Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on 

Wednesday 24 November 2010 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:

Cllr
Mrs C.M. Ray (in the chair)




Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

Mrs M.J. Ray




Miss S.A. Brown

D.G. Rickard (ex officio)




K.A. Day


D.R. Tett




Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

  

PUBLIC FORUM

Mrs Joy Reeves and Ms Amberley Carter spoke in respect of the relocation of the town centre toilets in South Street Car Park. They said that they still had concerns about the impact on local residents and particularly mentioned the health and safety issues of locating the block in the centre of the car park. 

This issue was discussed by members during consideration of the minutes of the Town Hall and Bucky Doo Working Party (min 57).

53.
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence. 

54.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 15 September 2010 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

55.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor K.G. Wallace said that as a member of the District Council’s Development Control Committee, he would make a comment but not vote on the recommendation relating to the town centre toilets under the Town Hall and Bucky Doo Working Party minutes. He would not wish to pre-determine this matter.
Councillor Miss S.A. Brown said that she was Chairman of the Friends of the Millennium Green Trust, which had discussed the location of the town centre toilets, but this was not an interest under the Code of Conduct.


56.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Sub Committee held on 
19 October 2010 be received and noted.

57.
TOWN HALL AND BUCKY DOO WORKING PARTY

In response to comments made in the Public Forum, members noted that  following concerns raised by local residents on the first application for new toilets in South Street Car Park, discussions had taken place with the District Council.  It was now proposed to remove the 24 hour opening, re-orientate the block so that it faced away from the adjacent houses, the roof height was being looked at, the heath and safety issues were being addressed and it was understood that the number of parking spaces to be lost had been reduced.
 It was also noted that when the new application was submitted, the local residents would again have the opportunity to make comments to the District Council, as part of the planning process.

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Working Party held on 21 October 2010 be received and the following recommendation be agreed:
RECOMMEND: that the current position on the relocation of the Town Hall toilets be noted and West Dorset District Council be advised that, based on the options available to it, the Town Council’s preferred location remained South Street Car Park. Although it had been hoped that the toilets could have been sited nearer the entrance, it was noted that for planning and highways reasons, the District Council had advised that this was not an option. The revised plan did seek to address the concerns raised and West Dorset District Council be asked to progress the revised proposal. 

58.
TOWN HALL HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION PROJECT


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2296.

RESOLVED: that

a. the position on the Town Hall Heritage and Conservation Project be noted as outlined in the report,

b.
a special meeting of this Committee be held to award the Building Contract, the proposed date being 9 December at 6pm, and
 

c. 
budget provision be approved of up to £5,000 plus cleaning costs for the rental of temporary toilets for the duration of the works.

59.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
The Town Surveyor provided updates on the following matters: - 


1
It had been necessary to find another supplier for a trailer, to be used by the 
Lengthsman, which would now cost £300 more than originally proposed. 
This was noted.
2
It was proposed to install the basketball ring, for which funding had been approved, outside the youth club near the air cadets building. This proposal was supported.

60.
MOUNTFIELD IMPROVEMENTS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2298.


RESOLVED: that the proposed improvement works, as detailed in the report, be approved at an estimated cost of £15,000 to be found from savings elsewhere within the budget.  

61.
BOROUGH GARDENS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2291.


RESOLVED: that the installation of railings, as part of a community safety project be approved, with funding of £2,680 to be met from the Amenity Areas and Playing Fields budgets.

62.
REPLACEMENT STREET LIGHTING – TOWN CENTRE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2292.

Members reiterated their wish to see lighting that was in keeping with the area, but expressed some concern at the number of columns proposed. It was asked that further discussions take place with SEC and the County Council on these matters, alongside identification of potential funding. To allow time for this, it was asked that this matter be reported back to the January meeting of this Committee. The timetable for the work would also be confirmed.


RECOMMEND: that


(i) as part of the SEC street lighting replacement programme, the Town Council confirms its wish to have “heritage style” lighting (lighting in keeping with the area) installed in the town centre, this being the area designated as the Primary Shopping Area in the Local Plan.


(ii) further discussions take place with the County Council and SEC on the numbers of columns required in the town centre; and potential funding sources be identified, with a report back to the January meeting of this Committee.
63.
LENGTHSMAN

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2293.


RESOLVED: that 

(a) the current position on the Lengthsman project be noted, and 

(b) approval be given to purchase a Weed-Hex AS50 at a cost of £1,975, to be met from within the existing 2010/2011 Lengthsman budget. 

64.
MULTI USE GAMES ARENA

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2294.


RECOMMEND: that the Town Surveyor progress a scheme to install a multi use games arena, as outlined in this report and bring forward a project plan to be considered for funding in 2011/12.

65.
EXTERNAL AUDIT 2009/2010

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2281.


RECOMMEND: that 

(a) the completion of the audit be noted, 

(b) the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2010 be now formally approved (as unchanged from when reported to Council on 22 June) and,


(c) public notice of the completion of the Audit be given, as required by legislation.
66.
FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2010/2011 – 2nd REVISION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2282.


RECOMMEND: that the 2nd revision of the estimates for the year 2010/2011 be approved. 
67.
MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES REVIEW

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2295.

It was noted that the Town Council was only being asked if it would wish to consider allowances next year, to enable the independent West Dorset Panel to make a recommendation on the level of the allowance. That recommendation would then be reported back to the Town Council for consideration.

RECOMMEND: that West Dorset District Council be notified that the Town Council would wish to offer to pay allowances after May 2011, following consideration of the recommendations of the independent West Dorset Panel. 
68.
DORSET ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS

Cllr Miss S.A. Brown reported back to the Committee on the recent DAPTC AGM.

The report back was noted.
69.
DORSET CCTV PARTNERSHIP & BRIDPORT CCTV SCHEME

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2299.

RESOLVED: that
(a) the Town Council’s commitment to the town’s CCTV partnership be confirmed, 

(b) the Town Clerk be authorised to sign a Partnership Agreement to cover the next two years at the current levels of funding, and.

(c) a £2,000 contribution be agreed towards the cost of a mobile camera to extend the CCTV coverage as outlined in the report.

70.
COMMUNITY JUSTICE PANELS PARTNERSHIP

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2300.


RESOLVED: that

(a) the draft Community Justice Panel Partnership Agreement be approved and the 
Town Clerk be authorised to finalise the document, including making any minor amendments and then be authorised to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Town Council, and

(b) Councillor D.G. Rickard (voting member) and Councillor Ms R.C. Kayes be the 
Town Council’s representatives on the Steering Group.

71.
COMMUNITY WEB SITE

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2301.

The Town Clerk reported that he would consult with the Leader of the Council and the Chairman of BLAP on the proposed designs before he selected a contractor.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority, to select a contractor to deliver the specification for the revised community web site. 

72.
IT SERVICES
The Town Clerk reported that discussions were ongoing with West Dorset District Council regarding upgrading the IT hardware. The main costings would be for updated software licences and he would report back to members when these costs had been received.
The Town Clerk also paid tribute to Matt Leggett, IT Support Officer at West Dorset District Council, who had tragically lost his life in a recent road accident. Matt had been very supportive of the Town Council and would be much missed by Town Council staff. 
73.
BROADBAND

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2303.


RECOMMEND: that the current position be noted and the Town Clerk write to the local MP to ask that he follow up on the possibility of the potential extra funding (that may be available as a result of the Comprehensive Spending Review and the change in the BBC licence fee) being used to help establish Broadband throughout the whole of Dorset.

74.
BRIDPORT AND DISTRICT TOURISM ASSOCIATION

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2305.


RECOMMEND: that


(i)
the Town Council joins the Bridport and District Tourism Association at an 
annual cost of £20. 


(ii)
Councillor K.G. Wallace be nominated as the Town Council’s representative.

75.
DEMOCRACY DAY
The Town Clerk reported that this event, held on 11 October at the Town Hall, had been a great success and he thanked councillors and Mrs Alison Winsborough of Colfox School for their help in arranging the event.
76.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported that: -

(a)
several thank you letters had been received from grant recipients, including 
The Mill, who extended an open invitation to all councillors to visit them. 
(b)
the Spirit of Bridport group had requested use of the Salt House and Town Hall for two events in 2012, as the Town Council’s contribution to this project.  This would need to be confirmed nearer the time, but was generally supported by members.
77.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Town Mayor reported that he was pleased to see such a good attendance at the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service.
The Town Clerk reported that the revised town guide was now being finalised and it was pleasing that a large number of local businesses had taken advertising space. Also the late night Christmas shopping festival would take place on Wednesday 8 December. 
78.
MEETING WITH WEST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL
The Town Clerk reported that he and the Town Surveyor had met the Chief Executive and Director of Planning recently, as one of their regular meetings. They discussed a number of issues. This included potential land transfers, which were now due to be considered by the District Council prior to the Town Council being asked to formally consider the matter. The issue of the future of the Methodist Church in West Bay was raised and this would be discussed at a meeting of the local community group (including the representatives of the Town Council and BLAP) in December. 
The future of the Wessex Water building, used by the CAB, was also discussed and it was understood that the future of this building was now under consideration by Wessex Water. The District Council had been involved in earlier discussions on the building and the Committee agreed that the Town Clerk write to the District Council to stress the importance of safeguarding the CAB in this building and to ask what the options were to ensure the future use of this building.

The report back was noted.

79.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 3 of the 2010/11 accounts, in the sum of £150,031.94, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for members' information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

80.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was agreed that in the public interest the public be temporarily excluded whilst the Committee considered the following matters:

81.
MAGISTRATES’ COURT – RIGHT OF WAY

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 2304.


RESOLVED: that the latest position be noted and the additional expenditure outlined in the report be approved, to be met from within existing budgets.

82.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported the current position on the leases outstanding with the County Council and the recently signed Agreement to Lease with Magna.

83.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk updated members on proposals for the office staffing review.
The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 19 January 2011
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