
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,

Bridport on Monday 22 January 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Mrs C.A. Murless (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

Ms R.C. Kayes



Mrs G.L. Fifield

C.D. Wild






A.L.G. Harrison

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.

68.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall, Mrs C.L. Clare and R.H. Nicholls.

69.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 18 December 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

70.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
  
There were none.

71.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules 

A1, A2 and A3 be forwarded to the Area Planning Officer. 
72.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to 

applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 1719. 

The Town Clerk advised that there had been a series of e-mail exchanges with WDDC, town council and the media following their coverage of 1/W/06/001908 (Morrison’s Supermarket). The Town Clerk and Cllr C.D. Wild had advised the WDDC Development Control West Committee that it was not permissible for the town council to withdraw their objections. However, as a matter of courtesy WDDC were advised, “ Having had the opportunity to study their committee reports in respect of the two applications (also included 1/W/06/001169), the town council are of the opinion that they have clarified the situation and therefore on balance have addressed the main concerns of the town council”

Members of the Committee commented that being a consultee and in the first part of the planning process, the information presented to them at the time is not always fulsome, often inadequate and were not privy to the WDDC Case Officer’s views. Had they been, it would undoubtedly lead to better and informed views emanating from the town council.

RESOLVED: that the reports be noted. 

73.
HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION SUB COMMITTEE
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

9 January 2007 be received and the recommendations approved and adopted. 
74.
COMMUNICATIONS
(a) The Town Clerk reported:

(i) Path from Skilling to Coach Station: Dorset County Council is seeking evidence of use of the route by the public. The Town Surveyor has already passed out some of the forms, which require completing and took the opportunity to circulate a few more for members to fill in. It is important to secure DCC’s support for this well used route and for it to be adopted by DCC, which includes the footbridge, for future maintenance responsibility,

      (ii) Footpaths 22 and 40, West Bay Road: Dorset County Council have decided to refuse the application to modify the definitive map and statement of rights of way affecting these two footpaths. The Town Clerk advised that this issue has been a long standing one, which first started in July 2000 and suggested that it would useful if the Footpaths Officer (Cllr Mrs C.L. Clare) could examine the file records and report back to this committee on her findings. 

(b) Local Development Framework Workshop: Cllr C.D. Wild reported on his attendance at the WDDC Workshop entitled “Planning the Future of West Dorset”. held at Charlton Down on 19 January 2007. 
      The Local Development Framework (LDF) will in future provide the planning policy for the District, replacing the current Local Plan.  It will set out the strategy for future development, conservation and use of land.  WDDC stated that “The Core Strategy” is important because it will set out the broad policy framework that other planning policy documents will follow.”

The aims of the workshop were to explore what people feel are the main issues and priorities facing the area and that the LDF should address. Also to gather some initial views on how the workshop participants would like the district to be in the future and to help develop a long-term vision for West Dorset in the LDF.

                 Specific issues that the Core Strategy will cover included the location of new housing; levels of affordable housing provision; relative importance to be given to developer contributions; need for and location of employment and tourism development and the need for and location of new retail and community developments.

The results of both this event and the further public consultation will be used, along with the technical evidence and sustainability appraisal, to prepare the ‘preferred options’ document that will be approved by the WDDC (December 2007) before being published for further public consultation (Feb-March 2008).

RESOLVED: that;

(a) Cllr C.D. Wild be thanked for his report and that it be noted,

  (b) this committee considers the WDDC report to participants when published for consultation.
75.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1720. 

The Town Clerk referred to the supplementary document, which had been tabled entitled - The Dorset Strategic Partnership: Shaping our future – The Sustainable Community Strategy for Dorset. 2007 – 2016. Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes volunteered to study the document, which was seeking comments from the town council, and to report back to the next meeting of this committee with her findings.



RESOLVED that the report be approved.

The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 19 February 2007
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