At a MEETING of the BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL 

held in the Town Hall, Bridport on Tuesday 22 June 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

           PRESENT     Cllr 
G.J. Ackerman – Town Mayor
Cllr 
N.K. Cast


C.M. Ray

K.A. Day


Mrs M.J. Ray


J.D. Hunt


R.J. Stoodley


Ms R.C. Kayes

D.R. Tett


Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

       




Ms S.J. Williams
Prior to the start of the meeting, Canon Andrew Evans said prayers.


PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.
Sam Angus and Steve Wallace of Southern Electric Contracting (a division of Scottish and Southern Energy) gave a presentation on the installation of the new street lighting columns in Bridport and the wider area over the coming months. The work was scheduled to commence during late autumn 2010 and to be finished before the Christmas period. There were approximately 860 lighting columns in the entire Bridport area and if special requests were made by local councils for individual columns in the conservation area, then there would be a charge in the region of £600-£1,200 for each column. This would need to be paid by the relevant local council, where such a request was made. 
The Town Surveyor said that before the work commences, he would be discussing the project with the contractor and reporting back to members regarding any specific issues for the Town Council. 
13.
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr D.G. Rickard. 


14.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 20 May 2010 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).

15.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes referred to her personal interest declared at the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee under the Bridport Waste Management Facility (min. 6). Under the same item, Cllr N.K. Cast referred to his personal and prejudicial interest as declared at the Committee meeting. He would leave the room if there was any discussion of site specific issues on this item.

All the previously recorded interests declared under this item in the minutes were noted. 
16.
STANDING ORDER 14 (b)
There were no questions pursuant to standing order 14 (b).


17.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
(a)
PLANS COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 10 May 2010 and 7 June 2010 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms S.J. Williams. Each set of minutes were considered separately. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings of the Plans Committee held on 10 May and 7 June 2010 be received and the recommendation in the 7 June minutes be adopted as set out below: - 

(Minute 8)
BRIDPORT CONSERVATION AREA CONSULTATION
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Ms S.J. Williams and seconded by Councillor C.M. Ray. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council supports the proposals from West Dorset District Council to extend the Bridport Conservation Area to include:

· Parts of Skilling 

· St Andrews Road – extend further north

· Bridport Cemetery

(b)
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 16 June 2010 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor C.M. Ray. 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 16 June 2010 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted as set out below: -


(Minute 6) BEST VALUE, SCRUTINY & TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE
The Town Clerk reported that all members of the Council had been contacted and 8 members had indicated that they would like to be on the Working Group. It was therefore recommended that all 8 members be appointed.

The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor D.R. Tett. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	
	that a working group of 8 members be established  in political balance to review Standing Orders, with the following membership: Cllrs G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, K.A. Day, Ms F.K. McKenzie, C.M. Ray, Mrs M.J. Ray, D.G. Rickard and D.R. Tett.

	
	
	




(Minute 8)
APPOINTMENTS & REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL

The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor R.J. Stoodley. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:
	(1)
	that the appointments and representatives on outside bodies for 2010/11 be approved as set out in the minutes, and


	
	(2)
	that the cheque signatories for 2010/11 shall be: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman, Miss S.A. Brown, C.M. Ray,  R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.




(Minute 9)
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2010
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 

	RESOLVED:


	that the Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2010 be approved.





(Minute 15)
POWER OF WELLBEING
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor K.A. Day. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 


RESOLVED: 
(a)
that the Community Engagement Statement of Intent be adopted as in Appendix A to the report.

(b)
that the Council now meets the eligibility criteria for the Power of Wellbeing in that:

· a minimum of two thirds of vacancies were filled at the last ordinary election

· at least 80% of members have been trained in the power of wellbeing

· it has a qualified clerk
· a community engagement statement of intent is in place

and the power of wellbeing be adopted as set out in the Local Government Act 2000 and extended to eligible local councils under the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Wellbeing) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008. 

(Minute 16)
DORSET COMMUNITY STRATEGY REVISION
The recommendation was moved by Councillor C.M. Ray and seconded by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and: 


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk invites comments from all members and be given delegated authority to respond to the Dorset Community Strategy Revision, in consultation with the Leader of the Council.
(c)
ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 2 June 2010 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee held on 2 June 2010 be received and the recommendation

therein be adopted as set out below:


(Minute 6)
BRIDPORT WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY
The recommendation was moved by Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes and seconded by Councillor C.M. Ray. It was put to the vote and declared to be carried and 


RESOLVED: 

(a)
that the current position in respect of Dorset County Council’s process to select a site for the Bridport Waste Management Facility be noted.


(b) 
that the 7 short listed sites be noted.


(c) 
that it be noted that the Town Council had been asked for comments, and the following response be approved: -
Prior to commenting on the sites itself, the Council emphasised the overriding need to reduce the level of waste produced. The Town Council had previously commented on the possibility of an alternative more radical approach, including a zero waste pilot project, to reduce the amount of waste and thereby also reduce the need for a waste management centre. This was not part of this consultation process but, whichever site was chosen, it was hoped that efforts would still continue to reduce waste, which should include an increase in the level and extent of door step recycling and the provision at the site of an anaerobic digester (for food waste). A reduction in waste would lessen the impact of a centre and the site chosen should be capable of modification in the light of such a reduction.

In terms of site specific comments, members noted that all the seven sites that had been identified to go forward to the Stage 2 assessment were outside the Bridport parish boundary. However, the waste management centre, to include a household recycling facility, was to serve the town of Bridport and in making its comments, members considered the implications for the town, both in terms of waste management and the environmental and social implications.
All the sites had advantages and disadvantages, as identified in the review report, and would be subject to further assessment. Members did not indicate a preferred site, but would wish to make the following comments to be taken into consideration as part of the second stage assessment:

· the Town Council had previously commented on the site at Gore Cross and it considered that in traffic terms, this site would seem to have the most significant impact on the town. The County Council’s review had stated that this was the one site that would bring HGVs through the town. The Town Council would therefore reiterate its concerns about the site, particularly the impact of the traffic on the already busy residential A3066 and some surrounding roads. It highlighted again that this site had also been opposed at two separate planning inquiries, which was not mentioned in the County Council’s assessment summaries. 

· in terms of highway considerations and the impact on traffic volumes and road safety in the town, sites which would take HGV and other site traffic around and not through the town, would seem to be the best option for the town.  

· as part of the decision making process, financial considerations must not override environmental considerations. All the sites were in the AONB and the mitigation of the impact on the landscape and the local environment were vital.

· the number and volume of residential properties and their distance from a site were also very important considerations in the decision making process.

· if the household recycling facilities were located further out of town, then consideration should be given to providing a small facility in the town for convenience and reducing car journeys.

These comments were made without prejudice to the Town Council’s consideration of any future planning application for a site.

18.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2240.


The report included Sections 1, 2 and 4 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010.  Section 4 was included for information and the Town Clerk outlined the content of Sections 1 and 2.


The recommendation was moved and seconded and put to the vote and declared to be carried. It was therefore:

RESOLVED: that Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 - the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement - be approved.
19.
COMMUNICATIONS
The following items were reported for information:

(1)
The Town Mayor reported his list of engagements, ENCL: 2216 and that he had attended the Food Festival in Asker Meadows on 19 June, and held his Civic Service on 20 June.

(2)
The Town Clerk reported that the Leader of the Council had been in contact with the local MP, Oliver Letwin, regarding the Sustainable Communities Act.  The Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill was passed into law in the final days of Parliament in the 'wash up' process before the General Election was called. This meant that the Sustainable Communities Act was more robust and would be an ongoing process, with more scope for the involvement of local councils. The proposals made by councils under the Act’s first round last year were now before the new government and the local MP said he would follow this up with the relevant ministers to seek a decision on each of the submissions. Additionally, an Early Day Motion No. 178 had been introduced by Julian Huppert MP, which people could support, asking that the Government deal with these proposals quickly. The Leader of the Council would keep members informed of progress.
The Town Clerk reported that: -
(i)
The Town Council’s Annual Report and Newsletter would be distributed to all households next week.
(2)
Work on the next edition of the Town Guide was underway and all businesses in the area had been written to, asking them to consider advertising in the Guide.
(3)
Members were reminded that Charles Wild and Crystal Johnson, on behalf of the Development Trust, had arranged a further meeting to discuss the options for the future of the Literary and Scientific Institute, and the various suggestions which had been made for its use. This was an open meeting, to which everyone was invited, and would be held in the Town Hall at 6pm on Tuesday 29 June. 

(4)
The Food Festival had been a great success, and members were thanked for their support on the day.
The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 21 September 2010 
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