 May 2009, be endorsed.

61.

COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported by the Town Clerk for information:

(1)
The Gig Rowing club had requested that they be allowed to incorporate the Town Crest in their headed paper. Members generally supported this request.
(2)
The Bridport Community Orchard Group had been invited to speak at a BBC seminar in Bournemouth on 28 April. The Community Orchard was seen by Breathing Spaces to be an exemplar project in Dorset.
62.

MOTION
The motion set out in the agenda was moved by Cllr D.G. Rickard and seconded by Cllr K.G. Wallace.
Members noted the arrangements for submission of proposals under the Sustainable Communities Act and discussed the proposal, as set out in the agenda.

There was general support for the proposal, but there was comment that the wording of the reasons given should be looked at, when the proposal was submitted. The reasons were set out in ENCL: 2059.
RESOLVED: that the Town Council supports the following proposal being put forward by Transition Town Bridport:

That the Secretary of State for Transport amends the powers of the Highways Agency as follows: -
'That where roads under their jurisdiction have a high or significant local strategic importance, the powers of that Agency which impinge directly on the structural or functional planning of a local community, should be commuted from 'Mandatory' to 'Advisory with consultation'.

63.

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
Due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, it was advised that in the public interest, the public be temporarily excluded and asked to withdraw. 
64.

PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk gave an update on the Magistrates’ Court access, further to Finance and General Purposes Committee, Minute 101, 24 March 2009.
RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to seek Counsel’s opinion on this matter. 

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.

The next meeting of the Bridport Town Council will be held on 21 May 2009 (Mayor Making)
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