Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 24 January 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

H.B. Samuel

A.J. Fifield


R.J. Stoodley

Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett

Mrs M.J. Ray


K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the present.

56.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs S.A. Bagnall and 

Mrs G.L. Fifield.  

57.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 15 November 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

58.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 59. Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a general personal interest in any matter that has a link, implied or otherwise, with Forest and Tree Care Ltd being his son’s company.

59.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE TOWN SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1725, be received and approved, (subject to the approval of ENCL: 1727) as follows: -  

(a) Play Area: that the 3 year rolling programme be implemented at an estimated cost of £10,000 per year.

(b) Skateboard Park: that the sides to the equipment are closed in at an estimated cost of £2,000. 

(c) Billy Goat Hoover: that this item of equipment be purchased at an estimated cost of £2,000.

(d) Replacement Vehicle: that a replacement vehicle is purchased at an estimated cost of £7,000.

(e) Asker Meadows: that permanent steel RSJ barriers with anti entrance hoods 

     are installed at an estimated cost of £2,500.
(f) Plottingham Depot - Fencing and Gates: that the fencing and gates are     

replaced with a heavy duty type at an estimated cost of £2,000. 
(g) Plottingham Depot - Roofs: that provision be made for this scheme during

2007/2008 at an estimated cost of £10,000.

(h) St Mary’s Playing Fields: that 
(a) a pump and filter are fitted to the existing arrangements at an estimated cost of £2,000,

(b) the Town Surveyor investigates a new type of water feature and 

reports back to a future meeting of this committee. 

(i) CCTV Contract: that the Town Council enters into a new 12 month contract at a cost of £19,364 plus VAT.
(j)  five year electrical tests, due to be carried out on Town Council properties (excluding Mountfield, which was done previously) at a cost of £920 was noted. 

60.
JOINT BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB AND BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Joint Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

19 December 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted.
61.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the steering group held on 

30 November 2006 be received. 

Cllr C.D. Wild, Chairperson of BLAP advised that Susan Anders, the Community Planning Officer was leaving and publicly thanked her for her outstanding contribution to BLAP’s development to date. The members of the Committee endorsed this compliment (see Minute 68).
62.
2007 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Councillors considered ENCL: 1726 from the Bridport Chamber of Trade and Commerce.

RECOMMENDED: that all interested parties be invited to a public meeting on a date to be arranged.

63.
ESTIMATES 2007/2008

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1727.


After detailed discussion, it was RECOMMENDED to the Town Council that:

(a) approval be given to the advancement of the projects listed within the report to be carried out during 2006/2007 and that selected others be carried forward for implementation during 2007/2008.

(b) the draft estimates and major capital estimates be approved for 2007/2008,

(c) a precept of £356,025 be levied for 2007/2008, equivalent to a Band ‘D’ increase of 1%.

           (d)      agreement in principle be given to an allocation from the WDDC Section 106 fund to the Bridport Football Community Partnership in connection with the Joint Changing Accommodation project, subject to the final figures being ratified and obtaining approval from WDDC.

           (e)      the Bridport Football Community Partnership be advised to urgently consider obtaining charity status.

64.
WEST BAY REGENERATION SCHEME
The Leader of the Council outlined the outcome of the meeting that he and the Town Clerk attended last week with the WDDC West Bay Core Group. The Director of Planning & Environment intends to produce a paper outlining WDDC’s intentions following the abandonment of the Mound Building for public consultation and it is suggested that the Director will make a presentation to a Special Meeting of the Town Council on theses lines. The Town Clerk and the Town Surveyor reported the current situation concerning the Salt House and the proposed Children’s Play Area. 

RESOLVED: that;

(a) the above reports be received,

(b) a special meeting of the Town Council be called on a date to be arranged during March / early April to discuss the West Dorset District Council proposals for the West Bay Regeneration Scheme.

65.
BRIDPORT FOOD FESTIVAL 2007

The Town Clerk reported that the Bridport Food Group had requested the use of Asker Meadows in order to stage the Bridport Food Festival from 29 June to 1 July 2007.  

RESOLVED: that the approval be granted to the Bridport Food Group for the free use of Asker Meadows for the Bridport Food Festival subject to compliance with the usual town council conditions of hire.

66.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters: - 

(a) Thank you letters in respect of town council grants were received from the Leisure Centre, Arts centre and Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 

(b) Thank you letter from the Joseph Weld and Trimar Hospice and CancerCare Dorset Trust for allowing the use of the Town Hall for a coffee morning,

           (c) WDDC has announced their Proposed Publication of Food Hygiene Scores initiative following inspection of Food Premises, which will be known as “ Scores on the Doors”. The letter outlined the criteria which will be used and that a database will then be built up and details of the scores can be accessed via the www.dorsetforyou.com Website,

(d) The Bridport and District Tourism Association (BDTA) will be holding a social evening at the Haddon House Hotel at 7:00pm on 30 January 2007. The event will include a presentation by Bill Seward of the Dorset and New Forest Tourism Partnership on the new “Jurassic Gold” Initiative and the award of the BDTA annual “Most Significant Contribution to Tourism Award” to Amanda Streatfeild, in connection with the 2006 Bridport Food Festival,

(e) from a former Town Clerk, David Pugh and Cllr D.R. Tett, concerning HMS    

     Bridport memorabilia,

(f) MSC Napoli information was circulated to councillors following the recent event   

     off the Devon coast.

In connection with the MSC Napoli, town councillors voiced their concerns as to the impact on the local beach environment, wild life and eco-systems of Lyme Bay. They were worried about the disposal of hazardous chemicals/materials, which are being deposited on local beaches.

67.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that he would be attending the ceremony to lay up 

the colours of the Devon and Dorset Regiment with other civic dignitaries from both counties in Exeter on Saturday 27 January 2007, in the presence of HRH the Duke of Kent.

(b) The Leader of the Council announced that the West Dorset District Council were shortly to provide, for public consultation, detailed plans for the South West Quadrant.

68.
STAFFING MATTERS


The Town Clerk reported that the Community Planning Officer, Miss Susan Anders, had tendered her resignation and would be leaving her post on 31 January 2006.

Advertisements have been placed to find a successor and the closing date for applications is Monday 12 February 2007. An interviewing panel comprising representatives from the BLAP Steering Group, town council and WDDC will be formed to consider applications received and undertake the interview.

RESOLVED: that Miss Susan Anders be thanked for her endeavours and commitment to the development of Community Planning and BLAP over the last three years.

69.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1728, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:


                                                                                                 Received


1.
The Standards Board for England




(a) November issue of the Bulletin.



(b) Town and Parish Standard: 08.

2. WDDC – Resources Overview &

Scrutiny Committee 21 November 2006.


14/11/06

3. WDDC – Executive Committee 

19 December 2006.





12/12/06



4.
DCC – Summentor 2006 Review.



30/11/06

5.
Bridport Area Older People’s Newsletter –

A View from Older People.


6. NALC Policy & Parliamentary Briefing P12/06


 - The Local Government Public Involvement 


in Health Bill (SECOND BRIEF).



14/12/06


7.
DAPTC – May Election, Democracy Pack.

08/01/07


8.
WDDC – Executive Committee 16 January 2007.
09/01/07



9.
WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee 23 January 2007.


  
16/01/07


Supplementary List






Received


a. DAPTC – Minutes of the Annual General 

Meeting of 4 November 2006.



20/12/06 

70.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 4 of the 2006/2007 accounts, in the sum of £91,884.85, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

71.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

72.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported the current situation on Town Council leases in respect of the Salt House and land at the rear of South Street for allotment plots. He also tabled a proposal from WDDC in connection with the leases of two areas of land at Flaxhayes. The release of land was needed to provide an access to the site to be developed for affordable housing. WDDC had indicated that once the exact layout and land requirement is known that they will transfer the freehold of the remaining land to the town council.

RESOLVED: that the reports in respect of the Salt House and land at the rear of South Street be received.

RECOMMENDED: that the WDDC be advised that the town council in support of the provision of affordable housing for the Bridport area is prepared to release land from the leased areas in order to facilitate an access to the designated site for affordable housing and that WDDC contractually undertakes to transfer the freehold of the remaining land to the town council at no cost.
The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 4 April 2007
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